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Palestinian National Authority

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

A special bulletin
on the Palestinians

On the Occasion of World Population Reaching 7 Billion

October, 2011
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Executive Summary

The study aims at providing a statistical review on status of the Palestinian population in the
Palestinian territory in the social and economic domains on the eve of the world’s population
reaching 7 billion. The study provides a review on size of the Palestinian population through
history; in addition to estimations of the population size until 2025. The study also refers to the
demographic and social situation (educational, cultural, environmental, health); economic situa-
tion; living levels, housing and surrounding environment conditions of the Palestinian population
in the Palestinian territory. The following are the most important indicators of the study:

Increase of the Palestinian population through history:

e Data indicated that the population size in historical Palestine reached 757 thousands according
to 1922 census; 1.04 million according to 1931 census; 1.47 million in 1944 and 1.98 million in
1947 of whom 730-960 thousand have been forced out of their land due to 1948 war according
to UN estimations.

e Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan conducted two censuses in 1952 and 1961
during governing the West Bank. The results of 1952 census indicated that West Bank popula-
tion reached 667 thousand and 805 thousand according to 1961 census. As for the Gaza Strip,
there were no statistical activities to provide authentic statistical data on the Gaza Strip popula-
tion during governing the Gaza Strip by Egypt.

e After occupying West Bank and the Gaza Strip by the Israeli Occupation Forces in 1967, they
conducted a population census in September, 1967. The census was conducted to serve the
Israeli occupation purposes where the population size in West Bank reached 603,383 persons
and 394,424 persons in the Gaza Strip and North Sinai.

e Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) conducted two censuses in 1997 and 2007.
The final results of the Population, Housing and Establishment census 1997 indicated that the
total population size reached 2,895,683 persons in the Palestinian territory of whom 1,873,476
persons in West Bank and 1,022,207 persons in the Gaza Strip. The final results of the Popula-
tion, Housing and Establishment census 2007 indicated that the total population size reached
3,767,126 persons in the Palestinian territory of whom 2,350,583 persons in West Bank and
1,416,543 persons in the Gaza Strip.

Population projections in the Palestinian territory:

e According to PCBS estimations based on the results of the Population, Housing and Establish-
ment census 2007, the total size of the population in the Palestinian territory is expected to rise
from 4.17 million in mid 2011 to 5.37 million in mid 2020 and 6.06 million in mid 2025.

Demographic situation in the Palestinian territory:

e Age structure in the Palestinian territory in 2011 indicate that the percentage of population
aged 0-14 reached 40.8% of the total size of population in the Palestinian territory. Percent-
age of population aged 65 and over reached 2.9% only. Population projections indicate that
percentage of population aged 15 and less will reach 39.4% in 2015 in the Palestinian territory,
38.3% in 2020 and 34.6% in 2025. Percentage of population aged 65 and over will reach 2.9%
in 2015, 3.1% in 2020 and 4.0% in 2025.

e Estimated population density in 2011 reached 693 persons /km? in the Palestinian territory

e (456 persons /km? in West Bank and 4,353 persons/km? in the Gaza Strip.

e Fertility rate in 2010 reached 4.2 births in the Palestinian territory (3.8 births in West Bank and
4.9 births in the Gaza Strip)



e Population projections indicate that crude birth rate will drop from 32.8 births per 1000 of the
population in 2011 to 31.9 births in 2015. Estimated crude death rates are expected to decline
from 4.0 deaths per 1000 of the population in 2011 to 3.6 deaths per 1000 in 2015 in the Pal-
estinian territory.

e Life expectancy in 2011 in the Palestinian territory reached 72.4 years (71.0 males and 73.9 fe-
males). Life expectancy reached 72.8 years in West Bank (71.4 males and 74.3 females); while
life expectancy in the Gaza Strip reached 71.8 years (70.5 males and 73.2 females).

Social Situation in the Palestinian territory:

e Number of operating hospitals in the Palestinian territory reached 76 hospitals in 2010. 32.9 %
of these hospitals are supervised by the Ministry of Health; 1.3% by UNRWA; 39.5% by non-
governmental organizations and 26.3% by the private sector.

e Number of primary health care centers in the Palestinian territory reached 706 centers in 2010.
64.1% of these centers are supervised by the Ministry of Health; 8.3% by UNRWA and 27.5%
by non-governmental organizations.

e Data of 2010 indicated that 22.5% of individuals aged 18 years and above in the Palestinian
Territory were reported as smokers; 26.9% in the West Bank and 14.6% in the Gaza Strip.

e Data of 2010 indicated that there is a slight increase in using family planning tools where
52.5% of women aged 15-49 use family planning tools in the Palestinian territory (55.1% in
West Bank and 48.1% in the Gaza Strip). Data also indicated that 99.2% of women of the same
age group in the Palestinian territory received health care by a qualified personnel during their
last pregnancy (4 visits at least) (99.3% in West Bank and 99.2% in the Gaza Strip)

e Data of 2010 indicated that 10.6% of children less than 5 years suffer from severe malnutrition
(stunting) in the Palestinian territory (11.3% in West Bank and 9.9% in the Gaza Strip); 3.3%
suffer from wasting (2.8% in West Bank and 3.8% in the Gaza Strip) and 3.7% suffer from
underweight (3.8% in West Bank and 3.5% in the Gaza Strip). The results of the Labor Force
survey 1995 indicated that the percentage of individuals aged 15 and over who have finished
bachelor and above reached 4.3% and percentage of those who have completed any educational
stage reached 26.5%. While the results of the Labor Force survey 2010 indicated that the per-
centage of individuals aged 15 and over who have finished bachelor and above reached 10.4%
and percentage of those who have completed any educational stage reached 11.2%.

e The results of the Labor Force survey 1995 indicated that illiteracy rate among individuals
aged 15 and over in the Palestinian territory reached 15.7% (15.9% in West Bank and 15.1% in
the Gaza Strip). While the results of the Labor Force survey 2010 indicated that illiteracy rate
among individuals aged 15 and over in the Palestinian territory reached 5.1%.Illiteracy gap is
significantly noticed among males and females at 2.4% for males and 7.8% for females in 2010.

e Results drawn from database of the education survey of the scholastic year 1994/1995 that the
number of schools in that year reached 1,474 in the Palestinian territory. The number of stu-
dents was 617,868 students and number of teachers was 19,843 teachers. Results drawn from
database of the education survey of the scholastic year 2010/2011 that the number of schools
in that year reached 2,652 schools in the Palestinian territory. The number of students reached
1,116,991 students who study in 36,320 classes and number of teachers reached 47,652 teach-
ers.

e Results of the education survey of the scholastic year 1994/1995 indicated that the number of
students who joined universities and colleges which grant bachelor degree and over reached
29,380 students and the number of students who joined colleges which grant diploma degree



reached 4,110. Results of the education survey of the scholastic year 2009/2010 indicated that
the number of universities reached 14 and the number of colleges reached 16 which grant bach-
elor degree and over with 182,453 students and the number of colleges which grant diploma
degree reached 20 with 11,614 students.

Data of 2009 indicated that 31.5% of individuals aged 10 and over in the Palestinian society
read newspapers (34.9% males and 28.0% females); 45.7% of the individuals aged 10 and over
listen to radio (46.9% males and 44.5% females) and 61.0% of the individuals aged 10 and over
read books ( 6 individuals out of 10 read books in the Palestinian territory).

Data of 2009 indicated that 6.9% of the individuals aged 10 and over member of sport club;
4.3% member of charitable societies; 4.6% member of a union or a syndicate; 3.3% member of
public library; 3.5% member of political party and 3.0% member of cultural clubs.

Economic situation in the Palestinian Territory:

Results of the labor force survey indicated that there is a decline in participation to 41.1% of the
total manpower (individuals aged 15 and over) in 2010 comparing to 41.6% in 2009. Results of
the labor force survey during the period 1995-2010 indicated that the percentage of participa-
tion fluctuated around close percentages where the lowest percentage reached 37.9% in 2002
and the highest percentage reached 41.7% in 2007.

Unemployment rate in the Palestinian Territory reached 23.7% in 2010 (17.2% in West Bank
and 37.8% in the Gaza Strip). It seems that there is a fluctuation in the unemployment rates
where the highest unemployment rate reached 31.2% in Al-Agsa Intifada in 2002 during the
period 1995-2010; while the lowest unemployment rate reached 11.8% in 1999 during the same
period.

Unemployment rates in West Bank are different from unemployment rates in Gaza Strip due the
geographical, social and political differences. Unemployment rates in West Bank fluctuate dur-
ing the same period of time between the highest rate 28.2% in 2002 and the lowest rate 9.5% in
1999. While in Gaza Strip the rates are between the highest rate 40.6% in 2008 and the lowest
rate 16.9% in 1999.

Percentage of underemployment workers reached 7.1% in 2010; while the lowest percentage
was 4.0% in 2001 during the period 1995-2010 and the highest percentage 21.1% in 1995.
Data indicated that the percentage of underemployment is higher among males than females
either in West Bank or Gaza Strip where the percentage of underemployment in the Palestin-
ian territory reached 7.1% in 2010 (8.1% among males and 2.7% among females). Underem-
ployment in West Bank reached 7.8% in the same year (9.0% among males and 2.6% among
females). While underemployment in Gaza Strip reached 5.7% (6.2% among males and 3.0%
among females).

Employment rate of the professionals, technicians, associates and clerks) reached 24.3%
(18.3% males and 53.7% females) in 2010 which is the highest employment rate in the Pales-
tinian Territory. Where legislators, senior official and managers occupation still has the lowest
employment rate of employees it reached 5.0%; then plant and machine operators and assem-
blers where its employment rate reached 7.8%.

Employment rate of workers in Israel and settlements from West Bank reached 10.5% in 2010
where their employment rate before Al-Agsa Intifada reached 22.9% in 1999. In Gaza Strip, no
workers have worked in Israel and settlements since 2006 while their employment rate reached
15.7% in 1999 before Al-Agsa Intifada.

Public sector employed around one fourth of workers in the Palestinian Territory (24.0%) in
2010.



Living levels, housing conditions and surrounding environment:

The Average monthly per capita expenditure in West Bank reached 173.1 JD in 2010 and 103.1
JD in Gaza Strip.

Poverty line of the reference household (5 individuals: 2 adults and 3 children) reached 2,237
NIS in 2010 in the Palestinian territory (about 609 USD). While deep poverty line of the same
reference household reached 1,783 NIS (about 478 USD).

Poverty rate among individuals in 2010 according to monthly expenditure and consumption
patterns reached 25.7% (18.3% in West Bank and 38.0% in Gaza Strip).

Data of 2010 indicated that 0.9% of the Palestinian households live in villa; 47.8% live in
house; 50.2% live in apartments compared with 55.6% of the households living in houses;
40.8% live in apartments and 1.6% live in villa in 2006.

The percentage of households living in owned housing units in the Palestinian Territory is
83.8%, including 81.8% in the West Bank and 86.9% in Gaza Strip. In addition, 8.7% of house-
holds live in rented housing units, including 10.3% in the West Bank and 5.5% in Gaza Strip
compared with 8.5%, 11.5% in the years 2000, 2006.

The average housing density in the Palestinian Territory in general is 1.6 person per room.
The average housing density in the West Bank is 1.5 whereas the average in Gaza Strip is 1.8
persons per room

Data of 2010 indicated that 91.4% of Palestinian households live in housing units where the
main source of water is the public water network.

Data of 2010 indicated that 54.4% of Palestinian households live in housing units connected to
public sewage network.

Data of 2010 indicated that 71.6% of the Palestinian households need to build new housing
units during the next ten years.

Data of housing conditions survey 2010 indicated that 44.0% of the Palestinian households
have Telephone Line (47.0% in West Bank and 38.2% in Gaza Strip).

Data 0f 2010 indicated that 14.1% of the Palestinian households live in housing units of an area
less than 80m?.

15.3% of households in the Palestinian Territory are exposed very often to smells during 2009.
Percentage of households exposed to smells is increasing where percentages were 10.5% in
2006 and 11.1% in 2008. Sewage water was the main source of such smells.

48.1% of the Palestinian households consider the water quality as good (72.2% in West Bank
and 6.8% in Gaza Strip).

The daily allocation per capita of the supplied water for domestic use in the Palestinian Terri-
tory was 135.8 (liter/capita/day) during 2008; consumption in Israel reached 350 liters/ capita/
day.
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