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Palestinian National Authority
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Under the Patronage of His Excellency

President Mahmoud Abbas

The President of Palestine

The International Conference on “Statistics and
Development”

March 27-28, 2007, Ramallah-Palestine
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International Conference on
“Statistics and Development”

Organizers:
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)

Date: March 27-28, 2007
Venue: Best Eastern Hotel, Al-Bireh, Palestine

Conference languages: Arabic and English (spontaneous translation
available)

For Correspondence, please contact
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
Telephone: 02 240 6340

Fax: 02 2406343

PO Box 1647

Ramallah,Palestine

E-mail: diwan@pcbs.gov.ps

For more information: http:\\www.pcbs.gov.ps
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Conference itinerary

Day 1: Tuesday, March 27, 2007

Time

09:30-10:00

10:00-10:05
10:05-10:20

10:20-10:35

10:35-10:50

10:50-11:05
11:05-11:20
11:20-11:35
First Theme

11:35-11:50

11:50-12:05

12:05-12:20

12:20-12:35

Second Theme

12:35-12:50

12:50-13:05

13:05-13:20

13:20-15:00
15:00-15:15

Third Theme

Topic Speaker
Registration

Opening

Palestinian National Anthem

The speech of the President of PCBS Mr. Luay Shabaneh

The speech of the Chairman of the Advisory . .
Council for Official Statistics Dr. Samir Abu Aisheh

The speech of the Economic and Social

Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Mr. Hafeth Chelir

The speech of His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas, President of Palestine
Break
First session headed by Dr. Nabil Kassis

Empowering national statistical capacities

Unifying Palestinian concepts and statistical
figure

Dr. Jad Is’hak, Applied Research
Institute Jerusalem (ARIJ)

Data quality and empowering the use of the

Palestinian statistical figure Mr. Yousef Falah, PCBS

Factors affecting the statistical cycle and
policy-making

Mr. Yahya Abed, Italian
Cooperation

International standards of statistical data
quality

Statistics and developmental work

Mr. Paul Austin, IMF

International cooperation for
development

improvin
PIOVINE  Green Greta, Norway

. . . Dr. Nasser Abdul Kareem, Birzeit
Development indicators in planning

University
Official statistics and democratic Mr. Raul Suarez, OECD
governance
Lunch

Second session headed by Dr. Waleed Abed Rabo

The use of official statistics data at universities and the aptness of statistical
outputs for analysis and research



15:15-15:45

15:45-16:00

Fourth Theme

16:00-16:15

16:15-16:30

Fifth Theme

16:30-16:45

16:45-17:00

17:00-17:15

17:15-17:30

17:30-17:45

17:45-18:00

18:00-18:15

18:15-18:30

Using statistical data in scientific

research: National perspective

Using statistical data in scientific
research: International perspective

Scientific research and economic
policies making

Dr. Mo’een Rajab, Al-Azhar
University-Gaza

Dr. John Nasser, World Bank

Dr. Basem Mak’hool, Al Najah
National University

Statistical data and their role in protecting Jerusalem and its identity

Statistical data and their role in protecting
Jerusalem and its identity

Mr. Abdul Rahman Abu Arafa,
Arab Thought Forum

Third session headed by Dr. Samir Abdullah

Demographic, economic, social, and geographic policies and their role

in development

Demographic policies and their role in
development

Economic policies and their role in
development

Towards improving the Palestinian
Household Expenditure and
Consumption Survey to assess food
security statistics in policy analysis
Break

Social and economic
eliminating poverty

policies in

Assessing food security in the Palestinian
governorates, classification mechanism
based on the data of household
expenditure and their impact on policies
Labor policies and their role in the
development process

The importance of environment and
geographic statistics in sustainable
development

Day 2: Wednesday, March 28, 2007

Time

10:00-12:00

12:00-13:00
13:00-14:00

Topic

Mr. Khaleel Najim, Ministry
of Planning

Mr. Ziyad Karabiliyi

Mr. Ricardo Seberian, FAO

Dr. Mohammad Ghadya,
Ministry of Planning

Mr. Luca Alinovi, FAO

Mr. Salih Al Kafri, PCBS

Dr. Abdul Rahman Al Tamimi,
Palestinian Hydrology Group

Roundtable discussion (No. 01) headed by Dr. Sabri Saidam

First theme: Empowering national statistical capacities

Second theme: Statistics and developmental work

Third theme: The use of official statistics data at universities and
the aptness of statistical outputs for analysis and research

Fourth theme: Statistical data and their role in protecting

Jerusalem and its identity

Roundtable discussion (No. 02) headed by Dr. Jawad Naji
Fifth theme: Demographic, economic, social, and geographic

policies and their role in development

Recommendations and future steps
Lunch

Mr. Luay Shabaneh



Conference background and objectives

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) organizes the International
Conference on “Statistics and Development,” in cooperation with the Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). This will be a first step in achieving
PCBS’ objectives of building and strengthening the capacity to understand the
specific and general Palestinian requirements of using statistical data in planning
and development. PCBS has since inception sought to provide Palestinian statistical
figure in demographic, social, economic, and geographic areas, and establish
Palestinian Territory database that responds to the changing aspects of life and stays
up-to-date with surrounding international changes.

Conference Significance

MoOT€ than six years have elapsed since the holding of the first conference under
the title “Statistics and Policy-Making.” The time has come to revive the memory
of the partners in statistical work about the importance of statistics; the use of the
official statistical figure as a key tool for the designing of strategic and development
policies; as well as empowering the culture of statistics in planning and policy-
making.

Conference objectives

Empower the use of the official Palestinian statistical figure in achieving
development through raising the awareness of the users of statistical data about the
importance of statistics in planning and development.

Conference rational

Involve politicians in the debate on the significance of statistics;

Revive the memory of the decision-makers who attended the first

conference;

3. Involve the politicians who have taken office since the holding of the first
conference in 1999 to fortify the importance of statistics in development
among them;

4. Assert that statistics and development must be on top of the government’s
priority list;

5. Continue communication on the international level through the participation of
international experts in the Conference, which will contribute to empowering
the status of Palestinian statistics in development;

6. Present the most up-to-date international experience in the area of official
statistics; and

7. The Conference will be dedicated to debating general policies rather than

technical details, which cannot be achieved through specialized workshops

and symposiums.

N —



Participants in the conference

R

Nown ks

10.
I1.
12.
13.
14.

Public sector institutions

Private sector institutions

Statisticians and researchers, from the official institutions, NGOs, and private
institutions

Government officials and policy makers

Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council

Bank managers

Officials from Arab and international representative offices, consulates, and
embassies

International statistical institutions

Universities and university colleges

United Nations organizations and donors

Research and study centers

Heads of chambers of commerce and mayors

Local and international media representatives

Local and international experts



Conference Themes

The two-day conference will discuss five main themes highlighting the importance
of statistics in planning for development. A number of working papers will be
presented and discussed through the round table on day 2 to produce recommendations
that would be formulated in a final conference proceedings report that defines
recommendations and the parties to follow up on such recommendations.

First Theme: Empowering national statistical capacities

The administrative records of the national institutions and ministries are main
sources of statistical data; therefore, PCBS includes in the strategies it seeks
to achieve the empowering of the statistical capacities of these institutions. This
empowerment will be through training and qualifying of the teams working in
the statistical units of these institutions and strengthening the quality of the data
through unifying the statistical approaches and concepts. Hence, efforts to build
statistical capacities of the statistical units at national institutions must continue as
well as setting up comprehensive strategies to empowerment and continuation of the
capacity to produce, analyze, and use statistics. Papers on the following topics will
be discussed under this theme:

Unifying Palestinian concepts and statistical figure

Data quality and empowering the use of the Palestinian statistical figure
Factors affecting the statistical cycle and policy-making

International standards of statistical data quality

b=

Second Theme: Statistics and developmental work

The importance of statistical indicators are reflected in the fact that they constitute
an instrument for monitoring social, economic, agricultural, and environmental
changes as well as other areas of statistical monitoring. They enable setting up
the necessary development plans to improve situations in all aspects of life in the
societies including economic, social, demographic, infrastructure, and environmental
aspects. The statistical indicators also contribute to defining weaknesses that require
improvement and development. They also contribute to defining the areas of progress
and achievement, which enables donor countries to decide with respect to channeling
aid to empower and improve achievements and areas urgently required aid.

Papers on the following topics will be discussed under this theme:
1. International cooperation for improving development

2. Development indicators in planning
3. Official statistics and democratic governance



Third Theme: The use of official statistics data at universities and
the aptness of statistical outputs for analysis and research

Among the most important objectives of statistics bureaus is to provide data and
indicators in all areas including economic, social, demographic, and environmental
areas for scientific research purposes. The bureaus of statistics; however, focus on
data quality. This requires setting up the defining specifications of the nature of
the required statistical databases for this category of data users in order to supply
researchers with a quality amount of data to be based on in presenting scientific
researches.
Papers on the following topics will be discussed under this theme:

1. Using statistical data in scientific research: National perspective

2. Using statistical data in scientific research: International perspective

3. Scientific research and economic policies making

Fourth Theme: Statistical data and their role in protecting Jerusalem and its
identity

Jerusalem is the capital of the future state of Palestine. It is a point of conflict.
It is under an attack of Judaization in order to wipe out historic facts and create new
facts on the ground through a process of ethnic cleansing, population displacement,
and land confiscation. The size of marginalization and negligence of the city by the
different national institutions is obvious to everyone. Therefore, it is necessary to set
up a plan for development and sustaining the residents of the city through establishing
development, education, and health programs and institutions. This must rely on the
official statistical figure and data on Jerusalem. A paper on statistical data and their
role in protecting Jerusalem and its identity will be presented in this axis.

Fifth Theme: Demographic, economic, social, and geographic
policies and their role in development

For development to happen it is necessary to set up demographic, economic, social,
and geographic policies and strategies. Hence, the parties in charge of drawing
national strategies and policies in the different economic, demographic, agricultural,
and environmental aspects must base their strategies on information systems and
statistical data, which are considered important source of planning, empowerment,
and direction of development. Also, it is necessary to monitor these policies and
their impact on the ground, which can only happen through statistical data and
indicators.
Papers on the following topics will be discussed under this theme:
1. Demographic policies and their role in development
2. Economic policies and their role in development
3. Towards improving the Palestinian Household Expenditure and Consumption
Survey to assess food security statistics in policy analysis
4. Social and economic policies in eliminating poverty
5. Assessing food security in the Palestinian governorates, classification mechanism
based on the data of household expenditure and their impact on policies
6. Labor policies and their role in the development process
7. The importance of environment and geographic statistics in sustainable
development



Expected outcomes

The conference outputs are expected to contribute to raising awareness about
the importance of the statistical figure and its role as key element in planning for
development.



jidojess

HSHES

WO 95USISJUO)) [eUOHRUISIU]
UO 90UIJUO)) [BUONRUIIU]



