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 2101، آب –هـ 0414، رمضان. 
 .جميع الحقوق محفوظة

 
 :في حالة الاقتباس، يرجى الإشارة إلى هذه المطبوعة كالتالي

 
الظروف الاجتماعية والاقتصادية للأسر الفلسطينية، مسح  .1023 الجهاز المركزي للإحصاء الفلسطيني،

 .فلسطين –رام الله   .النتائج الأساسية.  2102
 

   :جميع المراسلات توجه إلى
 الجهاز المركزي للإحصاء الفلسطيني

 .فلسطين –، رام الله 2461.  ب.ص
 2982700  2 (970/972): هاتف
 2982710  2 (970/972): فاكس

 0011111111: الرقم المجاني

      diwan@pcbs.gov.ps: بريد إلكتروني

 2991: الرقم المرجعي                                                 http://www.pcbs.gov.ps  :صفحة إلكترونية
 

 

 

تم إعداد هذا التقرير حسب الإجراءات المعيارية المحددة في ميثاق الممارسات 
 1004للإحصاءات الرسمية الفلسطينية 
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PCBS: Economic and Social Conditions Survey, 2012 - Main Findings PCBS2012

 

Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  65.4  51.5  66.6  61.9  66.5  64.0Within the Same Locality 

  23.6  24.2  23.6  23.8  20.4  22.3

 Within the Same Governorate 

(exclude within the same 

locality)

  5.3  16.0  6.3  8.6  9.7  9.1Other Governorate 

  4.5  6.2  2.4  4.3  3.1  3.7Out Side Country 

  1.2  2.1  1.1  1.4  0.3  0.9Other Governorate 

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

  10.7  11.1  13.0  11.5  14.8  12.7

Percent of Individuals Who 

Have Changed Their Place of 

Residence

 

Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  99.9  100.0  99.8  99.9  97.0  99.7Public Network

  0.1  0.0  0.2  0.1  3.0  0.3Other

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

152013

22013

Table 1: Percentage of Individuals Who Have Changed Their Place of Residence During the Past 5 Years in 

Palestine by Region, January 2013

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Main Source of Water in the Housing Unit 

and Region, January 2013

 Individuals Who Have 

Changed Their Place of 

Residence

Main Source of Water in the 

Household
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PCBS: Economic and Social Conditions Survey, 2012 - Main Findings PCBS2012

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

5  4.7  3.3  40.0  14.0  10.9  13.8Less than 5

515  28.3  12.7  19.0  20.6  23.9  20.95-15 day

1631  66.6  77.2  39.9  62.7  60.9  62.516-31 day

  0.4  6.8  1.1  2.7  4.3  2.8Don’t know

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  99.7  99.0  99.8  99.5  99.6  99.6Public Network

  0.3  0.9  0.1  0.4  0.2  0.3Private Generator

  0.0  0.1  0.1  0.1  0.2  0.1None

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  37.2  59.8  31.8  42.5  79.9  55.4Public Network

  43.1  15.3  61.2  39.9  15.0  31.3Porous Cesspit

  19.3  24.5  6.9  17.3  4.9  13.0Tight Cesspit

  0.4  0.4  0.1  0.3  0.2  0.3None

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

3
2013

52013

Table 3: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine Connected to the National Public Water 

Network or the Israeli One by the Number of Days of Water Availability in the Month and Region, 

January 2013

Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine According to the Source of Electricity 

and Region, January 2013

Table 5: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Way of Wastewater Disposal and 

Region, January 2013

Number of Days

42013

Disposal Way of 

Wastewater  

Source of Electricity
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Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  24.4  19.9  22.6  22.5  74.0  40.3
The Household 

Received Assistance

  75.6  80.1  77.4  77.5  26.0  59.7
The Household Not 

Received Assistance

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

62013
Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by Receiving Assistance During the Past 

Six Months and Region, January 2013

 Receiving Assistance
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Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

1  17.6  23.7  15.9  18.7  1.2  7.61

2  18.6  21.5  13.2  17.8  31.8  26.72

3  63.8  54.8  70.9  63.5  67.0  65.73+

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  32.6  39.6  39.8  36.7  49.1  45.0Food

  5.1  1.7  1.3  3.0  1.9  2.3Cash

  56.3  53.6  51.3  54.0  22.6  33.2School Feeding

  4.5  2.8  5.8  4.5  3.9  4.1Voucher

  0.2  0.5  0.2  0.3  20.6  13.7Job Opportunities

  0.1  0.4  1.1  0.5  0.1  0.2Other/Specify…

  1.2  1.4  0.5  1.0  1.8  1.5

Product Inputs (Seeds, 

Fertilizer, …)  

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

72013

82013

Table 8: Percentage Distribution of Households Whom Received Assistances in Palestine by Type of 

Assistance During the Past Six Months and Region, January 2013

 Type of Assistance نوع المساعدة

Table 7: Percentage Distribution of Households Whom Received Assistances in Palestine by the Number 

of Assistance Times  During the Past Six Months and the Region, January 2013

 Number of Assistance 

Times 
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Region

North of 

West 

Bank

Middle 

of 

West 

Bank

South of 

West 

Bank

West BankGaza StripPalestine

  13.7  12.4  7.9  11.5  63.6  46.0UNRWA

  42.1  53.0  49.0  47.1  11.2  23.3Relatives/Friends/Neighbors

  35.7  27.2  33.6  32.9  12.0  19.0Ministry of Social Affair

5.1Other International Agencies  6.9  1.7  2.2  0.2  2.1  منظمات دولية أخرى

  1.8  3.5  1.8  2.2  2.4  2.4
Zakat/Other Religious 

Institutions

  1.3  1.6  0.9  1.2  2.1  1.8Other PA Agencies

1.3Other Local Civil Institutions  1.5  0.8  1.1     -1.0  مؤسسات مدنية محلية

  0.3  0.5  2.4  1.0  0.2  0.5Private Sector Institutions

0.4  0.1  1.0  0.7  0.4  1.6  البلديات والمجالس المحلية
Municipalities and Local 

Councils

  0.4  1.2  0.4  0.6-  0.2Don't Know/No Answer

100.0100.0Total  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  المجموع

 

  Satisfied
 Not 

Satisfied 
Total

100.0UNRWA  12.7  87.3  وكالة الغوث

  89.5  10.5  100.0Relatives/Friends/Neighbors

  78.5  21.5  100.0Ministry of Social Affair

100.0Other International Agencies  9.1  90.9  منظمات دولية أخرى

  84.7  15.3  100.0
Zakat/Other Religious 

Institutions

  83.2  16.8  100.0Other PA Agencies

100.0Other Local Civil Institutions  12.2  87.8  مؤسسات مدنية محلية

  94.7  5.3  100.0Private Sector Institutions

100.0  20.8  79.2  البلديات والمجالس المحلية
Municipalities and Local 

Councils

___Don't Know/No Answer

92013

102013

  0.2

  19.0

  1.8

  0.4

  2.4

  1.3

  0.5

  5.1

  46.0

  23.3

Table 9: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Source of Assistance During the 

Past Six Months and the Region, January 2013

Source of Assistance

Source of Assistance

Percent of Households 

that received Assistance

Table 10: Percentage Distribution of Households According to the Degree of Satisfaction for 

Assistance in Palestine by the Source of Assistance During the Past Six Months, January 2013
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Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  30.9  23.0  32.3  29.2  20.6  23.7Totaly

  19.4  19.0  19.9  19.4  23.6  22.1Often

  33.6  40.9  30.1  34.5  42.0  39.3Partially

  16.1  17.1  17.7  16.9  13.8  14.9Limited

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

Region

North of West
Bank

Middle of
West Bank

South of
West Bank

West BankGaza StripPalestine

  31.4  34.1  12.7  26.7  14.9  22.6

I Can Survive 

Regardless of Period  

(More Than a Year)

1012  13.3  5.8  11.0  10.4  13.8  11.610-12 months 

39  24.0  11.4  25.5  20.6  20.1  20.43-9 months

12
  24.9  41.4  38.0  33.7  37.3  35.0

We Can Barely Manage 

(1 or 2 Months)   

  6.4  7.3  12.8  8.6  13.9  10.4

We are in Serious 

Problem and We Can't 

Manage  

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

112013

122013
Table 12: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the length of Time in Which Households 

Can Survive Economically and Region, January 2013

Table 11: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Degree of Their Dependence on 

Assistance by Region, January 2013

 Degree of Household 

Dependence on 

Assistance

 length of Time in Which 

Households Can Survive 

Economically
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Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank

West 

Bank

Gaza 

Strip
Palestine

  94.9  80.8  95.4  90.7  82.4  87.8Rising Cost of living

  24.7  19.7  32.0  25.3  27.1  25.9Delay in Receiving Wages

  15.9  7.0  12.4  12.1  41.9  22.4
Difficulties in Reaching Work 

Place, land, etc

  27.9  18.9  23.3  23.8  19.3  22.3Sickness of the Bread Winner

  5.3  13.8  8.0  8.7  6.4  7.9loss of all or Part of Wage

  4.3  6.7  4.3  5.1  2.3  4.1loss of Any HH Members Job

  1.6  3.7  2.0  2.4  2.2  2.3loss of Sources of Aid 

132013
Table 13: Percentage of Households in Palestine Which Faced Some of the Matters in the Past Six Months 

by Region, January 2013

Matters
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142013

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West 

Bank

South of 

West 

Bank

West 

Bank

Gaza 

Strip
Palestine

  24.1  31.2  53.5  34.9  39.4  36.4Not Pay Bills/Utilities

  13.8  15.6  15.3  14.8  12.1  13.8Used Life Savings

  8.0  10.5  8.7  9.0  13.3  10.5

Sell off Assets Jewelry, 

Furniture, Productive Assets, 

etc

  5.2  5.5  6.6  5.7  10.9  7.5Reduce Health and Education 

Expenses

  4.1  2.2  2.5  3.1  6.2  4.2

Regrouping of Family 

Members to Save Money 

(House and food sharing)

  13.2  15.0  15.9  14.6  9.1  12.7
Reduce Expenditure on 

Smoking

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank

West 

Bank

Gaza 

Strip
Palestine

  12.7  11.0  15.5  13.0  67.8  31.9in Kind Aid (Food, Clothes….) 

  20.9  12.4  16.1  16.9  33.7  22.7Government (Public Sector)

  21.8  24.8  28.6  24.7  15.6  21.6
Private Sector Regular Wage 

Work 

  22.3  20.2  21.5  21.4  19.4  20.7Private Sector Irregular Wage 

  28.2  20.1  3.3  18.4  11.5  16.0
Transfers from Friends and 

Relatives

  12.3  13.5  16.0  13.8  16.8  14.8Cash Aid

  27.7  13.5  15.9  19.9  3.8  14.4Agriculture Including livestock

  15.7  26.4  18.1  19.7  0.1  12.9Israel and Settlements

  17.9  10.1  12.9  14.1  8.4  12.1Private Sector Self Employment 

  4.9  29.8  4.2  12.3  7.1  10.5
Social Insurance, Pensions and 

Retirement

  7.8  8.9  6.1  7.7  4.2  6.5Private Sector Employer 

  2.1  2.5  1.5  2.0  2.4  2.2Properties,  Rents

 Sources of Income

Table 14: Percentage of Households in the Palestine by the Procedures Carried Out During the Past Six 

Months and the Region, January 2013

Table 15: Percentage of Households in the Palestine by Sources of Income on Which They Depend and 

the Region, January 2013

Procedures

152013
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Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  11.4  12.0  8.5  10.7  7.1  9.5Decreased

  1.9  3.1  5.5  3.3  1.9  2.8Increased

  86.7  84.9  86.0  86.0  91.0  87.7Remained the Same

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

 

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  19.8  13.8  16.5  17.0  8.8  14.1Decreased

  2.6  3.8  5.3  3.7  3.4  3.6Increased

  77.6  82.4  78.2  79.3  87.8  82.3Remained the same

  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0Total

 
Region

North of 

West Bank

Middle of 

West Bank

South of 

West Bank
West BankGaza StripPalestine

  12.6  11.3  13.7  12.5  16.8  14.0Food

  9.3  10.0  6.7  8.8  9.3  9.0Clothes

  6.8  6.5  5.0  6.2  6.9  6.4Housing Neeeds

  9.9  8.5  1.6  7.1  4.6  6.2Travel /Recreation

  6.6  6.7  5.3  6.3  5.3  5.9Education

  4.0  5.0  5.6  4.8  4.7  4.8Health

  4.2  5.9  3.4  4.5  3.7  4.2Bills

  4.5  5.0  2.5  4.1  4.3  4.1Transportation

162013

172013

182013

Basic Consumption 

Items

Table 16: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Change of the Sources of 

Household Income During the Past Six Months and the Region, January 2013

Table 17: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by the Change in the Monthly 

Household Income During the Past Six Months and the Region, January 2013

Table 18: Percentage of Households in Palestine that Decreased the Average of Expenditure by 

Basic Goods and Services and the Region, January 2013

Condition of Sources of 

Household Income

Condition of Household 

Monthly Income
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Introduction 
 

The social and economic conditions covered in the Palestinian Households Survey represent 

one of the most important areas of Palestinian official statistics. The main role of the Palestine 

Central Bureau of Statistics and statistical agencies is to provide data on the conditions 

experienced by the community. The responses to this survey are designed to meet the needs of 

users of statistical data related to social and economic development in Palestine and enhance 

cooperation between the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, the World Food Program (WFP) and the UN Relief 

Works Agency for Refugees (UNRWA). 

 

Indicators of social, economic and environmental conditions in Palestinian households reflect 

many aspects of daily life and provide a comprehensive database relating to these areas. These 

considerations and the importance of obtaining detailed data on the most important social and 

economic indicators motivated PCBS to conduct surveys on this topic. 

 

The report is divided into three chapters: chapter one presents the main findings of the survey; 

chapter two discusses the quality and methodology of fieldwork in terms of the questionnaire, 

sample design, fieldwork operations, and coverage, in addition to data processing and 

tabulation. Finally, chapter three explains the main concepts and definitions used in the report 

with brief descriptions. 

 

We hope that we have been successful in bridging gaps in information and providing a basic 

reference of Palestinian official statistics to serve the development process and enable 

decision-makers at various levels to formulate decisions and plans on a professional, scientific 

basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   July, 2013                                                                                                    Ola Awad 

                                                                                                                     President of PCBS 
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Chapter One 

 

Main Findings 
 

This chapter presents a summary of the most important statistical indicators of  social and 

economic conditions of the Palestinian households in Palestine, 2012.   

 
1.1 Connection to Public Networks     

 

Only around 0.5% of households in Palestine are not connected to the  

public water network 

 

Survey data of 2012 showed that 99.7% of housing units in Palestine are connected to a 

public water network: 99.9% in the West Bank and 97.0% in the Gaza Strip. 

 

The results also showed that 99.6% of the housing units in Palestine connected to the public 

water network, with almost no differences between the West bank and Gaza Strip. 

 
Percentage of Housing Units Connected to the Public  Water Network by Region, 2012 

 
 

 

1.2 Change in Place of Residence
 1

  
 

Around 13% of individuals in Palestine changed their place of residence during the 

previous five years 

 

The results indicated that 12.7% of individuals had changed their place of residence during 

the previous five years (based on the definition adopted for the purpose of this survey). Of 

those who changed their place of residence, 64.0% moved within the same locality (61.9% in 

the West Bank and 66.5% in Gaza Strip) and 22.3% within the same governorate (excluding 

the figures for those who moved within the same locality). In addition, 3.7% of individuals 

                                                           
1 For the purpose of this survey, it was considered that the individuals whom moved from their housing unit within the same 

locality as change of place of residence  
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changed their place of residence to outside the country: 4.3% from the West Bank and 3.1% 

from the Gaza Strip. 
 

Percentage Distribution of Individuals who have Changed Their Place of Residence 
During the Past 5 Years by Region, 2012 

 
 

1.3 Social Assistance 
 

4 out of 10 households received assistance during the second half of 2012 

 

The results indicated that 40.3% of households, or any of their members, had received 

assistance in the second half of 2012 in Palestine: 22.5% in the West Bank and 74.0% of 

households in the Gaza Strip. Of the households that received assistance, two-thirds had 

received assistance on three occasions or more, a quarter of these households had received 

assistance twice and 8% had received assistance once.  

 
Percentage Distribution of Households in the Palestine by Receiving Assistance 

During the Past Six Months and the Region, January 2013 

 
 

The results indicated that 45.0% of the households had received food assistance, 33.2% had 

received cash assistance, while other assistance took the form of work opportunities, 

production inputs, or other means. 
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1.4 Sources of Humanitarian Assistance and Degree of Satisfaction 
 

Palestinian National Authority and the local community were main source of 

assistance for half of the households who received assistance 

  
UNRWA was the source of 46.0% of the assistance provided, followed by 23.3% for 

assistance from parents, relatives and friends. The Social Affairs Ministry made up 19.0% of 

assistance, 5.1% by international organizations, 2.4% by Zakat committees, 1.3% by local 

institutions, and 1.8% from other PA institutions. In the West Bank, assistance by parents and 

relatives made up 47.1% of assistance, followed by 32.9% from the Social Affairs Ministry. 

In the Gaza Strip, assistance from UNRWA predominated with 63.6%, followed by 12.0% 

from the Social Affairs Ministry. 

 

The data indicated that 87.3% of households were satisfied with the assistance received from 

UNRWA; 89.5% of households were satisfied with assistance received from parents, relatives 

and friends; 78.5% of households were satisfied with assistance received from the Social 

Affairs Ministry; 90.9% of households were satisfied with assistance received from 

international agencies; and 84.7% of households were satisfied with the assistance received 

from Zakat or other religious institutions. 

 
Percentage Distribution of Households in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Source of 

Assistance During the Past Six Months, January 2013 

 

 
1.5 Degree of Dependence on Humanitarian Assistance: 

 

More than one-third of Palestinian households depend on assistance 

 

The data indicated that around 14% of Palestinian households receiving assistance depend 

completely or substantially on it, about 39% of households partially depend on the assistance 

and about 15% of the households do not rely on any assistance.  

 

When households were asked about the period of time they could survive economically, 

22.6% of households in Palestine stated that it can survive regardless of the length of the 

period of time: 26.7% of households in the West Bank compared with 14.9% of households in 
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the Gaza Strip. In addition, 11.6% of households indicated that they could survive for several 

months (10-12 months) and 20.4% of households indicated that they could survive for a 

period of 3-9 months: 20.6% in the West Bank compared with 20.1% of households in the 

Gaza Strip. A further 35.0% of households reported that they could survive for only 1-2 

months, while 10.4% of households in Palestine reported that they face serious financial 

difficulties and do not know how they will survive in future. 
 

1.6 Issues Faced by Households in the Past Six Months 
 

One in 5 households has problems associated with access to the workplace, markets  

or land 
 

The most important issues faced by households in Palestine during the previous six months 

included the ill-health of breadwinners (22.3%): 23.8% in the West Bank and 19.3% in the 

Gaza Strip. In addition, 25.9% of households in Palestine cited delay in receiving their salary: 

25.3% in the West Bank and 27.1% in the Gaza Strip. A further 22.4% of households in 

Palestine faced problems associated with access to the workplace, markets or land: 12.1% in 

the West Bank and 41.9% in the Gaza Strip. 
 

In light of the economic conditions, households reduced their monthly expenditure on many 

everyday items. Data indicated that 36.4% of households in Palestine did not pay their bills, 

13.8% of households used savings, 10.5% sold personal property (jewelry or furniture) and 

4.2% of households resorted to sharing housing or food to save money. It was noted that 7.5% 

of households in Palestine reduced expenditure on education and health. 
 

Percentage of Households in Palestine by the Procedures Carried Out During the Past 
Six Months, January 2013 

 
 

1.7 Sources of Household Income 

 

One in 7 households reduced spending on food and drinks during second half of 2012 

 

The data indicated that 9.5% of households in Palestine had fewer sources of income: 10.7% 

in the West Bank and 7.1% of households in the Gaza Strip. Data also showed that 2.8% of 

households had improved sources of income: 3.3% in the West Bank and 1.9% in the Gaza 

Strip. It was noted that 14.0% of households in Palestine had reduced their average 

expenditure on food. 
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Chapter Two 
 

Methodology and Data Quality 
 

The methodology of the survey was designed taking into account Palestinian conditions, 

international standards, data processing requirements and the comparability of outputs with 

other related surveys conducted in Palestine during 2012. 

 

2.1 Questionnaire of the Survey  

 

The Questionnaire Represents the main tool for the data collection, and so it must achieve the 

technical specifications for all phases of the survey, and the questionnaire consists of several 

sections: 

 Cover Page: Contains the identification data for the family, the date of the visit, data 

on the team work of the field, office and data entry. 

 The Roaster: Which contains demographic, social and economic data for the family 

members selected. 

 Housing Characteristics: It includes data on the type of dwelling, tenure, number of 

rooms, housing unit connection to public networks (water, electricity), the method of 

waste disposal, the main source of energy used in the housing unit, durable goods 

available to the family as well as data on the confiscation / Isolation Lands of the 

family by the Israeli occupation and land area. 

 Agriculture: The family ownership of agricultural land and land area, and sources of 

irrigation of agricultural crops, livestock and their numbers and data on the number of 

workers in agriculture from family members. 

 Assistances: Contains data about the family receiving of all kinds of assistances (food, 

cash, employment, school feeding), as well as a number of times to receive assistance, 

and source of assistance, and satisfaction for assistance and the reason for the 

dissatisfaction for assistance. 

 Coping Strategy: It contains data on the length of time in which the family can survive 

financially in the future, and the difficulties faced by the family and the actions carried 

out by the family to cope with difficulties. 

 Income: This section contains data on the sources of family income and the value of 

the family's monthly income over the past month and the value of annual income, and 

the percentage of annual income from agriculture. 

 Consumption/Expenditures: This section contains data on household expenditure in 

terms of increase or decrease, as well as the average household expenditure during the 

past six months, the rate of household expenditure on food and water during the past 

six months ... etc.. 

 Dietary Diversity and Facing Food Shortages: Includes data about how many days the 

family consume some food during the past week and the origin and source of such 

food. 

 Freedom of Movement: The data includes all restrictions on the movement of the 

family during the past six months, and the problems prevent any family member from 

access to work, land, school or university and health facilities. 
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2.2 The Sample and Frame 
 

2.2.1 Target Population  

This consisted of all Palestinian households and individuals who normally reside in Palestine 

during 2032. 

 

2.2.2 Sampling Frame  

The sampling frame consisted of all enumeration areas (EAs) enumerated in 2007, each area 

consisting of buildings and housing units with an average of 124 households. These 

enumeration areas constituted primary sampling units (PSUs) in the first stage of the sampling 

selection.  

 

Sample Size 

The estimated sample size was 10,827 households, including cases of non-response. 

 

2.2.3 Sampling Design  

The sample was a two-stage stratified cluster (pps) sample: 

First stage: selection of a stratified sample of 314 EAs by the (pps) method. 

Second stage: selection of a random area sample of 25 households from each enumeration 

area selected in the first stage; the selection starts from a random point in the enumeration 

area (building number). 

 

Sample strata: 

The population was divided by: 

1- Governorate (17 governorates) 

2- Type of locality (urban, rural, refugee camps). 

 

 

2.3 Weights Calculation of Households 

The weight of statistical units (sampling unit) in the sample is defined as the mathematical 

inverse of the selection probability where the sample of the survey is a two-stage stratified 

cluster (pps) sample. In the first stage we calculate the weight of enumeration areas based on 

the probability of each enumeration area (pps sample). In the second stage we calculate the 

weight of households in each enumeration area. Initial household weights resulted from the 

product of the weight of the first stage and the weight of the second stage. The final 

household weights were obtained after adjustment of the initial weights with the household 

estimates for mid-2012 according to design strata (governorate, locality type).    

 

Weights for the ROSTER file were calculated as follows: 

1- adding the household weights (wh) for each person per household, known as the 

primary weight of person. 

2- adjusting the primary person weights in relation to the number of population in mid-

December 2012 by these adjusted levels: (region (West Bank, Gaza Strip), (gender 

(male, female), five-year age group. 

3- Finally, we obtain the final person weight in each adjusted level which the person 

belongs to. 
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2.4 Field Work  
 

2.4.1 Training Field workers  

Field workers were trained on basic skills before the start of data collection. The interviewers 

were trained on the Economic and Social Conditions Survey by attending a training course in 

Ramallah for West Bank trainees, and by video conferencing for Gaza Strip trainees. 

Instructions for filling the questionnaire were made available to the interviewers.  The training 

provided the participant with the aims and definitions of the different indicators and 

expressions in the survey and how to fill in the questionnaire.   

 

2.4.2 Data Collection  

Field work started on 11/12/2012 and lasted until 27/1/2013. Field work teams were 

distributed to all districts in proportion to the sample size of each governorate. The field work 

team consisted of 112 members, including 19 supervisors, 11 editors and 82 interviewers.    

 

2.5 Response Rates 

The survey sample consisted of 10,827 households, of which 8359 households completed the 

interview: 4953 households from the West Bank and 3406 households in the Gaza Strip.  

Weights were modified to account for the non-response rate. The response rate in the West 

Bank was 76.4 % and in the Gaza Strip it was 90.9%. 

 

Interview Result 
 

No. of cases Result 

   8,953 Household completed 

761 Traveling households 

       182 Unit does not exist 

1,087 No one at home 

147 Refused to cooperate 

414 Vacant Housing unit 

714 No available information 

157 Other 

10,827 Total sample size 

 

Response and non-response formulas: 

 

Percentage of over coverage errors = Total cases of over coverage            x 100% 

                                                             Number of cases in original sample  

= 5.6% 

Non response rate =    Total cases of non response x 100% 

                                         Net Sample size 

                                   = 18.2% 

 

Net sample = Original sample – cases of over coverage 

Response rate = 100%  -  non-response rate 

                              = 81.8% 
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Treatment of non-response cases using weight adjustment  


 



rg

ng co

wi

wiwi
fg

.

 

Where 

wi : the primary weight before adjustment for the household i 

g: adjustment group by ( governorate, locality type ). 

fg: weight adjustment factor for the group g. 

          ng
wi  :   Total weights in group g         

   cases      cgo
wi

.
 :  Total weights of over coverage 

    :    Total weights of response cases  rg
wi       

 

We calculate fg  for each group ,and final we obtain the final household weight ( iw' ) by 

using the following formula: 

fgiwiiw *'   

 

2.6 Data Processing  

The data processing stage consisted of the following operations:  

1. Editing and coding before data entry: All questionnaires were edited and coded in the     

office using the same instructions adopted for editing in the field.    

2. Data entry: At this stage, data were entered into the computer using a data entry template 

designed in Access. The data entry program was prepared to satisfy a number of 

requirements such as:   

 Duplication of the questionnaires on the computer screen.  

 Check on the logic and consistency of data entered.  

 Possibility of internal editing of question answers.  

 Maintaining a minimum of digital data entry and fieldwork errors.  

 User friendly handling.  

 Possibility of transferring data into another format to be used and analyzed using other 

statistical analytical systems such as SPSS.   

 

There are different methods to evaluate data according to subject. These include: 

  Frequency of missing values and responses like “other” or “do not know” and 

examining data consistency between the different sections. 

  Comparing survey results with other sources and also with the results of the 

Economic and Social Conditions Survey of 2010 and 2011. All quality checks in 

operation revealed that data of this survey are of a high quality. 

 

2.7 Data Accuracy 
 

2.7.1 Sampling Errors 

Data of this survey may be affected by sampling errors due to use of a sample and not a 

complete enumeration. Therefore, certain differences are expected in comparison with the real 

values obtained through censuses. Variances were calculated for the most important 

indicators: the variance table is attached with the final report. There is no problem in 

disseminating results at national and regional level (West Bank, Gaza Strip).    
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Summary for variance calculation for main indictors 
 

Indicator Estimate 
Standard 

Error 
C.V% 

95% confidence 
Interval 

Lower Upper 

Percentage of Household who  received any 
kind of assistance during the past 6 months in 
2012 in state of Palestine 

3.04 .00%  801 4103% 41.7% 

Percentage of Household who the bread winner 
is the head of the household  during 2012 year 
in state of Palestine 

82.6 0.6% .00 1803%  1408%  

Percentage of Household who cannot access to 
the confiscated/ isolated land during 2012 year 
in state of Palestine 

75.6 3.6% 4.8 67.8% 82% 

*C.V: coefficient of variation 

 

2.7.2 Non-Sampling  Errors 

Non-sampling errors are possible at all stages of the project and during data collection or 

processing. These are referred to as non-response errors, response errors, interviewing        

errors and data entry errors.  To avoid errors and reduce their effects, considerable efforts 

were made to train field workers intensively. They were trained in how to conduct the 

interview, what to discuss and what to avoid, and practical and theoretical training during the        

training course. 
 

Data entry staff were also trained on the entry program, which was examined before starting 

the data entry process.  Continuous contacts with the field work team were maintained 

through regular visits to the field and regular meetings during the different field visits.  

Problems faced by field workers were discussed to clarify issues and provide relevant 

instructions. 
 

The implementation of the survey resulted in non-response where the household was not 

present at home during the field work visit and this constituted a high percentage of non-

response cases. The lowest response rate was 67.1% in the Middle West Bank and the highest 

response rate was 90.9% in the Gaza Strip. The refusal rate was 2.3%, which is a low 

percentage in comparison to the household surveys conducted by PCBS; this is due to the 

clarity of the questionnaire and the experience of field work personnel. 
 

2.8 Data Quality 

During the different phases of the work several measures have been taken to ensure quality 

control, the data entry program was examined before starting the data entry process, and there 

was a continuous contact with the field workers through field visits, and made regular 

meetings with the field team during field visits, and an appropriate solutions were put when 

further clarifications were needed. 
 

2.9 Technical Notes 

The sources of errors can be summarized as:  

 Unable to complete the data in some questionnaires due to non-response cases, such as 

the households were not in their housing unit and some households refused to meet with 

the interviewers.  

 Some households were uninterested in the questionnaire.   

 Some errors occurred due to the way the questions were asked by interviewers.  

 Misunderstanding of the questions by the respondents.  

 Answering the questions related to consumption by estimations. 
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Chapter Three 

 

Concepts and Definitions 
 

Locality: 

A permanently inhabited place that has an independent municipal administration, or a 

permanently inhabited, separate place not included within the formal boundaries of another 

locality. 
 

Household:  

One person or a group of persons with or without a household relationship who live in the 

same housing unit, share meals and make joint provision of food and other essentials of 

living. 
  

Head of Household: 

The person who usually lives with the household and is recognized as head of household by 

its other members. Often he/she is the main decision maker and is responsible for financial 

support and welfare of the household. 
  

Age in Completed Years: 

The completed age in years of the person enumerated, which is the difference between the 

date of birth and the survey reference period. 
  

Household Membership: 

Persons staying in the dwelling unit are considered members of the household if the dwelling 

unit is their usual or only place of residence.  

 

Refugee Status: 

This status relates to Palestinians who were forced to leave their land in Palestine occupied 

by Israel in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandchildren. 
  

Place of Residence: 

The place of residence refers to the name of the locality in which the person spends most of 

his time during the year (lived there six months or over), irrespective of whether it is the 

person’s same place of existence during the census, or the place in which he works and 

performs related activities, or his place of origin.  

 

Years of Schooling: 

The number of regular years of study completed successfully.  Repetition years and irregular 

study or courses are not taken into account  

 

Work: 

All activities performed by persons in order to gain profit or wage, either monthly wage, 

weekly, daily, by piece for profit or family gain, in cash or in kind.  One hour or more of such 

activity constitutes work.  Work also includes unpaid activity on a family farm or business. 

 

Main Occupation:  

The job or type of work performed by the employed person or used to be performed by the 

ever worked unemployed. The occupation refers to the activity in which the employed works 

more than half of work hours, or the most frequent job during the last three months before 

reference data.  
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Educational Attendance: 

Attendance means registering the person in any formal educational stage irrespective of 

whether it took the form of continuous attendance or distant learning. Formal education stages 

include elementary stage, preparatory stage, (both of which are referred to as basic stage), 

secondary stage and higher education stage. 

 

Health Insurance: 

Indemnity cover against financial losses associated with the occurrence or treatment of health 

problems. 

 

Disability/Difficulty: 

Individuals with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual, 

or sensory impairments which, in interaction with various barriers, may hinder their full and 

effective participation in society on an equal basis with others. 

 

 
 




