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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census- 2007 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive database. Demographic and health survey,
and Survey of the impact of Israeli unilateral measures on the social, economic and
environmental conditions of the Palestinian households are also important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination and Analysis of Census Finding to enhance awareness of
available statistical data in general, and Census finding in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover areas of dissemination and analysis of Census findings. This
includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels of concern, including
analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report comes as on of the
products in the regard.

We hope that this project will be a reference for palnners and decision makers in Palestinian
public and private sectors of the society through strengthening the development planning
process at various levels.

December, 2009 Ola Awad
Acting President of PCBS






Important Notes

- The ideas and analysis presented in this document represents authors views and do
not necessarily express PCBS official views.

- The Researcher prepared this study depending on data derived from PCBS databases and
other sources. PCBS will not be responsible for any mistakes of these data.






Executive Summary

This study aims, in general, at giving a detailed explanation of the specific social, marital and
educational status of Palestinian households for the purposes of community and family
development. Particularly, it identifies social, demographic, educational and economic
characteristics of households in the Palestinian Territory and the social, economic and
educational needs of individuals in the population.

The number of Palestinian private households in the Palestinian Territory in 2007 was
628,962 (214,692 households in Gaza Strip, and 414,270 households in the West Bank),
while the number of households in 1997 was 447,189 (144,381 households in Gaza Strip,
302,808 households in the West Bank). Thus, the rate of increase in the number of
households compared with the 1997 Census was 65.9% in the Palestinian territories, 69.6%
in the West Bank and 59.0% in the Gaza Strip.

» The percentage of households living in urban localities in Gaza Strip is more than those in

the West Bank.

» The number of households in the Palestinian Territory is expected to increase from 753,904

in 2009 to 1,269,648 households in 2025, which means an average annual increase of
42,979 households or an increase of 68.4%.

The number of households in the West Bank is expected to increase from 494,531
households in 2009 to 797,906 in 2025, which means an annual average increase of 25,281
households for an increase of 61.3% in 2025.

The number of households in Gaza Strip in 2009 is expected to increase from 262,079
households to 476,162 in 2025, which means an annual increase of 17,840 households or
81.7% more by 2025.

Housing density between 2007 and 1997 has significantly increased in the Palestinian
Territory for the category (1-1.99), while each of the categories (less than 1 and 2 - 2.99)
slightly increased, and decreased significantly for the category (3 +).

» Average household size in the 2007 population census decreased compared with the 1997

census. Hebron governorate was the largest average household size, followed by Qalgilya
in the West Bank, while among the governorates of Gaza Strip, the North of Gaza
governorate had the largest average, followed by Gaza governorate.

* The rise in the percentage of nuclear households in the West Bank is more than it is in Gaza

Strip. Also, the percentage of nuclear households in rural localities is more than in urban
localities or refugee camps, and the percentage of households consisting of one individual in
rural localities is more than in urban localities or refugee camps. It was also found that the
percentage of extended households in refugee camps is more than in urban or rural
localities. The percentage of composite households in urban localities is more than in rural
localities or refugee camps.

Illiteracy rate has declined in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. There was a significant
difference between illiteracy rates of the population census of 1997 and 2007.



 According to the census of 1997 and 2007, there was a significant difference in literacy
rates: there was a reduction in the percentage of Persons who can read and write individuals
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

» According to the 2007 Census, there was an increase in the percentage of individuals
holding a bachelors degree. This indicates a significant trend of completing postgraduate
studies.

» There was an increase in the percentage of males and females holding a bachelor degree or
a higher degree, with an increase in favor of females.

* There was a significant gender difference in the rates of literacy, with an increase in favor of
the males.

» The percentage of married couples in the West Bank was higher than the percentage of
married couples in Gaza Strip in 2007. In 1997, the percentage of married couples in 1997
in Gaza Strip was higher than in the West Bank. At the level of the Palestinian Territory it
was found that there is a decrease in the percentage of married couples in 2007, when
compared to 1997.

» According to the 2007 census, urban communities formed the highest percentage of married
individuals (12 years and older), with a rate of 65.7% in the West Bank.

* In 1997, the median marital age for males in the Palestinian Territory was 23 years and 18
years for females. In 2007, the median age was 24.6 years for males and 19.4 years for
females.

e In 1997, the crude rate in the Palestinian Territory reached 8.4 marriages per 1000
population and became 8.8 marriages per 1000 population in 2007.

« The number of divorced individuals (12 years and above) in the Palestinian Territory was
14,761 people (18.2% for males, 81.8% for females), while in 1997 it was 10,996 (19.6%
males and 80.4% females). Thus, there was a decrease in the percentage of divorced males
between the two census and an increase in the percentage of divorced females.

« Over the last ten years, the percentage of single males declined by (2.6%), while for females
it has increased by (3.5%).

» According to the 2007 census, the percentage of single males in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip was equal in both regions (55.1% each). For single females, an almost equal
percentage was also respectively noted in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (44.5% and
44.9%).

* In 1997, the results indicated that 53.9% of engaged individuals in the Palestinian Territory
were males, whereas 46.2% were engaged females. In 2007 it was noted that 50.6% of the
engaged individuals were males, while it was 49.4% for engaged females.

* 90.2% of couples who lost a spouse were females, representing a decrease in the percentage
of widowhood of 1.3% for females between the two census.



» During 2007, the percentage of the labor force in the Palestinian Territory was 41.9%
(44.1% of the West Bank and 38% of Gaza Strip ).

» The percentage of male participation in the labor force to the total working-age males was
67.7%. This figure dropped from 69.0% when compared with the results of a survey in
1997. This reduction is due to the ongoing Israeli closures on the Palestinian Territory after
the outbreak of Al Agsa Intifada, as well as to the high unemployment rates among males in
the Palestinian territories.

» According to the 1997 and 2007 census, the participation rate of the labor force in the
governorates of the West Bank is more than it is in the governorates of Gaza Strip. The
percentage of the labor force of the urban communities declined, while for the rural
communities, the percentage of the workforce remained the same in the last ten years.

* In 2007, the unemployment rate in the Palestinian Territory reached 21.5%, while it was
20.3% in 1997. During the last ten years, a rise in unemployment rates was noted at a rate of
1.2%, where among males during 1997 it was about 20.3% versus 22.1% in 2007.

* Gaza Strip had higher unemployment rates than in the West Bank.

« According to the 2007 Census, the unemployment rate was the highest in the age group (15-
24) years for both males and females. The ratio was 35.3%, compared with 28.8% in 1997.

* In 2007, roughly half of all households (54.8%) in the Palestinian Territory relied on wages
and salaries from the private sector as their main source of income.

» The average monthly household expenditure in the Palestinian Territory in 2007 was 608
Jordanian Dinars, while the average monthly household expenditure in the Palestinian
Territory in 1997 was 579 dinars.

» Average monthly household expenditure of the West Bank in 1997 amounted to 618
Jordanian Dinars, compared with an average monthly household expenditure in 2007 of 708
Jordanian Dinars. A significant decrease in the average monthly household expenditure was
noted in Gaza Strip, where the average monthly expenditure during 1997 was 490 Jordanian
Dinars, while it was 415 Jordanian Dinars in 2007.

» The highest average monthly expenditure was in the urban communities, while the lowest
was in the refugee camps. The average monthly household expenditure in the refugee camps
was 454 versus 601 Jordanian Dinars in rural localities, compared to 651 Jordanian Dinars
in the urban communities.

* In 1997, 22.5% of households in the Palestinian Territory enjoyed a standard of living which
was better than average, compared with 28.5% in 2007.

» The poverty rate among Palestinian households increased by 34.6%. In 2007, it was found
that 30.3% of the total Palestinian households suffer from poverty, 19.1% for the West Bank
and 51.8% for the Gaza Strip compared to 22.5% overall during the year 1997, 15.6% West
Bank and 38.2% in Gaza Strip.

 The percentage of poor households rose by 22.4% in the West Bank compared to 35.6% in
Gaza Strip during 1997-2007.



