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Socio - Economic Reality

Ss>LaidVlg weloix VI gdlgll

2010-1995 cAyidaaddl) ool M) 3 ASud) galll Jira
Annual Growth Rate in the Palestinian Territory, 1995-2010

Sl sal) Jora

Annual growth rate

Ny

1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011
Year 4l
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1999 () Guun dihacdil) i) ) B Lgde ddaal) € i Guad (98 JUIY) bl meadl) a5 50
Percentage of Reported Children Deaths Under five Years old in the Palestinian

Territory by Cause 1999.
Lihauddl) ozl ¥ | 555 pUad | Ay il Al
Cause of Death Palestinian Gaza | West Bank BUsl G
Territory Strip

Cardiovascular and Circulatory 13.0 9.9 17.1 s leadl g il ol
System Diseases .

Tumors and Malignant 1.6 1.8 1.3 a5 )
Diseases

Respiratory System Diseases 16.1 12.5 21.0 i) Sleal) el
Cerbrovascular Diseases 7.4 8.2 6.3 nandl Sleall Gl pd
Digestive system Diseases 59 4.8 7.6 angd leall Gl
Congenital anomalies 10.0 11.9 7.3 Adal) cla gl
Accident and Injuries 8.5 6.4 11.3 paniill g = g jall g ol gal)
Prematurity 16.3 22.7 7.8 30V o Ui Lo laiai g 5 Sl 33 5l
SIDS 6.8 5.9 7.9 taalid) @ gall
Others 14.3 15.7 12.5 Al
Total %100 | w100 [ %100 £ 33l

1999 — Cuad) Gua Lidandil ool 1 B Lo dluall auda ) JUY) cild gl ) 5530
Percentage of Reported Infant Mortality in the Palestinian Territory by cause 1999

YO TH 856 gUad | Ll Ada
Cause of Death Palestinian Gaza West Bank B
Territory Strip

Cardiovascular and circulatory 13.7 11.9 16.4 Gl Lty Ll sl
Diseases

Respiratory System Diseases 16.5 13.3 21.3 i Ll
Cerbrovascular Diseases 4.4 4.1 4.7 §llly gadd Sledt o o
Digestiv System Diseases 6.0 4.7 7.8 P PR
Congenital Anomalies 11.0 12.4 8.7 LAl ol yad)
Accident an Injuries 24 1.0 4.6 dly £ Ay sl
Prematurity 21.5 28.7 10.9 Y 3 L olidny 3 S 5aY
SIDS 8.8 72 11.1 Uil ol
Others 15.8 16.7 14.4 sl
Total %100 %100 %100 ¢ !
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Child Education Reality JlabW swulaill gdlgll

2000/1999—1998/1997 i 1 1N ¢ iy il omim sl Al Ly S Blod¥1 Jobnn

Gross Enrollment Rate in Basic Stage by Region and Sex,
for Scholastic Years 1997/1998-1999/2000

b1 Al Ly JBY) BtV Jine
Sex and Region Gross Enro]lmentol/late in Basic Stage Akl y o
0
2000/1999 |  1999/1998 1998/1997
West Bank Iy al daa
Female 93.1 93.3 91.6 Rt
Male 95.1 91.5 90.1 BT
Gaza Strip 556 gl
Female 101.4 99.9 98.0 Rt
Male 100.6 100.0 98.1 058
Palestinian Territory Abandd ) )
Female 97.6 95.8 94.1 Rt
Male 96.0 94.8 93.1 BT
Total 96.8 955 93.6 g saxd
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i)

Percent % 4.

1999/1998 -1995/1994 ¢ uiadl 5 Aikaiall quua Al U jall (B qgu ) Goad
Percentage of Repition at the Basic Stage by Region and Sex, 1994/1995-

1998/1999
8

7

6 ~

5 O

4 e

3

2

1

0 T T T T

1994/1995 1995/1996 1996/1997 1997/1998 1998/1999

—&@— Female-West Bank & - 4y jsll dal
—l— Male-West Bank _sS3 - 4u jall 2aall
Female-Gaza Strip &) - 3 )¢ glad
Male-Gaza Strip_sS3 -3¢ ¢
—¥— Female-Palestinian Territory < - Lidacddl) cal ;Y)
—@— Male-Palestinian Territory ) sS3 - dsihuldll ol JY)

1999/1998-1995/1994 (Adhial) g uiadl cusa Lpulall) A jall B el o

Percentage of Drop- Outs at the Basic Stage by Sex and Region, 1994/1995-1998/1999

YIBTH 556 plhad A Al da
i Palestinian Territor Gaza Stri West Bank
Sd;((:}l::tlc BN &by * BEN) &ph\ BN &by ‘s ?Ld‘
Male Female Male Female Male Female
1995/1994 225 244 223 224 276 257 1995/1994
1996 /1995 243 245 1.88 2.64 278 232 1996 /1995
1997/1996 213 1.57 1.62 1.30 246 1.75 1997/1996
1998/1997 2.04 1.47 1.52 1.02 239 277 1998/1997
1999/1998 1.79 1.35 1.06 0.84 228 1.69 1999/1998
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2000/1999-1996/1995 it 301 a1 56 Fass JSI Lt S Juan

Students Per Class in, for School Years from 1995/1996 — 1999/2000

Grade | 2000/1999 | 1999/1998 | 1998/1997 | 1997/1996 | 1996/1995 |  wiwah
It Basic 382 37.7 38.5 38.1 84| gy
2nd Basic 38.1 38.2 38.2 38.1 384 |
3rd Basic 38.7 37.9 38.2 38.2 385 | _iew
4th Basic 38.5 38.1 38.0 38.0 379 |
5th Basic 383 38.0 373 37.7 379 | Ll s
6th Basic 375 36.6 37.0 36.8 368 | il el
7th Basic 374 37.2 37.0 37.1 378 | ke
8th Basic 36.4 363 36.4 36.6 366 | o
9th Basic 353 353 35.6 35.1 349 | i e
10th Basic 34.9 34.1 337 33.8 343 | e

Ist Sec. 30.9 30.7 30.5 30.8 30.7 5585 U
2nd Sec. 29.6 293 29.4 29.7 30.0 st it
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Cultural and Leisure Activities SOLailg Aapad il oVl

Jilal) Gain g BLAT £ 5 Gumen Bl 3855 ) gald () (A 17-10) JUilY) A
Percentage of children (10-17 years old) who performed the Activity

May-October, 1999 1999 (Jsf o=yl
i) S Sex Jilalt
Main Activity ) - - il il
Both sexes | F | M 53 --

Work 185 5.1 31.6 Sazll
Household maintenance, 3ol g 4o dddladl g g 5l
Management and shopping 68.7 | 87.8 50.0 © ST ‘} ] )_ )
for own household s omdl palad
Care of children, the sick, el S e m pall (JULYL Al
elderly and disabled for own 169 | 25.4 8.6 o Gm)d‘ o
household 5 d) (e cpialall g
Learning 50.0 [ 50.3 49.7 Al
Social and cultural activities 91.6 90.5 92.6 Ao Laia) 5 4l colalaal
Mass media use 89.4 | 93.7 85.2 ey Jilu g aladiiud
Per;onal care and self- 100.0 100. 100.0 I e Ailaaly adal) i
maintenance 0

Other activities 235 | 273 19.8 oAl aillla
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Jikal) iy quun (@I JahY Lua gl Aai) A asdiunal) gl
Average Time Spent on Various Activities by Those Children (10-17 years old)
Performing them (in minutes)

May-October, 1999

1999 (Ji oy

i Sex Jakl jur
Main Activity kel i - (s A bLad
Both sexes | F | M 53
Work 71 10 132 Jaxd)
Household maint@nance, sl 5 agle Alilaall s 3l 5 )
Management and shopping for 79 121 37 e )
own household omdly palil
Care of children, the sick, elderly el LS el (JUYL Al
and disabled for own household ? 15 3 & .
¥l e gialadl
Learning 218 226 211 alxil
Social and cultural activities 206 184 228 Aelaay) s 4l Ualal)
Mass media use 153 169 138 ey Jilu g alasiud
Per§onal care and self- 639 701 678 I e Ailaal y Leatall i)
maintenance
Other activities 12 13 11 oAl alllas

Aidaaddl) o) ) (B Bl £ g8 cama LBES il ¢ gau lay ¢l (A 17-10) JWEkY) Aped
Percentage of Children (10-17 years) who’s Performing Cultural Activity by Type of Activity
May-October, 1999

1999 cJ}i ;ﬂ).i‘i—)\aj

Main Activity e Se)f Canilau - A bl
Both sexes F | M 55
Writing 16.9 22.3 11.8 sy
Playing a musical instrument 89 8.9 8.8 A ge Al e Caje
Participation in clubs 17.7 12.4 22.7 Giliaes 35 bl
Playing sports 422 24.6 59.0 Gl Qi
Dancing 10.4 16.4 4.7 (i say al ) (38
gfr:;;llgit;?l?mm public lectures 173 17.4 17.3 Ao @ yumlany g3 ypiaa
Singing Solo\ in a group\ choir 6.9 9.5 4.4 G A el
Painting 338 36.2 31.6 )
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LLAH £ 55 quun agl) b by oL LA clblis JA 5 i) (A 17-10) JEY A
Percentage of Children (10-17 years) who like to be Participated in a Cultural Activity

May-October, 1999

1999 (J;i oo 5 0l

Ul NS Sex ikt
Main Activity iig; F M 5 (s I e
Writing 53 7.9 2.5 sy
Playing a musical instrument 199 22.4 17.2 T e A e (i
Participation in clubs 9.5 7.6 11.7 Clran 3 5l
Playing sports 24.3 12.8 36.9 mu ) all
Dancing 33 2.9 3.8 Shasay paly (38
E;S;C;};i;ﬁn in public lectures or 4.6 6.2 2.8 dde i palany & g3 paa
Singing Solo\ in a group\ choir 4.8 6.0 3.4 BA b el
Painting 133 13.5 13.0 Pl
Other kinds of hobbies 15.1 20.7 8.8 soAl aU
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 £ saall
g;:f;‘l‘;“a%: Of whom fike to be 470 | 503 40 | BLad 1A% ¢ e e
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pladl) At gl amal a3 g3
Percentage Distribution of Child’s Time on Learning
May-October, 1999 1999 J;i o o=y

8.7%  24%

34.4% 54.5%

O General education aled) =il

OHomework 4inl cilal gl

O Travel related to learning =il Jai ol Jasill
EOther Al dkil
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Children in Need of Special Protection

aols Qo> J| >l Jlabi

1999-1998 ikl 5 iy yosdt dsdll o OB DTl pagedl Sl Y1
Number of Juvenile Delinquents by Age Group and Region 1998-1999

1999 1998
G‘:ﬁsp ¢ b gl | daddanl | g e gl | Al damd | e i
Total Gaza Strip | West Bank Total Gaza Strip West Bank
Under 12 142 89 53 110 38 72 12 o3
12-15 487 255 232 509 287 222 15-12
16-18 775 330 445 841 429 412 18-16
Total 1404 674 | 730 | 1460 754 706 g b
1999-1998 stedit s 3 ¥ 50 G 18 053y Jubiy
Children (Under 18 Years Old) Who are Residing in Orphanages, 1998-1999
Sex & Year e ol 85 gl L all dial Ay !
Total Jerusalem Gaza Strip West Bank
1998
Female 885 222 43 620 k]
Male 1095 519 75 501 s
Total 1980 741 118 1121 &
1999
Female 770 226 74 470 al
Male 944 412 33 499 s
Total 1714 638 107 969 (&

32




5 pasls 2000 «(3) o . lpLas]y bl ~ (oot il

Children Under Poverty Line

>aall b i Jabi

1998-1996 ¢! 530 diladl o (A 18 & 33) JUbYI (Al
Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) by
Region 1996-1998

1998 1997 1996
. JEN] il JEN] il JEN] yaal PP
Region Deep Poverty Deep Poverty Deep Poverty
Poverty Poverty Poverty
West Bank 9.8 16.1 10.1 16.8 8.8 17.1 Iy yall 4l
Gaza Strip 24.6 37.2 29.0 41.5 31.2 45.5 556 s
Total 15.3 24.0 16.8 25.6 16.7 27.1 g sanal
i i Aol (2 Y1 (s 18 033) JUBYY Gy N
Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) in the Palestinian Territory by
Sex
Sex of Child 1998 | 1997 | 199 S e
Male 23.2 25.0 26.9 B
Female 24.9 26.2 27.3 S
Total 240 | 256 | 27.1 ¢ b

iy ol Sl o Handdll (Y G (i 18 053) JUBYY Gy )

Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) in the Palestinian
Territory by Age Group

Age Group 1998 | 1997 | 1996 iy yosdl Sl
0-4 24.2 26.7 28.0 4-0
5-9 23.3 25.4 27.5 9-5
10-14 24.0 25.3 25.4 14-10
15-17 25.4 24.2 26.7 17-15
Total 24.0 25.6 271 £ s
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8 Oy r o ol 2V G (i 18 093) JUBYI oy A1 s
Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) in the Palestinian
Territory by Sex of Head of Household

Osfe}"l;f ::ﬁ;‘ﬂi 1998 1997 1996 5l oy e
Male 24 25.5 27 B
Female 29 28.6 31 Pt
Total 24.0 25.6 271 £ b

Y Oy i o e ddll (Y G (i 18 053) JUBY G )
Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) in the Palestinian
Territory by Educational Attainment of Head of Household

Educational 1998 1997 1996 (ol (6 dt
Attainment of Head 5 o)

of household

Less than elementary 32.6 35.4 39.1 S e il
Elementary 24.1 24.3 26.4 PRt
Preparatory 25.3 26.0 24.1 gdac)
Secondary 20.3 23.0 20.4 er
Intermediate diploma 09.3 13.6 15.7 L sia a sl
BA\BS+ 11.7 11.2 10.1 el s NS
Total 240 | 256 | 271 ¢ 3!

8 ol o o Botanldll 21\ Y1 G (B 18 053) JUBY )
Poverty Ratios Among Children (Under 18 Years Old) in the Palestinian
Territory by Household Size

Household Size 1998 | 1997 | 1996 -
2-3 persons 9.0 8.6 11.7 oalasl 3-2
4-5 persons 13.0 15.9 17.7 oaladl 5-4
6-7 persons 15.4 17.4 19.3 oalal 7-6
8-9 persons 22.9 22.8 25.6 oalasl 9-8
10 persons or more 32.9 34.9 35.5 la alasl 10
Total 24.0 25.6 271 (&
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Child Work

Jlab VI Jasuisi

1999 il (oo pholalt (i 17-10) JUbS gt a5
Percentage Distribution of Employed Children (10-17 Years) by Region, 1999

Region il S Sex of child &kt pr ks
Both Sexes il Male 53
Female
West Bank-North 36.3 60.3 34.0 Ayl Al Jled
West Bank-Middle 18.5 17.5 18.6 Ay sl Al by
West Bank-South 25.0 14.8 26.0 dy el deal Ggia
Gaza Strip 202 7.4 21.4 36 gl
Total 100 100 100 [&ad
1999 (JUbY! Jusll Sloluy a5l 21 Juas
The Average Weekly Child Work hours and Average Daily Wage
i el Josll Sl Jitrs JSHIL a2 ke
Region Average}}t’zil:ly Work Average Daily Wage in NIS o
Juby Jubd Jubi Jubd
Children Children Children children
Aa17-15) 14-10 A7-15) 14-10)
West Bank 46 42 46.0 22.4 Ll il
Gaza Strip 46 41 25.0 16.4 53 gl
Israel & Settlements 43 46 71.2 60.4 ilids siasall 5 ) 5o
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Introduction:

The Third annual statistical report “Palestine Children—Issues
and Statistics” is the outcome of the efforts exerted by Child
Statistics Program (CSP) that established by the PCBS in 1997
with a generous support from the government of Sweden
through Swedish Sida. This report constitutes another solid
step towards setting up a national mechanism for monitoring
the reality and status of the Palestinian children and the extent
to which they enjoy their rights. The basic objective for
statistical data collection, analysis and dissemination is to
promote awareness among decision makers, planners, non-
governmental organizations and parties concerned with
defending children issues in relation to planning, legislation
prioritization and meeting pertinent needs.

The report comprises the set of indicators categorized into
seven basic topics, each of which constitutes a separate
chapter. It is worthy to point that our classification was in
accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Children
(CRC),1989 as a general framework, as well as the Palestinian
National Plan of Action, 1995 adopted as a special framework.

The report involves indicators on the socio-economic reality of
the Palestinian children. The importance of these indicators
stems from their significance to understand the socio-
economic data in a way that serves the fulfillment of the child
rights including honorable life. Likewise, the report involves
indicators on child health and educational/cultural conditions.
The report involves other indicators on children in need of
special protection. This group involves juvenile offenders,
institutionalized children, children under poverty line, and
child work. It is noteworthy that special attention has been
given to habitual child activities. The PCBS undertook

(3]
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necessary preparations to conduct a survey on children work
and activities aged (5—17 years old) along with children under
poverty, constituting the first statistical material on poor
children in Palestine.

In issuing this report, the PCBS hopes that it managed to add
value and provide an efficient tool for understanding the reality
of the Palestinian children and their needs in a way that
enhance planning levels and the setting up of developmental
programs to meet the needs and rights of our children in
Palestine.

(6]
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1. Social — Economic Reality:

* Population projections show that the number of
Palestinian population residing in the Palestinian
Territory in the middle of year 2000 is 3.15 million, 63%
in the West Bank and 36.1% in Gaza Strip.

The estimated number of male population residing in
the Palestinian Territory in the middle of year 2000 is
1.59 million, compared to 1.55 million females, with sex
ratio 102.0. In comparison with 1.40 million males and
1.38 million females in 1997, with sex ratio 101.90.

According to the projections, the crude birth rate in the

Palestinian Territory will gradually decrease from its
1997 level of 42.7 births per 1,000 persons to 34.9 and
25.3 in 2000 and 2010 respectively.

The Palestinian society in the Palestinian Territory is
young. The percentage of persons aged less than 18 years
is estimated to reach 53% in 2000, 49.1% females and
50.9% males.

Females in the age group 0-4 years constitute 49.1% of
the total children in this age group. Moreover, females
constitute 49.5% and 49% of the total children in the age
groups 5-9 years and 10-14 years, respectively.

In 1998, the median age at first marriage was 18.7 for
women and 23.9 years for men.

40% of the total number of married women were aged
less than 18 years in 1998.

(7]
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2. Child Health:

The level of Breastfeeding in Palestine is considered
acceptable in general (for the first eight months without
gender differentials). Nevertheless, mothers continue
Breastfeeding the male infants (more than females) after
the ninth month especially for the age group (15-17
months), according to 1996 data.

Infant mortality rate in the Palestinian Territory will
gradually decrease from its 1997 level of 24.2 infant’s
deaths per 1,000 live births to 22.7 and 18.1 in 2000 and
2010 respectively.

* Prematurely constitute the main cause of infant

mortality in Gaza Strip, whereas prenatal conditions
constitute the main cause of infant mortality in the West
Bank, in 1999.

3. Child Education Reality:

e A total number of students participated in

kindergartens, basic and secondary level education
increased from 618,868 to 942,942 during the scholastic
years 1994/1995-1998/1999. The growth rate during the
period was 52.5%.

e The Gross enrollment ratio increased from 91.6% in

1994/1995 at the Basic Stage to 96.8% in 1999/2000.

(8]
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The Gross enrollment ration increased from 46% in
1994/1995 at the Secondary Stage to 56.9% in
1999/2000.

The drop-out rate for males decreased from 2.6% in
1994/1995 at the basic stage to 1.8% in 1998/1999.
While the drop out rate for females decreased from 2.4%
to 1.4% in the same scholastic years.

The drop-out rate for males decreased from 6.5% in
1994/1995 at the secondary stage to 4.0% in 1998/1999.
While the drop-out rate for females decreased from 9.7%
to 6.6% in the same scholastic years.

The repetition rate for males decreased from 5% in
1994/1995 at the basic stage to 2.8% in 1998/1999.
While the repetition rate for females decreased from
4.4% to 2.3% in the same scholastic years.

The repetition rate for males decreased from 5.4% in
1994/1995 at the secondary stage to 1.5% in 1998/1999.
While the repetition rate for females decreased from
1.3% to 0.7% in the same scholastic years.

The government provides schooling to 62.24% of the
total number of students. UNRWA services an additional
23.66% of the total, and the rest of the students (14.1%)
are enrolled in the private sector, for scholastic year
1999/2000.

77,402 children attended kindergartens, in the scholastic
year 1999/2000, run exclusively by the private sector
(except three ones in Gaza Strip which run by

[9]
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government) but licensed by the Ministry of Education
(MOE). 47.55% of these children are female.

In the scholastic year 1999/2000 a total of 72,550
students are enrolled in secondary stage. Most students
choose to follow one of two academic (Scientific or
Literary) streams. In contrast, 3.9% of secondary school
students choose a vocational education.

Almost 51% of secondary school students are female.
Gender-based differences are apparent in enrolment
levels in each of the secondary streams. Females
comprise 55% of total enrolment in the literary stream,
but 45% of students in the science track. Females make
up only 23% of the total enrolment in the vocational
stream, for the scholastic year 1999/2000.

The percentage of dropouts increases in the secondary
stage. By secondary stage level, 6.6% of girls and 4.0%
of boys leave school, in the scholastic year 1998/1999.

Students per teacher ratios vary according to
supervising authority and region. In the scholastic year
1999/2000 the highest ratios are reported for UNRWA
schools, where there are 39.4 students per teacher as
compared with 27.9 or 17.9 students per teacher in
government and private schools, respectively.

[10]
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4. Habitual Child (10-17 years) Activities:

The following indicators were derived from the findings of
the Time Use Survey (half of the original sample), conducted
by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in the period
May 1999 — April 2000:

* Personal care and self-maintenance constitute the first
most frequent child daily activities, while Cultural and
Social activities constitute the second frequent child
daily activities and mass media-related activities
constitute the thirds most frequent child daily activities.
92.6% of the interviewed children noted that they
practice cultural and social activities, compared to 89.2%
of the interviewed children noted that they practice mass
media — related activities.

* Personal and self-care activities consume most of the
time of the interviewed children, who noted that they
spend 47.9% of their time on these activities. On the
other hand, the findings showed that interviewees
dedicate 15.2% of their time for learning activities,
14.3% of their time for cultural and social activities;
10.6% of their time for written and audiovisual mass
media; and 4.9% of their time for different work
activities. The rest spend their time in other activities.

* 18.5% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years
noted that they performed certain work during the past
24 hours, whether it was official work in certain
establishments or in primary production activities for
non establishments. 54.5% of the work performed by the
interviewed children noted that they performed waged
work. Moreover, 11.8% of the interviewees noted that
they performed the mentioned work by themselves alone

[11]
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whereas 33.0% of the performed work was done with the
help of other household members and 55.2% was done
with the help of non-household members.

For the majority of children enrolled at school and aged
10-17 years, schools constitute the main place in which
children spend the longest continuous period of their
time and practice. Learning constitutes the second child
activity (17.2% of their time), preceded by personal care
activity, which constitutes the first major child activity
(47.8% of the child time).

Time spent on public education activities constitutes
first major child activity of the total educational
activities performed by children enrolled in educational
institutions (55.2% of the educational activities time).
Studying, doing homework and other scholastic
preparations constitute the second major child activity
(34.1% of the educational activities time).

Children perform 34.1% of their educational activities
by themselves compared to 3.5% of these activities
assisted by a household member and 62.4% assisted by a
non — household member.

88.4% of children perform educational activities and
school assignments by themselves, compared to 6.0% of
children get assistance from household member and
5.6% of them get assistance from non-household
member.

[12]
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Child activities related to watching television constitute
the first major child activity pertinent to mass media.
The findings of the survey indicated that 86.2% of the
interviewed watched television and that 30.4% listened
to radio programs during the past 24 hours. On the other
hand, the percentage of children who read newspapers
was 11.4%.

25.3% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years

noted that they visited libraries 11 times during the past
12 months, 52.3% males and 47.7% females.

64.0% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years
has not read any single book during the past 12 months.
9.8% who read one book, compared to 10.1% of the total
number of children in the same age group who read three
to five books and 2.7% who read six to nine books.

8.4% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years
are members to sports clubs compared to 2.8% members
to cultural clubs. In addition, 8.3% of the children in the
same age group noted that they are members in public
libraries.

47% of the total number of children aged 10 — 17 years
are willing to practice cultural activities during their free
time.

41.2% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years,

among those willing to practice cultural activities during
their free time, noted that the main reason that prevented
them to do so was primarily due to the unavailability of
public facilities, compared to 24.7% who noted that it

[13]
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was due to having no free time. On the other hand, 11.3
of them noted that lack of money needed to cover related
cost was the main reason that prevented them from
practicing cultural activities during their free time.

5. Children in Need of Special Protection:

* The number of Palestinian children residing in
orphanages in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was 1714
orphans for 1999 (944 males and 770 females),
distributed as follows: 1607 orphans in the West Bank
and 107 orphans in Gaza Strip.

The number of juvenile delinquents accused of
committing offences in 1999 was 1404 delinquents,
distributed by age as follows: .775 delinquents in the age
group 16-18 years; 487 delinquents were in the age
group 12-15 years; and 241 delinquents aged less than
12 years in the West Bank.

The offences committed by juvenile delinquents in 1999
ranged from offenses against others (529 cases); crimes
against the properties of others (347 cases); robberies
and thefts (246 cases); rape and indecent acts (90 cases);
legal violations (68 cases); murder or complicity in
murder (23 cases); and other offenses (101 cases).

41.8% of the juvenile delinquents accused of
committing offences were institutionalized in the
institutions of the Ministry of Social Affairs, 29.4% in
the West Bank and 50.6% in Gaza Strip. Female
delinquents constituted 6.1% of the total number of
institutionalized children.

[14]
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* 55.5% of the cases accused of committing offences
were convicted.

6. Children under Poverty Line:
Based on the database of Expenditure and Consumption Survey,
1996-1998, which was conducted by PCBS the following indicators
were identified:

Child poverty rates in the Palestinian Territory decreased
from 27.2% in 1996 to 24.0% in 1998. Nevertheless, about
one out of every four children in the Palestinian Territories
is poor.

Severe poverty prevalence rates among Palestinian
children in Gaza Strip decreased from 31.2% in 1996 to
24.6% in 1998. At the West Bank level, poverty rates
increased from 8.8% to 9.8% for the same period.

e Child poverty rates among households with one-two
children were 13.2% compared to 34.2% among the
households comprised of 9 children and above.

* Refugee camps still suffer from having the highest child
poverty rate, which amounted to 37.3% in 1998 compared
to 35.5% in 1997.

* Poverty prevalence rates increase with:

- The increase in the number of household members.

- High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of
households’ heads with educational attainment levels less
than elementary certificate.

- High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of
households headed by women.

- High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of
households heads employed in primary occupations.

[15]
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7. Child Work:

The following indicators for children in the age group 10-17 years
were derived from the findings of the Labour Force Survey,
conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 1999

* 34,061 children in the Palestinian Territory were classified
in the labor force. This percentage constitutes around 5.9%
of the total number of children in the age group 10-17
years.

* 15.9% of children aged 10-17 years old didn’t work during
1999, and were available for wok and were seeking for
work (unemployment).

* The highest labor force participation for children aged 10-
17 years was in the northern parts of the West Bank (9.1%)
and the southern parts of the West Bank (7.3%).

* In most cases, child labor leads to school drop-outs.
Available statistics for 1999 indicate that 73.6% of working
children in the age group 10-17 years are not enrolled at
schools.

* 73.4% of the employed children works more than 35 hours

a week.

* The highest percentage of employed children belong to
households headed by waged employees (16.1%) or
persons employed in the private sector (10.8%).

[16]
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e Educational attainment and income levels for the head of
the household and the size of household are among the
most important factors affecting the percentage of
employed children. Lower percentages of child labor exist
among small households with high educational attainment
and income levels of the head of the household and vise
versa.

[17]
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