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Table 1: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
by Region and Building Type, 1997, ( Value in US $ 1000 )

Region s Al sliia B IS £ saxal Lkt
Other Establishment Villa\House Building Total
West Bank & Gaza Strip 110,133.9 57,873.7 328,505.5 203,296.8 699,809.9 336 plaby 4y il il
West Bank 81,924.8 40,609.2 247,640.7 113,947.9 484,122.6 Ay p Al
North 26,710.7 32,676.6 111,788.9 20,570.4 191,746.6 el
Middle 54,963.9 4,093.7 78,3123 67,836.2 205,206.1 L
South 250.2 3,838.9 57,539.5 25,541.3 87,169.9 gl
Gaza Strip 28,209.1 17,264.5 80,864.8 89,348.9 215,687.3 5 pUs
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Table 2: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
by Region and Building Status, 1997, ( Value in US $ 1000 )

Region JaiSa pf g Jaesa LA caal JaiSa £ saaall Aahaialy
Used but not Completed Under Construction Completed Total
West Bank & Gaza Strip 235,843.1 154,072.9 309,893.9 699,809.9 336 plabg 4y il i
West Bank 143,220.2 123,302.1 217,600.3 484,122.6 Ayl Al
North 52,690.3 39,529.6 99,526.7 191,746.6 Jledd
Middle 81,719.4 60,177.8 63,308.9 205,206.1 Lo gl
South 8,810.5 23,594.7 54,764.7 87,169.9 sl
Gaza Strip 92,622.9 30,770.8 92,293.6 215,687.3 536 gl
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Table 3: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

by Region and Ownership, 1997, ( Value in US $ 1000 )

* 5 Al s wed g saxall
Region Other* Governmental Private Total dahia)
West Bank & Gaza Strip 23,174.8 9,225.7 667,409.4 699,809.9 336 plhady 4y il Ao
West Bank 20,912.9 5,372.1 457,837.7 484,122.7 VI EWA]
North 19,3314 2,473.5 169,941.8 191.746.7 Jlel
Middle 1,331.3 0.0 203,874.8 205,206.1 Lo
South 250.2 2,898.6 84,021.1 87.169.9 i gial
Gaza Strip 2,261.9 3,853.6 209,571.7 215,687.2 S U

*Includes Waqf, Cooperative, Charitable and other
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Table 4: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

by Region and Utilization, 1997, ( Value in US $ 1000 )

Cig e g JIA/ e Juall g ol ki Jasl ki gl g saaa
Region Unspecified | Closed\Vacant Work and Work only Residential Total dahia)
Residential only
West Bank & Gaza Strip 124,658.1 38,936.4 96,701.7 63,563.0 375,951.0 699,810.2 336 plady 4y 4l Al
West Bank 97,709.7 33,893.7 68,949.1 46,730.7 236,839.6 484,122.8 PR e |
North 32,905.5 4,322.1 32,693.1 37,633.7 84,192.3 191,746.7 Jlaid
Middle 61,755.8 17,559.8 5,176.2 5,151.4 115,562.9 205,206.1 Ll
South 3,048.4 12,011.8 31,079.8 3,945.6 37,084.4 87,170.0 sl
Gaza Strip 26,948.4 5,042.7 27,752.6 16,832.3 139,111.4 215,687.4 38 plb
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Table 5: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

by Region and External Material, 1997, ( Value in US $ 1000 )

Region s Al el Gigh Giland g aa JreN £ saxall Akl
Other Cement Block | Stone & Cement Stone Total
West Bank & Gaza Strip 69,275.7 311,167.9 66,731.6 252,634.6 699.809.8 338 gllaby ) ddal)

West Bank 66,634.8 118,939.7 66,731.6 231,816.5 484,122.6 Ay g dd)

North 41,499.4 77,038.4 11,759.4 61,449.4 191,746.6 Jleid

Middle 8,978.3 30,136.7 34,507.6 131,583.5 205,206.1 Lol

South 16,157.1 11,764.6 20,464.6 38,783.6 87,169.9 PN
Gaza Strip 2,640.9 192,228.2 0.0 20,818.1 215,687.2 358 glab
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Table 6: Cost of Current Maintenance on Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

During 1997 ,( Value in US $ 1000)

Al Al 48l

Region Cost of Current Maintenance ddhid
West Bank & Gaza Strip 38,857.9 336 pllady 4y 4l Al
West Bank 34,129.5 Ay Al i
North 9,395.0 Juedd
Middle 11,025.0 Ll
South 13,709.5 G giall
Gaza Strip 4,728.4 358 plad
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Table 7: Cost of Capital Repair and Improvements on Buildings in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip During 1997 ,( Value in US $ 1000)

Allaad Y cliat § gl dils

Region Cost of Capital Repair and Improvements 4akial
West Bank & Gaza Strip 48,876.2 36 pladg Ay i) Al
West Bank 47,295.2 Ayl dial
North 10,237.2 Jleid
Middle 35,780.0 Jau sl
South 1,278.0 gl
Gaza Strip 1,581.0 336 plad
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Table 8: Cost of Construction of New Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by

Region and Cost Item During the Year 1997 ( Value in US $ 1000 )

Cost Region dahia) datey
i i gladg Ay il i)
356 plhad ) Ly dada il O
o &
Gaza Strip Jerusalem Remag‘;‘;iwe“ Weé;f:‘s‘:‘r;)“d

Excavations by 1,867.2 1,514.0 13,490.6 16,871.8 GG el jia
Construction Materials * 119,924.1 30,519.3 228,358.1 378,801.4 * ol ol g
Workmanship 35,341.6 8,768.7 77,448.8 121,559.1 Lnina a)
Workmanship+Materials ** 41,663.1 7,352.6 84,717.5 133,733.2 *% Uy e+ dumiias ) sal
Contracting Companies 9,616.8 443.1 13,343.2 23,403.1 Y e S, Cliatie
Licensing Fees 3,811.3 689.9 5,585.0 10,086.3 ey (a5 asy
Utilities Connection Fees 2,177.3 971.9 7,377.9 10,527.1 o Jpa s
Other 1,285.9 1,755.2 1,786.7 4,827.8 A
Total 215,687.3 52,014.8 432,107.9 699,809.9 £ saxall

* Construction materials purchased by owner.

** Where contract includes workmanship and materials
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Figure 1: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Type and Region, 1997
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Figure 2: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Status and Region, 1997
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Figure 3: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Ownership and Region, 1997
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Figure 4: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Utilization and Region, 1997
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Figure 5: Cost of Construction of Buildings in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by External Material and Region, 1997
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Preface

Construction is a vital activity in the Palestinian Economy. Not only it contributes
substantially in the Palestinian Gross Domestic Product and employment, but also it has
strong interrelations with other economic activities. The construction of buildings, in
particular, comprises a significant part of the construction activities as a whole.

In an attempt to provide statistical data on the different aspects of this activity, the PCBS has
initiated the Construction - Contractors Survey within the economic surveys series since 1994.
The PCBS has also started to prepare statistics on building licenses as of the first quarter of
1996.

The PCBS is pleased to issue the second report on the existing buildings. This survey aimed
basically to measure the output of producers engaged in Construction activities; those not
covered in the Construction Contractors Survey. We refer here to self - employed skilled and
unskilled workers (informal sector) who significantly contribute to the buildings’ construction
activity. This significant contribution brought up the urgent need to be surveyed to provide
more complete data on producers in construction activities. This survey provided data on the
cost of construction of existing buildings according to different characteristics in the
Palestinian Territories.

The findings of this survey will be used in compiling the National Accounts for 1997 for both
construction and real estate activities. We hope also that this data is of benefit to researchers
and other interested parties from both public and private sectors.

October, 1998 Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D
President
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Executive Summary
1. Introduction

In view of the significance of the construction activity in the Palestinian economy, the PCBS
found it necessary to accommodate the need as much as possible, for the statistical figures
that cover the prominent aspects of this activity, particularly estimates essential for
compilation of the Palestinian National Accounts.

The construction of buildings represents the bulk of construction projects taking place in the
Palestinian Territories. Major number of these buildings are normally constructed by self -
employed skilled workers and small size contractors. This survey aims to measure their output
via addressing building owners directly.

2. Objectives

2.1 Measuring the output of the informal sector engaged in building construction, additions
and capital and current maintenance.

2.2 Providing data on the cost of construction of existing buildings in the Palestinian
Territories by several characteristics.

2.3 Providing data on costs of current maintenance necessary for estimating the intermediate
consumption of real estate activities.

3. Methodology

3.1 Questionnaire: The questionnaire used in this survey was designed as simple as the data
expected to be kept by respondents.

3.2 Sample: A two stage stratified cluster random sample was used in this survey. In the first
stage 250 PSU’s (enumeration area) were selected out of the 3495 PSU’s into which all
Palestinian Territories are subdivided for statistical purposes. The average PSU size was
102 buildings. In the second stage a random sample from each PSU’s was selected on an
average 16 building per PSU’s . Total sample amounted to 3991 buildings.

4. Survey Stages
4.1 Preparation Stage: Examining available data and specifying objectives and data sources.

It included also developing the questionnair, manual, dummy tables, work plan, time -
table, editing and coding rules.

[13]



4.2 Implementation Stage:

4.2.1 Fieldwork operations: They are initiated after the recruitment and training of
qualified interviewers. The PCBS’s Fieldwork Directorate administers fieldwork
activities including interviewing and per-data entry editing activities.

4.2.2 Data Processing and Tabulation: This phase includes:

- Developing a data entry program and training of operators.
- Organizing data entry process.

- Post-data entry editing.

- Tabulation.

5. Main Findings
The following main indicators are derived from the Existing Buildings Survey 1997:

Values in Million US $
1. Cost of building construction during 1997 in the West Bank and Gaza 699.8

A . Cost of building construction by building type:

a- Building: 203.3
b- Villa/House: 328.5
c- Establishment 57.9

d- Others, including marginal buildings and enclosures: 110.1

B. Cost of building construction by building status:

a- Completed: 309.9
b- Under construction: 154.1
c- under destruction and utilized but not completed: 235.8

C. Cost of building construction by building utilization:

a- Residential only 376
b- Work only 63.5
c- Work and Residential 96.7
d- Closed / Vacant 38.9
e- Unspecified 124.7
D. Cost of building construction by building ownership:
a- Private 667.4
b- Governmental 9.2
c- Other 23.2
2. Cost of current maintenance for buildings during 1997 38.9

3. Cost of capital improvements for buildings during 1997 48.9
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