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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census- 1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive database. Statistical surveys such as
Labour force surveys and data from administrative records are important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination and Analysis of Census Finding to enhance awareness of
available statistical data in general, and Census finding in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover areas of dissemination and analysis of Census findings. This
includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels of concern, including
analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report comes as on of the
products in the regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

December, 2009 Ola Awad
Acting President of PCBS
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- The ideas presented in this document do not necessarily express PCBS official position.

- The Researcher worked this study depending on data derived from the PCBS databases
and other resources. PCBS will not be responsible for any mistakes of these data.






Executive Summary

Objectives of the Study:

This study aims to analyze the dimensions of housing conditions in the Palestinian Territory
using the method of DPSIR (motives, stress or pressures, status, impact, response), which is
based on analyzing the cause and effect relationship, linking housing conditions with political
situations, and economic, social, and environmental conditions in Palestine.

Distribution of Population in the Palestinian Territory:

The population in the Palestinian Territory increased by 30.1% during the period 1997-2007;
the population was 2,895,683 in 1997 and increased to 3,767,126 in 2007, of which 1,911,955
were males and 1,855,171 females. Population distribution in 2007 by Regions was 2,350,583
in West Bank and 1,416,543 in Gaza Strip.

Palestinian Territory is characterized by uneven distribution of the population in their
respective geographical areas. Half of the population and half of the total number of
households are concentrated in four governorates: Hebron, Gaza, Jerusalem and Nablus
representing a total area of up to 33.5% of the Palestinian Territory which, as a group,
comprise 46% of the total population of the Palestinian Territory. The proportion of
distribution of the population in these four mentioned governorates are as follows: 14.7% in
Hebron governorate, 13.2% in Gaza governorate, 9.6% in Jerusalem Governorate and 8.5% in
Nablus governorate.

The Age Structure of the Population:

Age structure of the Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory shows that it is a young
society; the percentage of persons in the age group between 0-14 years as of December 1%,
2007, is 43.4% of the total population with 40.0% in West Bank and 48.3% in Gaza Strip. On
the other hand, the percentage of individuals 65 years old and over is 3.1% of the total
population in the Palestinian Territory and distributed by region as 3.3% in West Bank and
2.7% in Gaza Strip.

Social and Economic Conditions:

The percentage of poor households in the Palestinian Territory in 1998 was 20.3%, the
percentage of poor households in Gaza Strip was almost double that in West Bank, reaching
33% and 14.5% respectively.

The proportion of households suffering from extreme poverty in the Palestinian Territory was
12.5%, of which 21.6% were in Gaza Strip and 8.4% in West Bank.

In 2007, the percentage of poverty in the Palestinian Territory increased to 30.0%; 19.1% in
West Bank and 51.8% in Gaza Strip. The proportion of households suffering from extreme
poverty in the Palestinian Territory reached 18.3%; 9.7% in West Bank and 35.0% in Gaza
Strip.

Unemployment in the Palestinian Territory reached 26.0% in 2008, while it was 14.1% in
2000, and 25.2% in 2001, and increased to 31.3% in 2002. The high rates of chronic
unemployment were mainly due to and a result of the Israeli occupation and its hostile
massive measures and practices against the Palestinian labor force such as: repeatedly
imposed blockades, incursions and military checkpoints restricting the movement of goods
and people’s mobility between and in towns, villages and cities of the Palestinian Territory.



High Level of Demand for Housing:

The number of households in the Palestinian Territory in 1997 was 407,265 households and
their number increased to 646,317 households in 2007, of which 427,097 households were in
West Bank and 219,220 households were in Gaza strip. This increase in the number of
households in the Palestinian Territory reached 58.7% and could indicate that an increase in
the annual number of households could be estimated at 23,905, representing 5.9%.

The number of housing units in the Palestinian Territory was 466,651 units according to
Census 1997 and increased to 701,937 housing units in Census 2007, of which 456,314 homes
were in West Bank and 245,623 housing units were in Gaza Strip, an increase of 50.4% in
housing units from Census 2007 to Census 1997, and indicating an annual increase of 23,528
housing units, representing 5.04%.

Availability of Services for Houses (Energy):

Statistics indicated a decrease of household units connected to a public power supply of
electricity, from 99.9% in 1997 to 99.2% in 2006; in accordance with the findings of Census
2007, the percentage of housing units connected to a source of electric power supply was
97.7% in West Bank. The average household consumption of electrical energy in the
Palestinian Territory reached 282 KWh, while the consumption of electricity by households in
the camps at 375 KWh surpassed the total average of electricity consumption of households in
the Palestinian Territories, followed by consumption by households in urban areas at 293
KWh; the lowest electricity consumption was by rural households and reached 205 KWh. The
average per capita energy consumption in the Palestinian Territory was 48.6 KWh of
electricity, 15.0 kg of firewood, 2.8 kg of LPG, and 0.9 liters of diesel.

Availability of Services for Houses (Water Supply):

An increase was revealed in the percentage of housing units connected to the public water
supply network from 83.6% in 1997 to 90.8% in 2006. The per capita share of water was
about 135.8 liters/person/day in 2007, with an estimated 110.2 liters/person/day in West Bank
and 174.1 liters/person/day in Gaza Strip, an increase of 8% compared to year 2005, and 15%
compared to year 1997.

Availability of Services for Houses (Waste):

The Palestinian Territory suffers from the problem of solid waste management. The estimated
per capita production of solid waste in the Palestinian Territory was 600 grams per day, which
means that the amount of household waste in Palestine is estimated at 847,238 million tons
annually according to the Household Environmental Survey 2009, and it is expected to
increase in parallel with the increase of the population, resulting in pressure on the landfills in
Palestine.

Availability of Services for Houses (Sewage):

The volume of wastewater produced by the half million settlers who live in the Israeli
settlements in West Bank including East Jerusalem, is about 54 million cubic meters, while
the quantity of wastewater generated by the Palestinian Territory is about 52 million cubic
meters annually; in Gaza Strip the amount of wastewater produced is 30 million cubic meters
annually.



Annual Growth of Numbers of Buildings, Housing and Households:

The rate of natural population growth in the Palestinian Territory decreased from 3.2% in
1997 to 2.8% in 2007 due to the fact that the mid-nineties witnessed the absorption of
thousands of Palestinian returnees who returned to the Palestinian Territory along with the
establishment of the Palestinian National Authority. At the same time, the annual growth
rate of households was 6.5%, and the annual growth rate of houses was 5.04% in the period
1997 - 2007.

Characteristics of the Buildings:

The number of buildings in the Palestinian Territory increased by 29.8% since 1997 mainly
due to the fact that the mid-nineties witnessed the absorption of thousands of Palestinian
returnees. The number of buildings was 466,707 in the Palestinian Territory of which 319,270
buildings were in West Bank, excluding the city of Jerusalem, and 147,437 buildings were in
Gaza Strip, while the number of buildings according to the Census 1997 was 359,562
buildings.

Characteristics of Housing Units:

The number of housing units in the Palestinian Territory was 701,937 houses in 2007, of
which 98.7% of houses are traditional houses (house, apartment, villa). The percentage of
households living in an apartment in 2007 was 52.1%, and the number of empty houses in the
Palestinian Territory was 57,031 houses in 2007 (8.1% of total houses), while empty houses
were 35,155 houses in 1997. The percentage of rented houses reached 7.3% in 2007, while it
was 9.7% in 1997.

Refugee Camps:

There are 27 refugee camps in the Palestinian Territory, of which 19 camps are in West Bank
and 8 camps are in Gaza Strip. The number of registered refugees in the Palestinian Territory
was 1,793,901 at the end of 2007, of which 745,776 refugees were in West Bank and
1,048,125 refugees in Gaza Strip. The number of registered refugees in camps in the
Palestinian Territory was 681,423 of which 189,787 refugees were in West Bank and 491,636
refugees were in Gaza Strip. The number of houses in Palestinian refugee camps in the
Palestinian Territory was 58,169 houses of which 22,280 houses are in the camps of West
Bank and 35,889 houses in the camps of Gaza Strip.



