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* 13.6% of elderly people believe that their suns and daughters do not fully care for them, of which (12.6% in the West Bank and
15.4% in Gaza Strip).

* 3.8% of elderly people complain of disrespectful treatment from their suns and daughters, of which (3.6% in the West Bank
and 4.3% in Gaza Strip).

Availability of social services
* Approximately one-third (31.7%) of elderly people in the Palestinian Territory state that they lack any social services such as
social care homes, centers, health insurance, or other services. This figure includes (34.8% for the West Bank and 25.1% for
Gaza Strip).

* Approximately two-thirds of elderly people (70.0%) who lack any services demanded free health insurance as a priority.

Concepts and Definitions

Emotional Abuse of the elderly This is a type of abuse that elderly people (65 and over) are exposed to by a household
member whom they reside or do not reside with. It takes different forms including making
an elderly person feel unconfident, unwanted at home, and fearful. Also, being exposed
to cursing or insulting or demeaning by individuals who do not live at the house [where
elderly people live], forcing the elderly to stay in bed and pretend to be sick, being
forced to do things the elderly person is not happy with, made them feel unwanted,
isolating the elderly from people, and preventing the elderly from mixing with people.

Physical Abuse of the elderly This is a type of abuse that elderly people (65 and over) are exposed to by a household
member whom they reside or do not reside with. It takes different forms including causing
bodily harm, arm twisting or pulling, causing joints pain or bruises or scratches and little
wounds caused by attacks, loss of consciousness resulting from head-beating, beating
with a built or stick and breaking a bone as a result of an attack.

Economic Abuse of the elderly This is a type of abuse that elderly people (65 and over) are exposed to by a household
member whom they reside or do not reside with. It takes different forms including taking
things belonging to the elderly such as (money, property, and the like) without the elderly
persons content; also, breaking things that belong to elderly people.

Since the Gender Statistics Section at the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics believes in the necessity of the dialogue
between the data users and producers and in the implementation of a general policy of PCBS, the Section welcomes any
remarks from the public on its comments.

For more information please write or call

Dissemination and Documentation Department/ Division of User Services
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

P.O. Box 1647

Ramallah,
Palestine

Tel: (972/970) 2 240 6340 Fax: (972/970) 2 240 6343

E-mail: diwan@pcbs.gov.ps web-site: http:\\www.pcbs.gov.ps




Elderly people with the lowest education become victims to abuse at rates higher than elderly people who are more educated.
According to results, (17.1%) of the elderly who suffer emotional abuse are with primary or lower education compared to (9.8%)
of elderly people with secondary education and higher who experience the same pattern of abuse. In any case, elderly people,
whether educated or not, suffer mostly from emotional abuse. This requires establishing a national culture of caring for the

elderly and the significance of the elderly in cultural and humanitarian continuation.

Economically Active Elderly People are less Subject to Abuse

Percentage of Elderly People Who Exposed Abuse by Type of Abuse and Labor Force Status During the Year 2005

Labor Force Status
Type of Abuse

In Labor Force Out Labor Force
Emotional Abuse 11.2 171
Physical Abuse 4.3 5.4
Economic Abuse 3.2 5.8
Medical Ignorance 2.3 8.5

Elderly people outside the labor force have been subjected to all kinds of abuse at higher rates than those taking part in the
labor force. According to results, the rate of elderly people who are active within the labor force and suffer physical abuse is
(4.3%) compared to (5.4%) for those of the same category but outside labor force. Moreover, (3.2%) of elderly people who are still
within the labor force suffer economic abuse. Elderly people in or out the labor force suffer emotional abuse most; however,
elderly people involved in the labor force suffer less emotional abuse (11.2%) than those outside the labor force (17.1%). This
requires activation of the constitutional text on the needs of the elderly, including appropriate social security especially
benefits for old age.

Sick Elderly People are more Subjected to Abuse
Percent Distribution of Elderly People by Exposed Violence and Sick During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence Had one or more Sickness Not Sick Total
Exposed to Violence 26.7 14.4 24.7
Not Exposed to Violence 73.3 85.6 75.3
Total 100 100 100

Sick elderly people suffer more abuse on the hands of their household members. According to the table, sick elderly people
suffer abuse at a rate that is twice that of the elderly who are not ill. This can relatively be due to the fact that sick elderly
people require more care than healthy elderly people. They also need more healthcare and financial expenses. This calls for
establishing healthcare service centers for elderly people and provide them with free health insurance.

Percent Distribution of Elderly People by Exposed Violence and Disability During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence Had one or more Disability Not Disabled Total
Exposed to Violence 27.6 23.1 247
Not Exposed to Violence 72.4 76.9 75.3
Total 100 100 100

The rate of disabled elderly people who suffer abuse on the hands of a household member totals (27.6%) compared to (23.1%)
for those who are not disabled. This requires establishing psychological support programs for those who provide care for the

elderly and how to deal with them, especially the disabled ones.

Elderly People in the Palestinian Territory and their Living Conditions’
Household and family
* One out of ten elderly people (9.0%) in the Palestinian Territory live alone, including (9.8% in the West Bank and 7.3% in Gaza
Strip).
» Approximately one-fifth (18.9%) of the elderly people who live alone or with their household members consider that their
accommodation conditions are inappropriate and uncomfortable; (12.1%) of them blame that on limited living space
conditions.

1 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2007. Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006: Preliminary Report. Ramallah- Palestine.
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Violence against the elderly comes in different patterns including physical,
psychological, and financial patterns

The World Health Organization (WHO) considers violence against the elderly, whether isolated or
frequent, a serious offense against persons who are vulnerable to severe depression as a result
of such violence. The phenomenon of abusing the elderly people takes different patterns such
as badmouthing, insulting, degrading, or physical harming. The patterns also include economic

abuse or medical ignorance.

The Scope of the Spread of the Violence Against the Elderly Phenomenon

Percentage of Elderly People Who Exposed to Violence by Region, 2005
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Approximately one quarter of the elderly people in the Palestinian Territory have been subjected
to violence. According to indicators, the disparities between the West Bank and Gaza Strip lack
statistical significance since they stand at (24.2%) and (25.7%), respectively. However, there is a
need for adopting national policies that protect the economic, social, health, and legal rights of
the elderly people.

Emotional Abuse is the Most Prominent Pattern of Elderly Abuse

Percentage of Elderly People Who Exposed Abuse by Region and Type of Abuse
During the Year 2005

Type of Abuse

Sex Physical Abuse Emotional Abuse Economic Abuse Medical Ignorance
Male 5.0 15.0 45 7.8
Female 6.2 19.4 6.7 9.2
Total 57 17.5 5.8 8.6

Elderly people suffer different patterns of abuse on the hands of household members. The rates
of these patterns vary; however, emotional abuse is the most frequented pattern of elderly abuse
since household members have emotionally abused (17.5%) of this category of the society. The
second most frequented abuse is medical ignorance since (8.6%) of elderly people suffer such
abuse; (5.8%) of them suffer economic abuse; and (5.7%) suffer physical abuse.

Education Protects the Elderly People from Abuse

Percentage of Elderly People Who Exposed Abuse by Type of Abuse and Educational Status
During the Year 2005

Educational Status
Type of Abuse

Elementary and Less Preparatory Secondary and Above
Emotional Abuse 17.1 13.0 9.8
Physical Abuse 5.4 8.0 2.8
Economic Abuse 5.8 8.0 1.6
Medical Ignorance 8.7 - 5.2

(-): Mean Data Not Available
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