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Preface

Local authorities provide the essential services and public utilities for the community people
in the Palestinian Territory. Therefore, the availability of accurate and comprehensive data
about local authorities, services, public utilities, in addition to other indicators, constitutes a
basic step for the development of the locality.

The Local Community Survey 1998 is considered the product of the cooperation between the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) and the data users in both the private and
public sectors given their provision of the statistical data needed for all fields of development.

The assistance of the Ministry of Local Government should also be emphasized, for their role
in establishing a detailed and comprehensive database covering all Palestinian Governorates.

This report presents the main results of the Local Community Survey which was conducted
by PCBS during the period 30/1/1999 — 21/2/1999. 1t includes the main characteristics of the
local authorities, public utilities and services in the localities in addition to other related
indicators such as demography and economical activities.

It is our hope that the main findings of this survey will contribute to the development and
improvement of the localities, as well as providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian
planners and decision — makers.

October, 1999 Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.
President



1. Population and Households:

The results of the Population, Housing and Establishment Census — 1997 shows that the total number of
population in the Palestinian Territory is 2,895,683 persons, where 1,873,476 are in the West Bank and
1,022,207 are in Gaza Strip.

The total number of households in the Remaining West Bank (West Bank except those parts of Jerusalem, which
were annexed by Israel in 1967) and Gaza Strip is 407,265 and the number of occupied housing units is 389,753.

2. Local Authorities:

The results of the Local Community Survey show a number of features about the local communities in the
Palestinian Territory, which are the following:

The number of the localities that are under an authority in the Palestinian Territory is 495, which constitutes
72.16% of the total number of localities (686). Localities are distributed by type of authority as follows: 108
localities with local and municipal councils, 368 localities with village councils and projects committee, 27
localities with camps directors and 191 localities without any local authority. The total number of localities that
are under an authority in the West Bank amounted to 471, of which there are 92 localities with local and
municipal councils, 360 localities with village councils and projects committee, and 19 localities with camps
directors. As for Gaza Strip, there are 16 localities with municipal councils; 8 localities with village councils,
and 8 localities with camp directors.

The results show that the number of male members of the local authorities is 3,554 whereas there are only 20
female members concentrated in the West Bank.

The number of local communities under a local authority constituted by more than 14 members are 9 localities, 7
of which are in the West Bank and 2 in Gaza Strip.

The number of localities under an authority constituted by 5-7 members is 218, of which 216
are in the West Bank and only 2 in Gaza Strip.

The results also show that the number of paid employees in the local authorities amounted to 9,101 employees,
of which 8,476 are males and 625 females. The findings of the survey indicated that the number of localities
employing more than 100 employees amounted to 12 localities, 8 of which are in the West Bank and 4 in Gaza
Strip. The findings also showed that 230 localities employ 10 employees, 227 localities in the West Bank and 3
localities in Gaza Strip. Furthermore, 210 localities do not have paid employees, 204 of them are in the West
Bank and 6 in Gaza Strip.

There are 312 localities with local authority headquarters, 294 are in the West Bank and 18 in Gaza Strip. The
average area of the headquarters in the Palestinian Territory is 269.37 m’. This average is higher in Gaza Strip
(832.5 m?) than in the West Bank (235.12 m?). Concerning the tenure of these headquarters in the Palestinian
Territory, results show that they are owned in 161 localities, while they are rented in 117 localities.

There are 89 localities in the Palestinian Territory that need training as a first priority, while there are 62
localities who illustrated their need for computers.

The local authorities in the Palestinian Territory provide the service of waste collection for 217 localities, and the
service of street cleaning for 154 localities. There are 218 localities connected to electricity and 206 localities
connected to water. There are only 31 localities with sanitary services. In the West Bank, the local authorities
provide waste collection services in 206 localities, street cleaning services in 136 localities, electricity services in
217 localities, water services in 183 localities and sanitary services in 23 localities. In Gaza Strip, the local
authorities provide waste collection services in 11 localities, street cleaning services in 18 localities, electricity
services in one locality; water services in 23 localities and sanitary services in 8 localities.

There are 421 of the localities in the Palestinian Territory that have a structural plan, and those constitute 61.4%
of the total localities, however, the number of localities that have approved structural plans is 345 and this forms
50.3%. In the West Bank, there is a number of 389 localities that have structural plans with 320 localities got
approved ones, while in Gaza Strip there are 32 localities out of 41 with approved structural plans.



Regarding the year of preparing structural plans, the findings show that 94 localities in the Palestinian Territory
(73 localities in the West Bank and 21 in Gaza Strip), have updated structural plans during the period 1997 —
1998, and those form 13.7% of the total localities.

Based on the structural plans, the total area of the localities in the Palestinian Territory is about 771,485 dunums,
while the area of localities with detailed structural plans is 239,296 dunums. In the West Bank, the total area of
localities with structural plan is about 500,582 dunums and that of the localities which have a detailed structural
plan is 202,653 dunums, while in Gaza Strip those areas are 270,903 and 36,643 dunums respectively.

3. Water:

According to the results, 264 out of the 686 localities in the Palestinian Territory are not connected to the public
water network. 256 of these localities are in the West Bank and 8§ in Gaza Strip.

Regarding the main source of water for the network, 176 of the connected localities to the public network, get
water through the West Bank Water Department, while 107 localities get water through Mekorot Israeli
company, however in Gaza Strip, only 14 localities get water through Mekorot.

The total number of customers connected to the public network in the Palestinian Territory is 387,714 of which,
304,153 are from West Bank and 83,561 are from Gaza Strip.

The findings of the Local Community Survey indicate that 36 localities in the West Bank have access to water
services in summer for less than five hours a day and 7 localities have access to water for 16 — 20 hours a day. In
winter, 13 localities have access to water for less than five hours a day and 50 localities have such access for 16
— 20 hours a day. In Gaza Strip, 9 localities have access to water for less than five hours a day and 3 localities
have such access for 16 — 20 hours a day during summer, while in winter, 4 localities have access to water for
less than five hours a day and 6 localities have such access for 16 — 20 hours a day.

As for the availability of public drinking water tanks in the Palestinian Territory, the findings indicate that 280
localities in the Palestinian Territory do not have drinking water tanks, compared to 27 localities that have public
drinking water tanks whose storage capacity vary from 10 to100 m’. On the other hand, 21 localities have public
drinking water tanks whose storage capacity is higher than 1001 m”.

As for the alternative sources of the public water network, the findings show that more than half of the West
Bank localities (amounting to 283 localities) depend on rain water collecting wells, as an alternative of the public
water network. The remaining localities (268 localities) resort to purchasing water from special cisterns as an
alternative of the public water network. In Gaza Strip, 28 localities depend on ground water wells as an
alternative of the public water network.

The results show that 248 localities in the Palestinian Territory suffer from the problem of having an old
network, 216 localities suffer from the problem of interruption of water supply and 130 localities are not
connected to the service atall. Inthe West Bank, 228 localities suffer from the problem of old water networks
while 193 localities suffer from water supply interruptions. The findings also show that 110 localities are not
connected to water services at all. In Gaza Strip, 23 localities suffer from the problem of old water networks, 20
localities suffer from water supply interruptions and 20 localities are not connected to water services at all.

It is worth mentioning that most localities in the Palestinian Territory require development projects. There are
358 localities that need a public water tank, 182 localities need to expand their network, 211 localities are
without network and, 119 localities have problems in water supply and need to change the water source.
However there are no plans and budgets to fulfill these requirements.

4. Electricity:

The results show that the number of localities that do not have electricity in the Palestinian Territory is 158
forming 23% of the total number of localities. 156 are in the West Bank and 2 localities are in Gaza Strip.

35 Localities in the Palestinian Territory were connected to electricity before 1967; while 94 localities were
connected to electricity between 1967 and 1977. During the period 1978 to 1987, a number of 239 localities
were connected to electricity. 76 localities were connected in the period between 1988 and 1993. However 84
localities have been connected since 1994. As for the year of connection to electricity in the West Bank, the



survey shows that 33 localities were connected before 1967, while 77 localities were connected in the period
1967—-1977. This service was provided to 229 localities in the period 1978 — 1987, while 75 localities were
connected in the period 1988 — 1993 and 75 localities after 1994. In Gaza Strip, the total number of localities
connected to electricity in and before 1987 amounted to 29 localities.

In the West Bank, 177 localities are provided with electricity by The Jerusalem District Electricity Company,
181 localities are provided by The Israeli Electricity Company, 64 localities depend on private generators, 36
localities are provided by local authorities and 31 localities use other ways for obtaining electricity. While in
Gaza Strip, 37 localities are provided with electricity by Israeli Electricity Company, one locality depends on
private generators and one locality uses other sources. These findings indicate that 33.5% of the localities
depend on the electricity supplied by the Jerusalem District Electricity Company, compared to 41.3% depending
on the electricity supplied by the Israeli Electricity Company. Furthermore, the survey shows that 12.3% of the
localities have access to electricity from private generators, compared to 6.8% and 6.1% receiving electricity
from local authorities and other sources, respectively.

According to the results of the survey, there are 489,338 customers in the Palestinian Territory for all uses of
electricity, 380,011 customers are in the West Bank and 109,327 customers are in Gaza Strip.

The results show that the average price of selling one kilowatt per hour in the Palestinian Territory is 0.49 New
Israeli Shekel (NIS) for domestic, commercial and industrial uses and 0.64 (NIS) for other uses. In the West
Bank, the findings show that the average kilowatt cost per hour is 0.49 (NIS) for domestic, commercial uses 0.5
(NIS) for industrial use, and 0.64 (NIS) for other uses. Nevertheless, the average kilowatt cost per hour in Gaza
Strip does not exceed 0.38 (NIS) for domestic use, 0.39 (NIS) for industrial and commercial uses.

The results show that the average lower extreme limit of electricity consumption in the West Bank is 16.9
kilowatt per hour for domestic uses, 27.76 kilowatt for industrial uses, 12.1 kilowatt for commercial uses and
25.4 kilowatt per hour for other uses. In Gaza Strip the average consumption is 31.9 kilowatt for domestic uses
and 76 kilowatt for both industrial and commercial uses.

In the whole Palestinian Territory, 224 localities do not have street lighting services, and 83 localities have lights
for the main streets only. Nevertheless, 221 localities have lights for both the main streets and sub-streets. The
findings show that 213 localities do not have street lighting services in the West Bank, 71 localities have lights in
the main streets only and 205 localities have lights in the main and sub-streets. In Gaza Strip, the findings show
that 11 localities do not have street lighting services, 12 localities have lights in the main streets only and 16

localities have lights in the main and sub-streets.

There are 452 localities in the Palestinian Territory that have a 24 hours electricity service, 415 of them are in the
West Bank and there are 76 localities that have partial electricity service, 74 of them in the West Bank. In Gaza
Strip, 37 localities are provided with 24 hours electricity service whereas 2 localities have partial service.

The results show that 349 localities in the Palestinian Territory have poor electricity service due to the problem
of electrical current weakness, 267 localities have old electricity networks, 195 localities have problems in
electrical current disconnection, and 87 localities have no electricity service. Of the West Bank localities, the
findings show that 318 localities suffer from weak electric current, 274 localities suffer from having old
electricity networks, 167 localities suffer from electric current interruptions, 74 localities have no electricity
services, and 25 localities suffer from other problems. In Gaza Strip, the findings show that 31 localities suffer
from weak electric current, 28 localities suffer from electric current interruptions, 20 localities suffer from
having old electricity networks, 13 localities have problems in electricity services coverage and 3 localities
suffer from other problems.

The results also show that 529 localities in the Palestinian Territory do not have spare or replacement electricity
source to the network, 79 localities depend on private electricity generators as a replacement source, two
localities depend on the council or committee generators and 103 localities depend on other sources. In the West
Bank there are 77 localities that have private generators, 101 depend on other sources and 509 do not have
replacement source to the electricity network. In Gaza Strip there are 20 localities that do not have replacement
sources, 2 localities have private generators and two depend on other generators.

5. Waste Water:



The result show that 41 localities in the Palestinian Territory are connected to the sewage network, 30 of them
are in the West Bank. There are 591 localities in the Palestinian Territory that use cesspits for wastewater
disposal, 560 of those are in West Bank and 31 are in Gaza Strip.

The results show that 15 localities in the Palestinian Territory were connected with the sewage network during
the 1994-1998, 12 of them in the West Bank and 3 in Gaza Strip.

The housing units of 21 localities in the Palestinian Territory are connected to the sewage network with a
coverage percentage of more than 75%, while 27 localities are connected with a coverage percentage of less than
25%.

25 of the localities in the Palestinian Territory dispose their wastewater in treatment plants, 13 of them are in the
West Bank and 12 are in Gaza Strip. The results also show that 532 localities in the Palestinian Territory
dispose their wastewater in the wadies, 521 of them are in the West Bank.

In the Palestinian Territory there are 23 localities in which more than 50% of their waste water is disposed in
treatment plants 518 localities dispose more than 50% of their waste water in the wadies, with 137 localities
located at a distance of less than one kilometer from the wadies and 144 located more than 3 km. Such sites of
disposal are considered as sources of insects for 425 localities, sources of bad smell for 424 localities and
sources of epidemic diseases for 342 localities.

There are 493 localities in the Palestinian Territory that need construction of sewage network, 143 localities need
treatment plants, 19 localities need to cover the open channels of waste water and finally there are 12 localities
that need to develop the sewage network. There are no plans and no budgets to fulfill these requirements.

6. Solid waste:

The results show that local authorities collect the waste of 256 localities of which 240 are in the West Bank and
16 in Gaza Strip. However there are 36 localities in the West Bank in which a contractor collects their wastes.

The wastes are collected daily in 120 localities, 93 are in the West Bank and 27 in Gaza Strip. The collection is
made more than once a week in 187 localities, 182 of them in West Bank and 5 in Gaza Strip.

The wastes are collected by using a specialized car in 136 localities in the Palestinian Territory, 106 are in the
West Bank and 30 are in Gaza Strip. Also there are 206 localities in the Palestinian Territory in which they use a
tractor as a mean of collecting wastes, 202 of these localities are in the West Bank.

Burning is used as a mean to get rid of solid wastes in 256 localities. 237 localities burn more than 50% of its
wastes, 236 of these localities are in the West Bank. There are 74 localities that burn their wastes, 48 localities
burn more than 50% of their wastes.

The number of dumping sites in the Palestinian Territory is about 175, of which 171 are located in the West
Bank and 4 in Gaza Strip. The total estimated area of all dumping sites is about 1,018,088 m?, 52 of dumping

sites belong to the government, 44 are owned by the local authority while 40 dumping sites are hired.

It is indicated from the results that 146 localities are located 1.1-2.0 km away from the dumping site, also there
are 131 localities in the Palestinian Territory located less than 1 km away from the dumping sites.

The results show that the number of the dumping sites used by one locality is 138, all of them are in the West
Bank, where is 37 dumping sites are used by more than one locality, of them 33 are in the West Bank.

Dumping sites are considered as sources of insects for 203 localities in the Palestinian Territory, sources of bad
smell for 199 localities and sources of epidemic diseases for 148 localities, all located in the West Bank.

7. Education:

The database of the yearly educational survey 1998/1999 shows that the number of basic schools in the
Palestinian Territory is 1,204, of which 881 are in the West Bank and 323 in Gaza Strip.
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The total number of students in the Palestinian Territory amount to 582,185, of which 300,697 are in the West
Bank and 281,488 in Gaza Strip.

The total number of teachers in the Palestinian Territory is 17,721, of which 10,260 are in the West Bank and
7,461 in Gaza Strip.

The number of administrators is 2,151, where 1,518 of them are in the West Bank and 633 in Gaza Strip.

The number of non-class rooms in basic schools is 494 rooms, 317 of them are for scientific labs, 122 for
computer labs and 55 for workshops.

The number of secondary schools in the Palestinian Territory is 487, where 427 of them are in the West Bank
and 60 in Gaza Strip.

The total number of secondary school students in the Palestinian Territory is 230,537, where 184,793 of them are
in the West Bank and 45,744 are in Gaza Strip

The total number of secondary school teachers in Palestinian Territory is 9,740, of which 7,938 in the West Bank
and 1,802 in Gaza Strip.

The number of administrators is 1,503, where 1,317 of them are in the West Bank and 186 in Gaza Strip.

The number of non-class rooms in secondary schools is 648, of which 355 of them are for scientific labs, 253 for
computer laboratories and 40 for workshops.

8. Health Centers:

The number of non governmental health centers in the Palestinian Territory is 2,248 of which 1,920 are clinics,
19 are X-ray centers, 229 are medical and dentist labs, 33 are for physiotherapy centers, 47 centers are used for
handicaps rehabilitation and 7 are geriatric homes.

9. Antiquities and Archeological Sites:

The results show that the number of archeological sites in the Palestinian Territory is 557, where 529 of them are
in the West Bank and 28 in Gaza Strip.

The number of sites that can be used for tourism is 205, of which 202 are in the West Bank and 3 in Gaza Strip.

There are 73 archeological sites with guards, 60 of them are in the West Bank.

10. Agriculture:

The data of the agricultural statistical report for the agricultural year 1996/1997 by the PCBS show that the total
area of fruit trees is about 1,137,326 dunums, of which 83,898 dunums are in Gaza Strip and 1,053,428 dunums
in the West Bank. While the area of vegetables is about 185,821 dunums distributed between the West Bank and
Gaza Strip as 73% and 27% respectively. The total area of field crops is 510,568 dunums with 90,2% of them in
the West Bank and 9,8% in Gaza Strip.

The report indicates a total number of 20,565 cows from different strains and ages in the Palestinian Territory for
the year 1996/1997.

The total number of sheep of both local and liberal strains, is 504,903 and the number of goat is 267,101.
Regarding chickens, the report indicates that the number of broilers in the Palestinian Territory is 35,505

thousand where 32.9% of them are in Gaza Strip, and the number of layers in the Palestinian Territory is 1,976
thousands.
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Fishing is mainly concentrated in Gaza Governorate with the number of workers amounts to 1,650 out of 2,510
workers in the whole Gaza Strip. Regarding the number of boats, there are 461 boats in Gaza Governorate from a
total number of 756. The total yearly production in 1998 was 3,578 Tones.

The results show that there are 5,899 tractors, 48 combines and 742 threshers available in the Palestinian
Territory.

The local community survey showed that there are 462 localities with areas not used for agriculture due to the
unavailability of water, economic situation, and lack of workers and/or due to confiscation by Israeli occupation
authorities.

The results show that the most important marketed products by the localities are kidney beans, tomatoes,
cucumber, eggplant, hot pepper, snake cucumber, squash, cauliflower, white cabbage, dry onion, potato, eggs,
okra, wheat, barley and lentils.

With regard to the marketing regions, the results show that the marketing inside the locality is mainly for wheat
barley, lentils and eggs, and inside the governorate it is mainly for snake cucumber, cauliflower and white
cabbage, while the marketing within other Governorates is mainly for hot pepper and eggplant. Dry onion is
exported to Jordan, while hot pepper is normally exported to Israel.

The total length of agricultural roads in the Palestinian Territory is about 10,893 km. The roads within 100
localities suit vehicles, while the roads of 395 localities suit tractors. The roads of 125 localities are only suitable
for animals, and 66 localities do not have agricultural roads at all.

On the other hand, the results of the survey show that there are 584, water springs in 204 localities within the
West Bank while there are no water springs in Gaza Strip.

Available data on the agricultural needs of the Palestinian localities show that these localities need a variety of
services, including: Agricultural credits, agricultural production inputs, agricultural extension, veterinary
services, agricultural equipment and marketing.

Available data show that the main agricultural services offered by the Ministry of Agriculture to the Palestinian
localities are as follows: agricultural extension, veterinary services, and agricultural production inputs. Some
non-governmental agencies offer agricultural equipment, veterinary services, agricultural extension, agricultural
production inputs, agricultural credits, and marketing.

Data available on the distribution of non-governmental agricultural centers by type of service indicate that the
total number of agricultural extension centers amounts to 71 centers distributed on all Palestinian localities, 14
centers of which are classified as agricultural cooperatives. On the other hand, the total number of agricultural
production inputs centers amounts to 77 centers, 16 centers of which are classified as agricultural cooperatives.
Moreover, the total number of agricultural credits centers amounts to 34 centers, 8 centers of which are classified
as agricultural cooperatives. It is worth mentioning that multiple services could be offered in one center.

11. Economic Sector:

The final results of the establishment report 1997 show that:

The number of establishments that work in mining and quarrying in the Palestinian Territory is 15,175, of which
11,231 are in the Remaining West Bank with 47,055 workers and 3,944 establishments are in Gaza Strip with
16,084 workers.

The number of establishments that work in construction in the Palestinian Territory are 526, of which are 307 in
the Remaining West Bank employing 2,236 workers and 219 are in Gaza Strip with 1,625 workers.

The number of establishments that work in wholesale, retail, repairs, hotels and restaurants is 42,212, with

29,212 in the Remaining West Bank employing 49,863 workers, and 13,000 establishments in Gaza Strip with
21,595 workers.
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The number of establishments that work in transport, storage and communications in the Palestinian Territory is
689, of which 378 are in the Remaining West Bank with 2,033 workers and 311 in Gaza Strip with 1,252
workers.

The number of establishments that work in the field of services in the Palestinian Territory is 10,780 of which

7,516 are in the Remaining West Bank with 24,705 workers and 3,264 establishments in Gaza Strip with 10,302
workers.
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