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Introduction

It is a pleasure to present the annual report of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) documenting our progress
during 2012. Over the past 12 months, PCBS staff have
succeeded in several distinguished statistical achievements, as
detailed in the pages of this report.

Full membership of and participation in the Special Data
Dissemination Standards (SDDS) of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) was a major event during 2012. This was a crucial step
towards building a Palestinian state and establishing its presence and
existence on the international map. During 2012, PCBS conducted
the general census of economic establishments in Palestine; this was
asignificant statistical task of considerable benefit and was the fifth
such census to be implemented by PCBS since its establishment.

The annual report highlights the main achievements of PCBS
during 2012 in terms of development and institutional building,
in addition to networking and strengthening relations locally, in
the Arab world and internationally. This work strengthens the
capacity of the national statistical system and enhances social
responsibility. The report also covers the main accomplishments
of 2012 and PCBS strategies and plans for 2013.

All members of PCBS are immensely proud of the achievements
made during 2012 and have consistently performed their tasks
with dedication and to a high standard of excellence. The
achievements of PCBS would not have been possible without
the continuous support of the Palestinian leadership represented
by His Excellency the PNA President Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, the
Prime Minister Dr. Salam Fayyad and the Advisory Council for
Official Statistics. All PNA ministries and institutions and their
partners fervently hope that this progress will be maintained and
achievements built upon in order to ensure that this statistical
institution represents a model for other institutional bodies.
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° This Annual Report of 2012

Exe c u i Ive comprises eight chapters and
reviews PCBS achievements

at various levels. The first

S U m m a ry chapter covers the major event
of 2012: the full membership

and participation of Palestine

in the Special Data Dissemination Standards (SDDS) of the IME
A big celebration was held to mark this significant step.

The second chapter describes the Establishments Census conducted
by PCBS during 2012, the fifth such census implemented by PCBS
since its establishment. Chapter three covers the most important
achievements of PCBS in terms of development and institutional
building, in particular a peer review mission on the application of
fundamental principles of official statistics as declared by the United
Nations. In addition, a new web page was launched and there were
also achievements related to data quality, the National Strategy for
Official Statistics and a statistical monitoring system.

Networking, capacity building and strengthening the national
statistical system are reviewed in Chapter four, which describes
training courses in the national statistical system, the signing of
agreements and memorandums of understanding, a program of
users producers dialogue, relationships with the media and public
services, plus assistance from technical assistance missions to develop
and strengthen capacities in a variety of fields.

The fifth chapter addresses social activities organized by PCBS during
2012, including a tennis table tournament in the name of the late
Khairuddin Abdul Rahman, the creation of a PCBS football team

and participation in several football championships.

Chapter six reviews the statistical work carried out during 2012 based
on the statistical calendar and field surveys that were conducted.
Output includes the Agricultural Census of 2010, implementing
the Disability Census in the Gaza Strip, the drafting of poverty
maps, training activities and in-service skill upgrading for PCBS
staff, workshops and seminars, in addition to PCBS interaction with
Arab, regional and international bodies.

Chapter seven addresses PCBS plans for 2013 and finally, Chapter
eight documents in photographs some of the events and activities
carried out during the year.
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Advisory Council for Official Statistics (ACOS) 2012

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics constitutes a supportive framework to assist PCBS to
fulfill its role and implement tasks to the fullest extent possible. ACOS acts as a national advisory
body and is chaired by the Prime Minister; its members include academics and representatives from
the public, civil and private sectors. The Council holds two regular meetings each year to discuss the
functioning of the PCBS and to address any obstacles or problems, including important issues that
require guidance from the Council.

Head of the Advisory Council Secretary General of the Council
Dr. Salam Fayyad Mrs. Ola Awad
Prime Minister President of PCBS

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics 2012
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PCBS Council of 2012

The PCBS Council is a reference body to assist in developing policies and general directions and
to approve work plans. The Council was formed within the context of expanding participation in
decision-making in PCBS and establishing the principle of participatory management. The Council
is formed at the beginning of every year and its members include all director generals, plus some
members to act as observers. Meetings are held on a regular basis once a month.

The PCBS Council of 2012 is made up of the following members:

Mrs. Ola Awad

Chairwoman of the Council,

President of PCBS . .
Mr. Mahmoud Jaradat Mr. Afif Abdel Aziz
Assistant to President for Assistant to President for
Statistical Affairs Complementary Affairs

PCBS Council 2012
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-

Dr. Saleh Al Kafri Mr. Sufian Abu Harb Mr. Raed Samara Mr. Amin Duraidi

Director General, Economic Director General, Information Director General, Fieldwork Director General, Administration
Statistics Directorate Systems and Computer Directorate and Surveys Directorate and Finance Directorate

AL
Mr. Lauy Shehadeh Mr. Jawad El-Saleh Ms. Inaya Zidan Mr. Abdullah Naijjar

Director General, Cabinet Director General, Population Director General, Methodologies, Director General, Censuses
Affairs Unit and Social Statistics Directorate Standards, and Quality Directorate Directorate

Ms. Haleema Saeed Mr. Nazmi Harb Mr. Mahmoud Abdel Rahman Mr. Majdi Samara

Director General, International Director General, Planning Director General, Area Statistics Director General, Palestinian
Relations Directorate and Development Directorate Directorate Training Centre

Mr. Mustafa Khawaija Mr. Khalid Abu Khalid

Deputy Director General, Area Deputy Director General, Population
Statistics Directorate and Social Statistics Directorate
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Membership of Palestine in the Special
Data Dissemination Standards of the IMF
(SDDS)
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Chapter One: Membership of Palestine in the Special Data
Dissemination Standards of the IMF (SDDS)

A view of PCBS Celebrations on the event of PCBS subscription of SDDS

Origin and Purpose

In 1996, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) launched the initiative of Special Data Dissemination
Standards (SDDS). This represents a framework for the dissemination of statistical data by providing a number
of indicators with special specifications within specific dates. It is aimed at improving the coverage of available
data in individual countries for public use and includes quality, timeliness and enhancing data and information
that underlie the operations of international financial markets and the assessment of economic policies in general.
This should facilitate the decision-making process in public and private sectors. The need to develop standards
for data dissemination emerged during the world financial crisis in the mid-nineties and it was believed that
poor data and information contributed to the occurrence of the crisis.

As Palestine strides forwards towards independence and integration into international organizations, the
subscription of Palestine to the SDDS will provide accurate data and information for investors and policy makers by
providing standard indicators with the required transparency. These indicators are published on the IMF website.

SDDS Indicators

SDDS includes 22 indicators divided into four economic sectors, namely: the Real sector, in which GDP is
considered one of the most important indicators; the public finance sector in which general government operations
are the most important indicators; the financial sector in which the most important indicators are survey depository
corporations; and the external sector where the balance of payments and international investment position are
considered to be the most important indicators.

Importance of SDDS

The significance of SDDS lies in the enhancement of the process of providing integrated and comprehensive data
with regular coverage and prompt dissemination. Countries that have the capacity to access the capital markets,
or preparing to access, should disseminate basic data, to let data users in general, the participants in the financial
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A view of PCBS Celebrations on the event of PCBS subscription of SDDS

sufficient information to assess the economic

markets in particular, to be enlightened with .

situation in their countries.
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SDDS in order to assess available indicators.
The mission outlined a five-year plan for
the subscription of Palestine to SDDS. In
October 2011, PCBS received another mission
to review achievements and progress. All l\'/)

preparations were completed, in particular

| ek Forwand 30 comtinming cur clise cooprrsson.

Sincerely your,

the adoption of metadata with the condition
to finalize PCBS subscription to SDDS before
the end of the 2011. The procedures required

IMF letter on PCBS membership to SDDS

to obtain approval, especially from the Israeli government, delayed the approval for several months before being
granted on 19 April 2012.
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Celebration of the Subscription of Palestine to the SDDS

To mark this special event, PCBS organized a celebration at the Movenpick Hotel in Ramallah under the patronage
of Prime Minister Dr. Salam Fayyad. The celebration highlighted the importance of this achievement as a step on
the road to establishing a state. In order to sustain and integrate this national achievement, partner institutions
that had contributed to the establishment and dissemination of SDDS indicators signed a declaration committing
themselves to providing the required data and meeting their obligations to other partners to secure continued
membership of Palestine within SDDS. The declaration was signed under the auspices of Prime Minister Dr.
Salam Fayyad. These signatory institutions, including both sources and producers of data for SDDS, comprise
the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry for Local Governance, the Palestinian Monetary Authority, the Palestine
Exchange, the Palestinian Pension Authority, in addition to PCBS as the national coordinator of SDDS.

Welcoming the participants in the celebration
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Honoring of SDDS team

On the sidelines of this celebration, PCBS honored the national team
of joining SDDS by handing them “shields of appreciation” for their
efforts. While representatives of other team members from the Ministry
of Finance / Mr. Assad Awacherh, and the Ministry of Local Government
/ Mr. Mahmoud Zubeidi and Mr.Ghassan Daraghmeh were honored.

Mr. Hussam Khalifa

National Coordinator for the national team
work of the subscription of SDDS

Mr. Ahmed Omar Mr. Thameen Kayed Mr. Shaher Mosa
Second Coordinator for the national team Palestine Exchange Palestine monetary Authority
work of the subscription of SDDS

Mi. Mohammed Barahmeh Mr. Nabil Hamdan Ms. Majdulin Farhana
Ministry of Finance Palestinian Pension Authority Palestine monetary Authority

PCBS team on preparations to celebrate the event of PCBS subscription of SDDS
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Chapter Two: The Establishments Census of 2012

The Establishments Census is a significant statistical
obligation to be conducted by PCBS in accordance
with the General Statistics Law No. 4 of 2000. This
is the fifth economic establishments census to be
implemented by PCBS, the first census taking place in
1994, the second in 1997 within the first population,
housing and establishments census, the third in 2004
and the fourth in 2007 within the second population,
housing and establishments census.

Obijectives of the Census

The Establishments Census aims to count all
operating economic establishments in Palestine in
2012 to prepare an updated general framework of
existing and new economic establishments.

The census provides accurate and comprehensive
new data on economic establishments and identifies
various characteristics in terms of their operational
and functional status, organizational economic
structure, the year of establishment, registration
with the official authorities, licensing, national tax
number, legal status and ownership, accounting
records, number of employees by sex, the value
of capital, the distribution of establishments by
region, governorate or locality and the growth rate
in numbers of various economic activities.

A field visit in the West Bank
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Coverage of the Census

The Establishments Census covers all economic
establishments in Palestine in 2012 in the private
sector, government, international organizations
and institutions, non-profit organizations and any
establishments engaged in an economic activity in the
marketplace or in factories and companies, or those that
have an economic activity in houses where the terms
of the definition of an establishment are applicable,
with the exception of those establishments engaged in

A refreshment training Day to supervisors and auditors
of the establishments census

agricultural, forestry and fishing activities.

Stages of Implementation of the Census:

PCBS began preparations for the implementation of the Establishments Census in May 2011 with the formation
of technical committees. Preparations continued during 2012 with the following activities:

Implementation of the pilot census for selected areas of the three governorates in the West Bank and
one governorate in the Gaza Strip.

Production of a detailed report on the pilot census, including all stages, the main problems and difficulties
encountered, and the results and recommendations. These were incorporated in the implementation of
the census questionnaire and methodology.

Processing of all necessary preparations and tools to conduct the census.

Formation of a work team for the implementation of the project and a senior executive committee for
follow-up, supervision and guidance.

Training, qualification and selection of directors and coordinators for the census in the governorates.
Training and selection of supervisors, auditors and enumerators.
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Field work for the census commenced 3/9/2012 and continued until 24/10/2012.

Dr. Salam Fayyad / Prime Minister inspects a training Part of a presentation on the Establishment Census
course for census enumerators ( field workers) in the Advisory Council
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The data processing phase includes data
verification, coding and data entry. This
phase began on 01/11/2012 and is expected
to continue until mid-January 2013.

PCBS issued a press release on 08/11/2012,
to announce the preliminary results of the
Establishments Census with figures by
governorate and regional level (the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip) and for Palestine.

This will include the census outputs by
the end of the second quarter of 2013,
the preparation of the final report on
the results of the census in Palestine and
tabulation and revision of the data. In
addition, the establishments record will
be updated on the basis of the preview
of the census results and will be used
as a framework for economic surveys
conducted by PCBS, as well as by various
ministries, government institutions and
eligible civil, private and international

organizations for statistical purposes.

Handing and delivering back the questionnaires in Handing and delivering back the questionnaires in
Gaza strip West Bank
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Chapter Three
Development and Institutional
Building
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In February 2012, a mission of three experts from
European Statistics (Eurostat) conducted a review of
practices in line with the requirement of the National
Strategy for the Development of Official Statistics (NSSD)
2009-2013 and to fulfill the obligations and resolutions
declared by the Statistical Commission of the United
Nations in its 43rd meeting held in February 2012 in

New York. These recommendations encourage statistical

institutions to submit themselves for review, in addition Part of a presentation on the results of peer review

to being a good practice on an international level. mission in the Advisory Council

Seminar for PCBS staff on the preparations for the peer review mission



European experts

The final report covered the results of the review in relation to all of the fundamental principles of official

statistics and in accordance to European standards, the role played by PCBS as a national statistical institution,

good practices applied by PCBS and strengths in these areas. The final report concluded that PCBS is on the

right track and suggested a wide range of proposals for further development. These proposals require concerted

efforts of cooperation and partnership to be developed within the framework of the national statistical system.

This final report has been published on the PCBS website.

3.2 Launch of New PCBS Web Page

The PCBS web page was completely updated in 2012. The first phase of launching the web page with its new
interface was completed on 11/08/2012. By the end of December 2012, PCBS will have completed the second
and final phase. The new site focuses on adding features to meet the needs of users, including:

1.

Establishment of a database of publications and facilitating access by users. One of the most important
features is an advanced search in the contents of publications, the classification of publications by year, date of
release, number of printed materials, plus classification by name of printed materials by year and month. The
addition of other files, such as MS Word and Excel for each printed material, make access easier for the user.

Establishment of a database of press releases with new features to facilitate searching within them.

Inclusion of the statistical calendar with a special link after the issue of the press release or printed material.
This is in addition to an icon reading “To be released this month” on the interface of the home web page
as part of a dynamic beginning of each month as reflected in this calendar.

Addition of a special search engine (Google) that enables users to search in PDF files and to search for
any electronic content within the page.

Ordering of statistics by subject or alphabetically.
Addition of a database that provides a brief overview of each locality.

Giving the web page a new perspective by adopting and applying data visualization technology.
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3.3 Scientific Research Centre

The Scientific Research Centre was opened at the end of 2011 as part of PCBS policy aimed at promoting the
use of statistical data in the field of scientific research and to enable researchers to access accumulative statistical
data provided in the administrative records, censuses and surveys conducted by PCBS in various economic,
social, demographic and geographic fields for scientific purposes, planning and policy making. PCBS has adopted
specific criteria and procedures to ensure data confidentiality and the privacy of individuals in accordance with
the Palestinian General Statistics Act of 2000.

The center has been provided with technical equipments and support services. A number of user applications
were examined by a committee and procedures were enacted based on the tasks and aims of the Centre.

A view of the services of PCBS scientific research center

3.4 Statistical Monitoring System

It is vital to establish and institutionalize a statistical monitoring system as a tool to monitor, document and follow up
on the current status of social, economic and environmental issues in Palestinian society. A detailed and comprehensive
database of various sectors, in coordination with the relevant ministries and government agencies, will enable the
identification and development of a list of national indicators for which data will be updated regularly for all main
indicators. These data made available to the institutions of the Palestinian National Authority and to civil and private
sector organizations can to be used in planning and to measure the performance and progress of development.

In 2012, PCBS instigated wider networking activities and conducted consultations with all government agencies
concerning indicators of various topics to be covered by statistics as follows:

o A series of workshops to discuss indicators covered, including education, the economy, labor, culture,
governance, security, justice, Israeli violations and health.

¢ Adoption of indicators covered by the statistical monitoring system and the design of models for collecting
data from sources, whether from administrative records, surveys or censuses.
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Launching the round of 2012 of the survey of monitoring social and economic conditions.

Implementation of the first phase of the project for the rule of law and access to justice in cooperation
with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) as part of activities to monitor governance
indicators, security and justice.

Preparation for a special survey on indicators related to gender, youth and children.
Providing data on around 60% of the indicators covered by this system to establish the base year for the system.

Designing a database of the monitoring system within the appropriate software package.

Next steps could be concluded in continuing of data collection on the indicators and establishing and updating
the database for public use.

Part of the workshops on statistical monitoring system

3.5 Data Quality

PCBS takes the issue of data quality very seriously and has developed tools to measure and improve the quality
of data, including:

X NN WD

Producing three high quality reports for statistical surveys.

Producing three reports on quality control procedures in statistical projects.

Receiving a technical mission on the application of the European Code of Practices (COP).
Testing of data of statistical survey.

Conducting three specialized studies of data quality.

Producing a self-evaluation report for project managers (DESAP).

Participating in a training course on in-depth statistical analysis.

Participating in a study visit on the duties of respondents.

Participating in a training course on quality control mechanisms.
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3.6 Quality Management System ISO 9001:2008

In line with the ongoing commitment of PCBS to the requirements of ISO 9001:2008, PCBS conducted the
following activities during 2012:

1.

Held a training course on the internal audit of the quality management system for 17 PCBS staff and
awarded trainees a certificate from LRQA World.

Received two external surveillance visits from a qualified company that concluded that PCBS is committed
to ISO 9001:2008 standards and that there were no cases of non-conformity during this external audit.

Submission of a paper on PCBS experience in the establishment and application of a quality management
system to a conference in Greece on the quality of European statistics.

Implementation of a review by management of the quality management system.
Implementation of 80 internal audit tasks covering all the components of the system.

Implementation of all requests for improvements in operations or correction and amendment to system
documentation.

Responding to all remedial and developmental observations that emerged during the internal audit of the system.

Part of the training course on the internal audit on quality management system

3.7 National Strategy for Official Statistics

In 2012, PCBS implemented the following activities as part of its commitment to the implementation of the
National Strategy for Official Statistics for 2009-2013:

1.

e ‘ Y X X XTI

Adoption of the proposals to develop and strengthen statistical knowledge in Palestinian society during
2012-2014, in addition to the formation of a joint working group of PCBS and the Ministry of Education




/ Curriculum Development Centre to work on the modernization and development of publications and
the incorporation of statistical data into the school curriculum.

2. Adoption of the second edition of the Handbook of Statistical Systems based on discussions held with
the units and users of statistical data in a workshop held on 18/09/2012.

3. Welcoming the peer review mission by three experts from the European Union to review the
implementation and adherence of PCBS to the charter of good practice in statistical work. Assignments
and authorizations were issued for those involved in the implementation of the recommendations made
by the mission in its final report.

4. Developing methods of previewing metadata and the allocation of a dedicated server. The metadata of 100
surveys in Arabic and 108 surveys in English have been documented and the remainder will be forthcoming.

5. Preparinga report on evaluating the performance of the library, which includes a number of development

proposals to be met by PCBS.

6. Implementing a study on the use of statistical data by the public and private sectors in planning and

policy making.

7. Preparation of a report on the quality of data in the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of
2007 to be considered in the preparation of the national strategy of censuses.

8. Introduction of a technical mission to assess the quality of data in the Agricultural Census of 2010.

3.8 PCBS Distinguished Employee 2011

Based on special criteria related to performance, achievement, innovation and initiative by PCBS employees,
distinguished members of employee were selected for 2011 in PCBS general directorates. This policy aims to
encourage and motivate employee and recognize their creative efforts that contribute to the development of

methodologies and procedures and exert an impact on departmental and directorate levels.




Distinguished Employee

i 2011 wil]§

Maher Tannous

Distinguished employee in the
General Directorate of Methodologies,
Standards and Quality

_|

Ferial Saqallah
Distinguished employee in the
General Directorate of Surveys and
Field Work - Gaza Strip
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_|

Shadia Abu Zein

Distinguished employee in the General
Directorate of Area Statistics

_|

Jaafar Khalil

Distinguished employee in the General
Directorate of Surveys and
Field Work - West Bank

_|

Saadi el Masri

Distinguished employee in the General
Directorate of Population and Social

Statistics

Omayma Ahmad

Distinguished employee in the General
Directorate of Censuses




Ahmed Omar Abdul Rahman Salem

Economic Statistics Directorate Information Systems and Computer Directorate

The Distinguished Employee on the Level The Distinguished Employee on the Level on the
of Statistical Directorate Supportive Directorates

Aladdin Salameh Firas Farah
Distinguished employee in the PCBS Distinguished employee in the General Distinguished employee in the General
President’s Office Directorate of International Relations Directorate for Administrative and
Financial Affairs

_| _|

Rima Abu Haija lhoud Habash
Distinguished employee in the Distinguished employee in the General
Palestinian Centre for Statistical Training Directorate of Planning and Development

Distinguished employees were congratulated and given an honorary plaque in recognition of their outstanding efforts.
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PCBS signed several cooperation protocols with international bodies to support the implementation of statistical
activities with the following agencies: UNFPA, UNICEE, ESCWA and UNRWA.

At national level, PCBS signed memorandums of understanding with the Public Prosecution Office and the
Ministry of Environmental Affairs to cooperate in the provision of statistical data from administrative records.
PCBS also signed agreements with the Palestinian Hydrology Group, the Palestine Economic Policy Research
Institute (MAS) and the Municipal Development and Lending Fund, and Anti-Corruption Commission to
conduct a number of specialized statistical surveys. A joint memorandum of understanding was also signed among
PCBS and the Council of Ministers and the Ministry of Transport and Communications regarding participation
in the initiative to share information technology resources.

Signing ceremony of the agreement between PCBS The signing ceremony of the agreement with the
and General Prosecutor’s Office Palestinian Anti-Corruption Commission
[

The signing ceremony of the agreement with the Ministry of =~ The signing ceremony of the agreement with UNICEF
Environmental Affairs



The signing ceremony of the bilateral agreement between PCBS and the Norwegian Representative Office

4.2 Strengthening Capacity of the National Statistical System
To strengthen the capacity of staff in ministries and government institutions in a variety of fields, PCBS conducted
17 training activities involving 125 employees as follows:

Two courses in data analysis using SPSS for 29 employees.
A course on data analysis using SPSS for the benefit of the Directorate of Education in Jerusalem for 20 employees.
A course on concepts, terminology and classification for 23 employees.

A course on the formulation of indicators and statistical reporting for 7 employees from the Ministry
of Women’s Affairs and the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports.

A training course for 6 employees from the national political and guidance commission on the principles
of collection, processing and analysis of statistical data.

Practical training in PCBS for 13 people from different institutions on economic, geographical, financial
and administrative issues and other topics related to statistics.

Workshop training on poverty statistics for 27 employees from the Ministry of Social Affairs in Gaza.

Part of the training courses on data analysis by using SPSS
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To raise awareness of statistical issues in different sectors of the community, PCBS is keen to launch a program
of Users Producers Dialogue on annual basis. This will create a space for dialogue and consultation between
PCBS as a producer of Palestinian official statistical figures and users of statistical data from various sectors.
The feedback obtained can contribute to the development of different statistical programs to meet user needs.
In 2012, PCBS conducted (24) workshops of which 10 specialized workshops in the Palestinian Universities in
various Palestinian districts on topics related to economic, geographic, demographic and social development.

Part of the workshop on statistical plans and Part of the Workshop on compiling of labor force
programs 2013 indicators - Gaza

Part of the Workshop on Family Health Survey - Part of the Workshop on prices and indices - Tulkarm
Hebron
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4.5 Public Services

The Public Services
Department works to provide

services to data users in several
ways and strives to meet the
needs of the public. The Public
Services Department received
and responded to 1495
requests for data from various Serving data users
users. Around 972 requests

came from individuals, 90
requests were from government
agencies, 181 requests from
international bodies, 116
requests from private sector
institutions and 97 requests

from NGOs.

4.6 Technical

Missions Mr. William Andel, a Consultant at a symposium on prices and indices

To strengthen the capacity of
PCBS and the development
of PCBS programs in both
specialized topics and quality,
PCBS received 10 technical
missions dealing with several
fields including prices and
indices; assessing and measuring
the impact of training;

poverty; the development of
Part of the internal seminar of the World Bank mission on the project of

millennium indicators; the . e .
poverty maps in the Palestinian territory

quality of agricultural census
data; reviewing the application
of the code of statistical
practices , agricultural holdings
record,balance of payments,
international investment and
external debt, updating and
amending of the general statistics
law, and to explore prospects of
cooperation between PCBS and

the Swiss statistics. M. Idriss Avza, a Consultant at a symposium on training course of

trainers




4.7 Core Funding Group (CFG)

CFG is the main source of funding for PCBS programs. CFG consists of the Swiss Agency for Development
(SDC) and the Representative Office of Norway, which is the main supporter of PCBS programs. In 2012, PCBS
co-signed a memorandum of understanding between the Palestinian National Authority, under the auspices of
Prime Minister Dr. Salam Fayyad, and CFG to sponsor PCBS programs during 2012-2014. PCBS also signed,
in the presence of the Ministry of Planning, bilateral agreements between PCBS and the Representative Office of
Norway and the Swiss Agency for Development. CFG held its ninth annual meeting with PCBS on 07/23/2012,
as well as conducting its 10th semi-annual meeting on 12/12/2012.

Part of PCBS meetings with CFG
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Part of the event on honoring the winners of PCBS tennis table tournament

In an integrated vision that blends the performance of the main obligations of PCBS with community interaction,
PCBS organized a number of activities and social events in 2012. The most prominent events were sports activities
to raise morals and build cooperation between members of PCBS staff.

The PCBS Sports Committee organized a table tennis tournament during January and February 2012 named
after a former PCBS employee, the late Khairuddin Abdul Rahman. Some 36 male and female employees
representing various PCBS departments took part and the family of the late Khairuddin Abdul Rahman were
invited to the winners’ ceremony.




During the second half of 2012, a football team of PCBS employees was formed and participated in three
tournaments. The first tournament was the Ramadan Championship of Ramallah and Al-Bireh Governorate, which
was organized during the holy month of Ramadan. The second tournament was that of national institutions that
was organized during September 2012. The third one was the national week of the youth which was organized
during November 2012. Thanks are due to the Cairo Amman Bank who graciously sponsored the team by
providing all necessary equipments.










Chapter Six: Achievements of 2012

6.1 Statistical
Calendar (SC)

The SC of PCBS included
209 outputs of the PCBS
program in 2012, ranging from
statistical reports, press releases
and PUFs by their specific dates
on the calendar issued in the
PCBS statistical program at
the beginning of 2012. PCBS
issued 203 outputs in time as
scheduled in PCBS statistical
calendar and distributed as
of the following , 80 statistical
reports, 105 press releases and
18 public use files (PUF), while
PCBS postponed /cancelled 6
outputs and implemented 8 ad
hoc outputs as well as 9 outputs
which were postponed from
previous work plan of 2011.
The distribution of outputs by
topic are as follows:

Economic statistics

There were 105 statistical
outputs covering various
aspects of economic data and
constituting 50% of the output
contained in the statistical
calendar of 2012.

Area statistics

There were 20 statistical outputs
covering various aspects of area
statistical data.

Population and social

statistics

There were 29 statistical outputs
covering various aspects of

|

Violence Survey in the
Palestinion Society, 2011
Maln Findings

] Statistical
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Statistical Yearbook
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Performance of
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demographic and social statistical data.

Books and annual reports

PCBS published 8 outputs, including the = il
Statistical Yearbook, the Jerusalem Yearbook and Ll TRy Palestine
annual reports of governorates. : : fikis e

Census reports

There were 41 reports, analytical studies and press
releases issued by PCBS based on the Population,
Housing and Establishments Census of 2007 in
the Gaza Strip, the Agriculture Census of 2010
and the Establishments Census of 2012.

Reference is made to the proportion of the general obligation to issue statistical outputs on schedule
according to the statistical calendar year 2012 amounted to (97)%.

Statistical report

B Press release

Public use files




PCBS implemented 17 surveys in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip covering various aspects of economic, social,
geographic and demographic data. The most prominent surveys were those for the Establishments Census, time use
survey, foreign investments, the balance of payments, the victimization survey, labor force and prices and indices.

Part of the training on some field surveys



To complete the dissemination and analysis phase of data of the Agricultural
Census of 2010 in 2012, 18 detailed reports by governorate were released
of which 16 reports were at governorate level, in addition to reports on the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

In order to formulate recommendations that will contribute to the
development of the agricultural sector and agricultural statistics, PCBS, in
collaboration with researchers and specialists in agriculture and economics,
prepared five analytical studies of data from the Agriculture Census of 2010.
These studies covered the general characteristics of agricultural holdings and
agricultural holders in Palestiian territory, the fragmentation of holdings
in Palestinian agriculture and the impact on production and productivity,
how the characteristics of agricultural holders affect the use of modern
technology in Palestinian agriculture, the status of livestock in Palestine and
an evaluation of plant and animal production in the Palestinian territory.
PCBS provides these reports and studies to policy-makers and decision-
makers, scholars and those interested in the agricultural sector.

PCBS held 4 workshops in each of the northern, central and southern West
Bank regions and in the Gaza Strip on the reality of agricultural sector
in addition to two workshops on the use of the agricultural census data
targeting lecturers and students of faculties of agriculture in Hebron and
An-Najjah Universities to clarify the implementation methodology of the
Agricultural Census and the major data results published. An opportunity
to use raw data from the Agriculture Census is provided through PUFs.

In 2012, PCBS received a TA mission to assess the project stages of the
Agricultural Census. The final evaluation of the mission was very positive.

Part of the seminar on the TA mission on quality assessment of agricultural
census data
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PCBS conducted (21) activities to enhance the
policy of coordination and consultation with various
ministries, institutions and bodies and take their
opinion on the statistical data produced by PCBS.
These activities ranged from (12) workshops to
discuss the indicators of surveys or to announce survey
results, (2) press conferences and (7) activities, such as
meetings and seminars attended by national technical

committees of some surveys.

Part of the workshop on Labor Force Survey Part of a press conference on the International day on
the youth

Part of the workshop on releasing results of MICS4 Part of the workshop for donors of monitoring social
survey - Beirut and economic conditions survey

Part of the workshop on the balance of payments Part of the workshop on the reality of health services
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In collaboration with the Qatari Red Crescent and the Palestinian Red Crescent, PCBS conducted a disability
census in the Gaza Strip during the second quarter of 2012, with funding from Her Highness Sheikha Mozah
Bint Nasser Al Missned - Fakhoura Campaign of the State of Qatar and the Islamic Development Bank - Jeddah.
The aim of this census was to provide comprehensive statistical data on individuals with disabilities, to identify
their needs and future requirements and to make institutions operating in the field of disabilities aware of these
data in order to develop plans and programs relevant to the situation and reality on the ground.

Following the signing of the agreement between PCBS and the Qatari Red Crescent to implement the census, a
national committee was formed to develop survey tools and adopt indicators for the implementation of the census.
This committee comprised 16 governmental and non-governmental organizations working with individuals
with disabilities, PCBS, the Qatari Red Crescent and Palestinian Red Crescent societies.

Two training sessions were held: the first to train trainers and the second to train field workers. The first phase of
the project was launched to collect data from the field on 02.06.2012 and ended in the first week of July 2012, as
well as the completion of the data auditing , data coding, data entry and data verification in the first half of the
month of December 2012,. This was followed by a desk audit and coding of questionnaires, data entry and the
cleaning and verification of data. A total of 634 employees worked on this project as field workers, supervisors,
coordinators, auditors and data coding workers.

Part of the events of the disability census in Gaza Strip



6.6 Human Resources Development (HRD)

PCBS believes that Human Resources
Development is crucial to maintain the
capacity of a statistical institution. Staff
training and skills programs are essential
to provide them with the necessary
technical and managerial skills to
perform their job to the highest possible
standard. The Palestinian Centre for
Statistical Training trains PCBS staff
and runs training courses, workshops,
conferences and meetings locally and
abroad to develop and enhance staff
capabilities in various fields.

6.6.1 Internal training
activities

During 2012, PCBS conducted 8
internal training activities involving
113 PCBS employees besides to 17
trainees from various Palestinian
ministries and institutions and held
34 internal seminars on a variety of
subjects for 700 staff members.

6.6.2 National training
activities

During 2012, PCBS participated in 47
national training sessions, workshops,
meetings, conferences, seminars and
forums, grants and scholarships with
a total of 53 staff participants.

6.6.3 International training
activities

Some 137 staff members from PCBS
participated in activities abroad along
with 8 staff from other ministries
and institutions in 90 activities
during 2012. These activities
included training sessions, meetings,
workshops, conferences, forums,
grants and missions, study visits and
other tasks.

56

PCBS participation in the workshop on Arab Jobs Classification




At the end of 2011, PCBS launched a
project to make a poverty map of Palestine.
This program aims to identify the poverty
zones by estimating poverty indicators ata
disaggregated level in a locality. Maps are
then used to display data on the locality in
terms of the health and education services
available, water systems, electricity and
power supply, sanitation, classification of
the locality as A, B or C area, location to
the Apartheid Wall and other indicators
to meet the needs of users currently and in
the future. The maps will provide a solid
foundation for policy-makers to formulate

Part of a presentation on the poverty maps project during advisory

council meeting

development plans that assist communities, improve social protection, enable more focused targeting of the food

assistance program and assess the impact of Israeli measures on the movement of people and goods in terms of

the Apartheid Wall, military barriers and checkpoints.

For the purposes of this project, which was established by the research department of the World Bank, PCBS
staff participated in a two-week training course at the World Bank in Washington during November 2011. In
addition, PCBS received two TA missions from the World Bank in June and September 2012 to complete work
on the project and adopt a model to estimate poverty rates in the community. They also examined and compared

the results of the Household Expenditure and Consumption survey.

Within the framework of consultation and coordination with data users, PCBS held a  series of workshops

with users to obtain feedback and evaluate findings. PCBS will prepare a report on poverty maps in Palestine

by locality before the end of 2012.

In order to consolidate and strengthen
relations with Arab, regional and
international bodies, PCBS took an
active role in various forums, meetings
and statistical activities. At end of 2012,
PCBS assumed the rotating presidency
of the Council of Trustees of the Arab
Institute for Statistical Training and
Research, which lasts until the end of
2013. PCBS also participated in the 43rd
meeting of the Statistical Commission of
the United Nations, the conference of the

Part of a study visit on measuring burdens of the respondents

International Association of Official Statistics Award to young statisticians (IAOS), the meeting of the Economic

and Social Commission for Western Asia- ESCWA and the meeting of directors of national statistical institutions

in partner countries in the MEDSTAT program, in addition to participation in a data quality conference.



PCBS is a well-respected and renowned institution. It shared its experience and expertise with other partner
institutions in a variety of fields during 2012. Two PCBS staff providing training and advisory services to the
following international bodies:

Training for Iraqi statistics professionals on census information.

Training for Iraqi statistics professionals on treating data for public use (PUF).

PCBS received a number of delegations from prominent national and foreign institutions to discuss the prospects
for bilateral cooperation. These delegations were given tours of PCBS facilities and the country.

A visit of the International Fact-Finding Mission on the situation of Palestinian workers
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A visit of the Turkish Ambassador to PCBS
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Oxfam delegation’s visit to PCBS Office in Gaza
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Chapter Seven: PCBS Guidelines - 2013

The PCBS work plan for 2013 is based on strengthening institutional work nationally and abroad and enhancing
the development of the national statistical system through capacity building. The other main task is to respond
to the implementation of the National Strategy for the Development of Official Statistics 2009-2013 (NSSD)
and provide the required data for the National Development Plan 2011-2013:

1. Support and consolidate the national statistical system:
Preparing NSSD for 2014-2018.

2. Dissemination and increased use of statistical figures:

Maintain the development of tools and techniques to enhance overall quality management and establish
a reliable system that ensures continuous improvement in the quality of PCBS outputs.

Diversify data dissemination methods and facilitate access to data by users through promoting use
in various fields, including further development of the presentation of official statistics via metadata.

Develop mechanisms to promote statistical data for various social strata.

3. Development of central and administrative records:

Continue to develop and update existing administrative records and the construction of new records
in collaboration with relevant institutions and ministries in order to increase reliance on data of

administrative records.
Continue to strengthen capacity building of national institutions in updating and developing

administrative and central records for statistical purposes.

4. Development of statistical sectors:
Continued use and development of new technologies in data collection.
Provide a comprehensive database of economic establishments based on the Establishments Census of

2012.

5. Development of national, regional and international relations:

Play an active role in national, Arab, regional and international forums related to statistical work.

Maintain and improve users producers dialogue.

6. Technical and administrative development:

Ongoing promotion of capacity building at functional and administrative levels and for professional staff.

Maintain the best possible work environment and meet the requirements of all staff regardless of rank.

@ ‘ Y X X XTI



Chapter
Eight

PCBS in Pictures




LoladY OlslasW & jLicw) doll) gleiz] (o il

Part of the Meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Economic Statistics
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PCBS Staff in solidarity in solidarity with the Palestinian prisoners Part of a seminar on the different indicators of the population in
on their hunger strike Gaza Strip in the presence of Mr. Paul Chung and Mr, Juraj Rikan
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Part of the Meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Paul Chung and Juraj Riecan visit to the Islamic University in Gaza
Agricultural Statistics
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Visit of Paul Chung and Juraj Riecan to Bil’in village
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PCBS participating in the protest tent in solidarity with the Planting of PCBS garden
Palestinian prisoners - Nablus
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PCBS delegation in a visit to Rawabi City Ceremony marking the UN vote on a non-member observer state

for Palestine
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