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1998 (s LaN) Ly W) o sioms coun Alalal) 053l ualaa 230 1 Jgaa
Table 1: Number of Operating Olive Presses by Automation Level and Year of Establishment, 1998

=¥l |Number of Olive Presses by Year of Establishment LA A s Aalad) pualaal) 200
Automation Level 1998-1991 1990-1981 1980-1971 1970-1961 1960 -1951 |Before 1950 J& Y (5 gina
of Olive Presses Total ralrall
Traditional Presses 4 0 0 0 0 1 3 i palea
Half Automatic 104 24 25 25 4 14 12 Ao 5y Cimi ualan
Full Automatic 119 49 40 13 10 5 2 ilagiyl yalaa
Total 227 73 65 38 14 20 17 £ saxal
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1998 cddadlaal) g dlanl) Al s G5 ) pualaa 23 12 Jgaa

Table 2: Number of Olive Presses by Operational Status and Governorate, 1998

Operational Status Aglenl) A0aY
Governorate £ saxal e Before 1950 J& Asblaal
Total Operating Temporarily Closed
Jenin & Tubas 46 45 1 olighy oua
Tulkarm 36 31 5 p S5k
Nablus 50 46 4 ol
Qalgilya 15 14 1 4Lats
Salfit 26 24 2 Cralu
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 41 34 7 3l 5 Al ol
Bethlehem 4 4 0 aad
Hebron 21 20 1 Jalal)
West Bank 239 218 21 IR P E A
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 5 5 0 il g5 e dune
Khanyounis & Rafah 4 4 0 by sl
Gaza Strip 9 9 0 336 glab
Palestinian Territory 248 227 21 ihalal 2 )
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1998 (Akdlaall g jalaall 434N 5 giua G 7 ALwal) @y 3l AtaSy ugdall gl AaS i3 Jgan
Table 3: Quantity of Olive Pressed & Oil Extracted by Automation Level of Olive Presses and Governorate, 1998

Quantity Metric Ton ohll 4.l
Total £ saaall Ailagig) palra Ailagig) ciual palza Before 1950 J&
Cu 3l Agas G5l Asag ralaa Automatic Olive Presses Half Automatic Olive Presses Traditional Olive Presses
Governorate 3l A Qg Agas Al 3l duas Qi Agas Axd) 3l duas Qg Agas Axd) adilaa)
Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of
Oil Extracted | Olive Pressed | Presses | Oil Extracted | Olive Pressed | Number | Oil Extracted | Olive Pressed | Number | Oil Extracted | Olive Pressed | Number
Jenin & Tubas 3822 17606 45 3258 15346 32 564 2260 13 0 0 0 sk O
Tulkarm 2325 8595 31 1559 5654 14 766 2941 17 0 0 0 aSlsh
Nablus 3285 14270 46 1203 5103 12 2082 9167 34 0 0 0 ol
Qalgilya 1012 4017 14 814 3262 7 198 755 7 0 0 0 Alals
Salfit 1116 4421 24 600 2407 7 516 2014 17 0 0 0 Cudl
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 1897 7747 34 1595 6559 19 287 1133 13 15 55 2 Boadls Al dl
Bethlehem 356 1636 4 320 1485 2 0 0 0 36 151 2 aal
Hebron 978 4895 20 978 4895 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 BEN]
West Bank 14791 63187 218 10327 44711 113 4413 18270 101 51 206 4 Ayl Al
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 114 544 5 104 496 4 10 48 1 0 0 0 Ll 0858 A
Khanyounis & Rafah 93 482 4 59 286 2 34 196 2 0 0 0 s ouispla
Gaza Strip 207 1026 9 163 782 6 44 244 3 0 0 0 356 plld
Palestinian Territory 14998 64213 227 10490 45493 119 4457 18514 104 51 206 4 Aoladanaldl) ) )
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Table 4: Number of Persons Engaged and Compensation of Paid Employees for Olive Presses by Governorate, 1998

1998 (Aidlaall cuus G 5h 3l sealaal sl cplalal) cliay gady cplaidal) dasf 14 Jgaa

Oalalall @il g2 Galalal) aae Culaladl 2ac e Alaa) palzall axc
Governorate (s ) »b Al s Claiial) Before 1950 J& ddlaa)

Compensation of Paid Num. of Paid Num. of Unpaid Number of Num. of Operating

Employees (US $ 1000) Employees Persons Engaged | Persons Engaged Presses
Jenin & Tubas 145 144 38 182 45 obosh s G
Tulkarm 135 152 37 189 31 p Nk
Nablus 223 171 101 272 46 o
Qalqilya 36 41 20 61 14 4Lals
Salfit 66 83 37 120 24 Cadle
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 150 170 32 202 34 3ol 5 A ol
Bethlehem 44 38 16 54 4 pa
Hebron 66 76 42 118 20 Jaad
West Bank 865 875 323 1198 218 4 A daa
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 4 4 12 16 5 i aas8 e A
Khanyounis & Rafah 3 13 10 23 4 zhoy s sl
Gaza Strip 7 17 22 39 9 536 gUabd
Palestinian Territory 872 892 345 1237 227 haclil ) )
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Value in US $ 1000

1998 iladlaal) e Gl alea pABLAL! Ol gadll g Qbﬁ.\d\; ‘?J“JSU il _uall g ck'.,\.ugl\ MMY\ 5 Jgaa
Table 5: Intermediate Consumption, Taxes & Fees and Transfers & Payments for Olive Presses Activity by Governorate, 1998

S Y o L Al

e ghaall asu g il 42l |Intermediate Consumption bl Dlgid) [ Before 1950 Jaé
Governorate By gl g Taxes and £ sl A cldgpan | slallgeligsh [ iy adsd | dalu clajlica Aalal) Alzdlaa
Transfers and Fees Total Other Water & Fuel & Oil Material Num. of Operating
Payments Expenditures Electricity Inputs Presses
Jenin & Tubas 4 3 236 102 35 66 33 45 odish s G
Tulkarm 10 2 154 60 34 33 27 31 p Sk
Nablus 8 2 239 78 58 24 79 46 ol
Qalgilya 0 1 73 44 5 15 9 14 4lald
Salfit 4 1 113 56 15 12 30 24 Cralu
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 11 3 212 82 79 13 38 34 RS
Bethlehem 7 4 64 40 14 4 6 4 pal
Hebron 56 2 92 30 22 30 10 20 sl
West Bank 100 18 1183 492 262 197 232 218 LA dd
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 0 1 8 3 3 1 1 5 g8 0e A
Khanyounis & Rafah 1 0 8 4 3 0 1 4 s pusla
Gaza Strip 1 1 16 7 6 1 2 9 56 gl
Palestinian Territory 101 19 1199 499 268 198 234 227 Lbacdddl) )
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1998 (Adsdlaall coun g3 ualae oLt ALY Jgad) 4S a 16 Jgaa
Table 6: Fixed Assets for Olive Presses Activity by Governorate, 1998

Value in US $ 1000 Sl Y 5 YL Al
4 idal) dagal <Duiay) 3 gidall g allal) saaal) cluiital 4 dal) dagay Before 1950 Ja
Governorate plad) dilgs B @ sl gluadly AU Jpa) e plad) Ay Aala Adlaal
Closing Depreciation Writtinoffs, Losses | New Acquisitions Opening Num. of Operating
Book Value & Sold Assets of Fixed Assets Book Value Presses
Jenin & Tubas 1606 236 0 217 1625 45 oishy o
Tulkarm 810 141 22 16 957 31 p S5k
Nablus 922 112 9 393 650 46 ol
Qalgilya 383 52 0 147 288 14 Alals
Salfit 557 69 38 176 488 24 Cudl
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 819 112 24 521 434 34 Bomll s Al ol
Bethlehem 17 2 0 5 14 4 S
Hebron 1795 260 72 735 1392 20 sl
West Bank 6909 984 165 2210 5848 218 Ll
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 328 64 0 224 168 5 il 358 i
Khanyounis & Rafah 66 11 0 0 77 4 Ty L sl
Gaza Strip 394 75 0 224 245 9 356 gliad
Palestinian Territory 7303 1059 165 2434 6093 227 Lihadil) o) )
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Table7: New Acquisitions of Fixed Assets for Olive Presses Activity by Governorate, 1998

Value in US $ 1000

1998 dldlaal) cous (g3l ealaal ALEY Jpa) (po Saall il 17 Jgand

S Y o VL Al

New Acquisitions of Fixed Assets

ALY Jgua) e Baaall clyiiBal)

Before 1950 J2

-

Governorate £ sl ¢ A Jyal Sra g B g el g (Al Adalad) ddadlaa)
Other Fixed Machineries & Buildings & Num. of Operating
Total Assets Equipments Constructions Presses
Jenin & Tubas 217 2 202 13 45 wshishy s
Tulkarm 16 3 13 0 31 p S5k
Nablus 393 32 330 31 46 ol
Qalqilya 147 1 145 1 14 4158
Salfit 176 14 162 0 24 Cralu
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 521 12 482 27 34 Byl 5 A Al
Bethlehem 5 1 4 0 4 S
Hebron 735 13 722 0 20 sl
West Bank 2210 78 2060 72 218 LA dad
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 224 5 219 0 5 il a5 e dune
Khanyounis & Rafah 0 0 0 0 4 s pusla
Gaza Strip 224 5 219 0 9 6 gl
Palestinian Territory 2434 83 2279 72 227 Lpidacaldl) ()
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Value in US $ 1000

1998 cddzdlaal) g Aty 5 slenn con g palaal ALGEY Jpa¥) (e Buaal) ciliiliall :8 Jgan
Table 8: New Acquisition of Fixed Assets by Automation Level of Olive Presses and Governorate, 1998

S Y o VL Al

New Acquisition of Fixed Assets

L) J o) (pa Bayaal) ciliitial

Before 1950 J2

Automation Level £ saaal) s A Jsal Claa g 3 gl Clelldl g (Al Alalal) LN o giaa
of Olive Presses Other Fixed Machineries & Buildings & Num. of Operating ralaall
Total Assets Equipments Constructions Presses
Traditional Press 4 0 4 0 4 il palea
Half Automatic 281 29 217 35 104 il g1 gl Caal palaa
Full Automatic 2149 54 2058 37 119 il g1 gl alza
Total 2434 83 2279 72 227 £ saxall
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Quantity in Metric Ton and Value in US $§ 1000

1998 (Ailaall s (53l jualae Blddl Apslay) cil pdisall ad) 19 Jsia

Table 9: Main Economic Indicators for Olive Presses Activity by Governorate, 1998

S Y s VL Al 5 ¢ lally Ayl

colband ) oy gl aady Dlgia) zll iy g ENTE IS Ol s Before 1950 J&
Governorate Alaal el FEIN] Jase gl alaal) Galalall oAl i gall Alalal) adadlaal
Gross Fixed Gross Intermediate | Olive Presses | Compensation |Extracted Oil | Olive Pressed | Num. of Operating
Capital Formation | Value Added | Consumption Output of Employees Quantity Quantity Presses

Jenin & Tubas 217 665 236 901 145 3822 17606 45 wlishy (s
Tulkarm 16 463 154 618 135 2325 8595 31 p S5k
Nablus 393 730 239 970 223 3285 14270 46 bl
Qalgilya 147 176 73 249 36 1012 4017 14 418
Salfit 138 218 113 332 66 1116 4421 24 il
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 497 600 212 812 150 1897 7747 34 Bondl s il Al
Bethlehem 5 114 64 177 44 356 1636 4 aal o
Hebron 663 237 92 329 66 978 4895 20 daad
West Bank 2076 3203 1183 4388 865 14791 63187 218 Ly dada
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 224 19 8 26 4 114 544 5 ) e Al
Khanyounis & Rafah 0 15 8 23 3 93 482 4 s oaala
Gaza Strip 224 34 16 49 7 207 1026 9 358 glkd
Palestinian Territory 2300 3237 1199 4437 872 14998 64213 227 Abaudil) o) )
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Value in US $ 1000

1998 cddadlaall s g3l jualea ol gl 210 Joaa
Table 10: Olive Presses Output by Governorate, 1998

S Y 0 YL Al

Dy sad g

Olive Presses Output

5 ) pualaa i )

Before 1950 J2

Governorate £ saxall Slaad @y gl (gl G5 pas dile Alalal) ALdlaal)
Revenues and il dasia Olive Presses Num. of Operating
Transfers Total Other Revenues |Trade Margin Return Presses
Jenin & Tubas 0 901 1 1 900 45 obishy O
Tulkarm 0 618 0 10 608 31 p Sk
Nablus 0 970 0 0 970 46 oalls
Qalgilya 0 249 0 0 249 14 4Lals
Salfit 0 332 0 0 332 24 Cuils
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 0 812 0 1 811 34 Bl g ) Al
Bethlehem 0 177 0 0 177 4 pad
Hebron 0 329 0 11 318 20 Jdad
West Bank 0 4388 1 23 4365 218 4 dada
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 0 26 0 6 20 5 558 Ay
Khanyounis & Rafah 0 23 0 2 21 4 s ool
Gaza Strip 0 49 0 8 41 9 356 plhad
Palestinian Territory 0 4437 1 31 4406 227 Aiacdil ) )
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1998 (cliliall (e galddll Gk G G5 malaa 2o 11 Joaa

Table 11: Number of Olive Presses by Methods of Waste Disposal, 1998

Olive Cake cdall [Waste Water dadall oLl | Disposal liquids (Zeb: S sl s
Governorate s A lad g5 A e AGd| palaial Bia | s AL [ ke A% | dualaia) 5 j8a | Before 1950 Ji Asblaal)
Others | Factories | Farmers | Others | Sewer Cesspool Others Sewer Cesspool Num. of Operat.
System System Presses
Jenin & Tubas 0 1 44 8 0 37 8 0 37 45 olashs O
Tulkarm 0 1 30 1 2 28 1 3 27 31 p Sk
[Nablus 0 0 46 8 7 31 7 7 32 46 sl
Qalqilya 0 0 14 0 0 14 0 0 14 14 4,Lals
Salfit 0 0 24 2 0 22 2 0 22 24 bl
Ramallah & Al- Bireh 1 0 33 2 2 30 7 2 25 34 Bomll s &l
Bethlehem 3 0 1 0 1 3 0 1 3 4 pal
Hebron 0 0 20 0 3 17 0 3 17 20 BEN
West Bank 4 2 212 21 15 182 25 16 177 218 LAl ddd
Gaza City & Deir Albalah 5 0 0 1 4 0 0 4 1 5 il pags e Anne
Khanyounis & Rafah 4 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 3 4 s pusla
Gaza Strip 9 0 0 1 5 3 0 5 4 9 56 gl
Palestinian Territory 13 2 212 22 20 185 25 21 181 227 Abhuddl) o2l Y)
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1998-1995 Aihuldll il W) A Gl alaa blis o dualad) <l pial @ 12 Jgas
Table 12: Basic Changes for the Olive Presses Activity in the Palestinian Territory 1995-1998

Quantity in Metric Ton and Value in US $ 1000

S Y53 YL Al g ol 3

Variable Year Before 1950 J# dal
1998 1997 1996 1995
Total Operating Olive Presses 227 209 228 214 alalall palaall 2o sl
Traditional Operating Presses 4 9 12 19 Aol alalal) paleall 22
Half Automatic Operating Presses 104 89 109 96 il 53 gY) Coad alalall yaledll 22e
Full Automatic Operating Presses 119 111 107 99 ok 6 gY) alalall palaall dac
Num. of Olive Presses Completely Closed 20 156 Liles Adledll jpalaall 22
Num. of Olive Presses Temporarily Closed 21 47 U 50 ddlaall palaall 22
Quantity of Olive Pressed 64213 24127 50884 50050 Al o5 3 s
Quantity of Oil Extracted 14998 5961 12344 13154 da Al cyHll dpes
Number of Persons Engaged 1237 1038 1111 2281 Olaidial) sae sl
Num. of Unpaid Persons Engaged 345 252 191 354 ol gsu caldlall 2ae
Num. of Paid Employees 892 786 920 1927 b cplelall aae
Compensation of Employees 872 383 745 615 Onlalall liay gan
Opening Book Value 6093 8316 8023 8022 plad) Aoy A 4, ydall Al
New Fixed Assets Cost 2434 563 2605 1857 sapaad) 4l J sl CallSs
Writtinoffs & Losses & Sold Assets 165 5 40 0 gLl 5 3 i) 5 caltal
Depreciation 1059 1000 1207 1214 s siaal) DUiaY)
Closing Book Value 7303 7874 9380 8666 Al Ales A &y il Al
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1998-1995 Aihuldll &l M) A Gl palaa blaS o dualul) @l pial @ (&) 12 Joas
Table 12 (Cont.): Basic Changes for the Olive Presses Activity in the Palestinian Territory 1995-1998

Quantity in Metric Ton and Value in US $ 1000

Sl DY 50 GV Al 5 hally A

Variable Year L i)
1998 1997 1996 1995
Olive Presses Return 4406 1942 3340 3439 05 eac dile
Trade Margin 31 3 198 0 ol Gl
Other Revenues 1 0 0 0 Ol dadie Clead )
Total Olive Presses Revenue 4437 1945 3539 3439 SVl palad) o
Intermediate Consumption 1199 669 1442 1042 Lo sl DY)
Gross Value Added 3237 1276 2097 2399 Jilad) A
Gross Fixed Capital Formation 2300 563 818 68 lea¥l il asd J 0 583
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Figure 1: Number of Operating Olive Presses by Automation Level and Governorate, 1998
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Figure 2: Quantity of Olive Pressed by Automation Level and Governorate, 1998
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Preface

Olive production is the backbone of Palestinians agriculture. Its crucial importance
lies on its contribution to the social and economic well-being of the Palestinian
households in general and rural people in specific. Olive production and related
activities are considered one of the major Palestinian economic strengths and
comprise a promising advantage. Thus the role of olives in the Palestinian economy
will continue. Moreover, any developmental efforts, in Palestine have to stress this
dimension in their plan of action.

PCBS believed on olives and targeted olive production sub-sector with its very early
statistical activities. It took upon itself accomplishing out annual survey of olive
presses, with stress on its agriculture side. This edition is the third issue in that series.

PCBS is thankful to those who commented its fourth issue, Olive Press Survey 1998,
who had a tangible contribution to the enrichment of this version. Hopefully, we
were able to work out these comments as properly as our readers wish and stress our
sincere welcome to any further comments.

March, 1998 Dr. Hassan Abu-Libdeh
President
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Executive Summary

1. Introduction:

Olive production constitutes a major activity in Palestine. Its importance lies not only in
occupying and preserving 837 thousand dunums of land or 45.7% of cultivated area but also
in its contribution to the social and economic well-being of Palestinians. Olive production
contributes to around 15% of the agriculture plants domestic income .

The importance of olive in Palestine was behind the decision of PCBS to carry out annually
total survey of olive presses. This report is the forth in that series.

1. 1 Objectives:

The objective of the survey was to obtain data on:
* Geographic distribution of olive presses and level of technology attained.

* Daily pressed olives, produced oil and extraction ratios. The influence of geographical
location of presses and level of technology on these performance indicators is to be
covered.

* Cost-benefit analysis Of the olive pressing business, to include value added by olive
presses, cost of material inputs (electricity, water, and fuel .. etc. ), employees
Compensation and employment size.

* Provide other information about the operating status including, ownership, legal status,
capital formation .. etc.

1.2 Report Structure:

This publication covers the findings of the fourth comprehensive survey of olive presses in
Palestine for the 1998 season. In addition to the introductory chapter, it consists of four other
chapters: chapter 2 presents the main concepts and definitions used in survey; the third
chapter points out the main findings of the olive presses survey 1998 . In chapter 4 tackles the
data collection and a brief discussion of field work comments and the theoretical background,
The last chapter provides a presentation of data quality. In addition to these 5 chapters a
bunch of tables, and charts is attached to the report, which, will attribute hopefully to the
transparency of this vital sub-sector.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1998. Agricultural Statistics, 1997/1998. Ramallah -
Palestine.



2. Concepts and Definitions:

Statistical Units: Based on the SNA of 1993, Olives presses activity is
classified under manufacturing. This implies that olive
presses on itself is to be considered as a statistical units.

Olive Press: An enterprise or part of an enterprise in which one
group of goods and services is produced ( olive oil, with
the possibility of having secondary activities).

Shift: is a period of continuous work of olive presses without
change in the working team.

Quantity of Oil: Quantity of olive oil in kilogram extracted from the
pressed olives.

Extraction Rates: percentage of olive oil resulted from pressed olives.

Pressing Fees: Is the amount (cash or kind) paid by clients against
pressing their olives. The payment is either in cash or in
kind as a fixed proportion of extracted oils.

Press Productivity: It is the actual quantity of olives pressed in a specific
period of time.

Gross Outputs: Value of goods produced and services rendered by the
olives presses including own-account goods.

Depreciation: The replacement cost of the consumed fixed assets or
proportion of fixed assets used up during that year. In
this report the book-keeping values of depreciation were

used.

Olive Cake: The olive cake (jeft) is the olive solid remainder after
the processing of olive press. It considers as by product
too.

3. Main Findings:

Out of the (248) olive presses in Palestine, there are( 21) closed and (227) are operating.
From the operating presses, (4) are traditional, (119) full automatic and (104) half automatic
ones.

Following findings refer to the operating olive presses only

e Most of the presses were established after 1981 with seemingly growing trend, (38) in the
1970’s, (65) in the 1980°s and (73) in the first eight years of the 1990’s. The trend is also



towards adoption of higher levels of technology, i. e. full automatic rather than semi
(half) automatic, prevailed in the 1980°s and 1990’s.

Presses are concentrated in the northern part of Palestine, especially in Nablus. The exact
numbers of olive presses were (46) in Nablus, (45) in Jenin and Tubas, (34) in Ramallah
and (31) in Tulkarm.

The total amount of olives sent to olive presses was (64213) tons, most of which were in
Jenin and Tubas, followed by Nablus thenTulkarm. The Timing of Picking and pressing
olives differ seemingly from one Governorate to another. Gaza seems to be the earliest to
pick and press the olives followed by northern West Bank.

Rate of olives extraction differ too. The highest was around (27%) in Tulkarm and the
lowest was around (19 %) in Khan younis and Rafah.

Out of (1237) workers who participated in the olive pressing activities, (892) or (72%)
workers were on paid basis. The picture is different in Gaza City and Deir Albalah for
example, where (12) out of (16) workers were unpaid family members.

Subtracting value of intermediate consumption (1199) thousands US$ from value of olive
presses revenue (4437) thousands USS is (3237) thousands US$ representing the gross
value added simply by pressing the olives.

Olive pulps cake -Jift- is still considered one of the important energy source, especially in
the rural areas. In (212) presses or (94% ) Jift is returned to the farmers. The disposal of
other residues differs. (185) olive presses have cesspools and use them to discard liquid
wastes. Only (21) olive presses are connected to sewer system.

4. Methodology:

Several questions raised in the context of developing olive production system can be tackled

through surveying olive presses.

4.1 Questionnaires:

Olive presses questionnaire consists of two parts. The first part was designed to be filled only
once and to describe olive presses, establishment year, legal status, .. etc. In designing this
part, it was taken into account that it meats the needs of compiling the Palestinian National
account with some details on labor inputs, and output of the production process. The second
part, or actually a form, should facilitate registration of daily pressing activities. The forms

were prepared as user friendly as possible and to be filled by olive press owners.
4.2 Coverage:
Olive presses survey is thought of as a comprehensive survey of all operating olive presses in

the West Bank and Gaza. Even those not operating presses, are to be visited and certain
information will be returned.



4.3 Data Collection and Data Processing:

Harvesting (Picking) olives begins in October, with differences due to location among agro-
climatic zones. In this year’s survey we introduced questions to cover daily pressing
activities. That is why, it was important to reach olive presses before they even start
operating.

4.3.1 Field Work:

In Phase 1 of the field work a technical committee was named and held several meetings
discussing the objective of this survey and the best questions to be asked and covered. Forms
of questionnaires were worked out. The best questionnaire was selected and modified to
fulfill all needs hanged to that survey. After finishing the questionnaires and field work
program, field workers from different districts were nominated and called upon to attain
training in filling the questionnaire.

Phase 2 data collection (questionnaires) started on mid October 1998, at the time when olive
presses usually start operating. Field workers were able by that time to reach the olive presses
and start training them in how to fill the daily forms of the questionnaire, which was
introduced this year only and requires full cooperation of olive press owners, or managers, to
fill the forms. At a later stage, field work was reappraisred in light of the experience in the
first weeks of data collection, a special session was held, with data collectors and technical
committee to evaluate cooperation of olive press managers and suggest ways of improving
quality of collected data.

4.3.2 Preparation:

This stage included determining the survey forms designing the questionnaire; designing
output tables; developing training material and instructions for field work control instructions.

4.3.3 Data Collection:

Data were collected via a special questionnaire designed in a way consistent with the
objectives of the industrial statistics, in addition to the particularity of this survey. Well-
trained interviewers conducted direct interviews with owners and managers of these presses.
All operating presses were covered in this survey.

4.3.4 Data Entry and Editing:

After collection of data from the field, questionnaires underwent manual editing and logical
revision. A special software was used in data entry and processing. After that certain
relations between variables were used in post-data entry editing.

4.3.5 Data Processing & Outputs:
The main findings were presented in special simple tables. These tables present some of the

finding concerning major relations and variables. Some figures and charts were added to
simplify and summarize the outputs in a more reader friendly and informative manner.



5. Data Quality:

In this round of olive presses survey we have collected data, quantities of olives pressed and
quantity of olive oil extracted on daily basis. Olive press owners were asked to fill the data
daily. This method lead to more reliable and true figures about these important indicators.
Field workers used to visit the olive presses weekly to check if data is fully and correctly
entered. Some indicators were covered by more than one question to double check the
answers. The results showed no significant differences.

There was a good response from the owners of the olive presses exclude one olive press in
Gaza City.






