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1997 ale dlgs —dikiall g Guiadly ¢ salll Alla caca Aol o) Y1 3 0 gaisbacadd) Gl 11 Jg2a
Table 1: Palestinian Population in the Palestinian Territory by Refugee Status, Region
and Sex- End Year 1997

Liaddl) ozl ) 36 pUad dy ) dda))
Refugee Status Palestinian Territory Gaza Strip West Bank s sall) Ala

It A It A It A

Female Male Female | Male Female Male
Refugee 585,087 607,052 328,036 336,973 257,051 270,079 Y
Non-Refugee 828,977 854,273 172,472 179,878 656,505 674,395 Y e
(Not Stated 8,336 7,905 2,008 1,788 6,328 6,117 O e
Total 1,422,400 1,469,230 502,516 518,639 919,884 950,591 £ saaall

Includes population counted during the period of 10 -24/12/ 1997.

and include uncounted population estimates according to

the post enumeration survey and population estimates
for those parts of Jerusalem annexed by Israel in 1967.

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1998.
Population Housing, and Establishment Census 1997, Census

Final Results- Summary (Population, Housing Units, Buidings
and Establishment). Ramallah- Palestine.
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Table 2: Palestinian Refugees Registered at UNRWA by Current Country of Residence and Residency

Inside Refugee Camps- Mid Year 2000

Giladall JAI G slaal) G g3l Oslaall ¢y giadl)
Country/ Region dahaial) /A1 50
Registered Refugees in
g ugeest Registered Refugees
Camps
Jordan 280,191 1,570,192 o)
Lebanon 210,715 376,472 ol
Syria 111,712 383,199 Ly u
West Bank 157,676 583,009 A el Al
Gaza Strip 451,186 824,622 3¢ glhad
Total 1,211,480 3,737,494 £ sanal

Source: Website for United Nation:
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).

s Relief and Work Agency

(15nsY1) A sl gl AN 5y Al Ay FSY) Aniiall 1 juaal
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Table 3: Palestinian Refugees Registered at UNRWA by Country of Residence- Selected Years

-

Country/ Region Year e Abaial) /4 gal
1998 | 1997 | 1996 | 1995 | 1990 | 1985
Jordan 1,463,064 1,413,252 1,358,706 1,228,197 929,079 799,724 N
Lebanon 364,551 359,005 352,668 346,164 302,049 263,599 ol
Syria 365,805 356,739 347,391 337,308 280,731 244,626 Lo
'West Bank 555,057 542,642 532,438 517,412 414,298 357,704 iy jall dacall
Gaza Strip 772,653 746,050 716,930 683,560 496,339 427,892 55 g lad
Total 3,521,130 3,417,688 3,308,133 3,112,641 2,422,496 2,093,545 & sl
Source: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine G (3 Gulanddl) (faS) Janip B2Y saaial) ael) QS 1 jheaal)
Refugees in the Near East, Reoport of Commissioner - Genral, 1998 s /0 n3a 30-1997 - 4l /55a5 cplall [ giall g i ¢ Y

July, 1997 - June, 1998.
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Table 4: Selected Indicators About Palestinian Refugees- End Year 1998

1998 ale 4l —pishanaddl) Guiadll) Jga 3 lida <l pdisa 14 Jgaa

g saal g ol o) B plhd | Ayl dddal)
Indicator S5l
Total Syria Lebanon Jordan | Gaza Strip | West Bank
Total Registered refugees 3,564,970 374,521 367,610 1,487,449 772,653 562,737 Clansall a3 & sene
Registered refugees living in camps 1,161,023 109,315 200,707 272,257 427,840 150,904 Giladall Jala sl o a3
Number of Camps 59 10 12 10 8 19 AN il e L b jimall el sae
. . mall OV (553 i 2
Refugees Registered as special 196,160 24,891 37,648 37,099 65,851 30,671

hardship cases

(s pnall Al e cplaisall (4)

Source: Website for United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).
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Table 5: Estimated Palestinian Population in the World by Place of Residence
(1992-1993)

Place of Residence Population Number Olsad) 2ae L) gise
1993 1992
West Bank 1,248,000 1,212,000 A al) daall
Gaza Strip 748,900 716,200 s e gl
Israel 789,900 756,700 il
Jordan 2,070,200 2,006,000 oY)
Syria 298,212 289,526 L ses
Lebanon 328,176 319,427 ol
Iraq 29,821 28,952 3
Libya 33,079 31,503 Ll
Egypt 49,579 48,088 e
Other Arab Countries 356,436 369,705 s Al dye ds
U.S.A 146,692 142,696 2854 aniall Y )
Other Countries 192,739 187,672 s Al ds
Total 6,291,734 6,108,469 £ sl

Source: Palestine Liberation Organiziation, No.9, 1993/1994.

Central Bureau of Statistics and Natural Resources,

Palestinian Statistical Abstract, Damascus.
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Table 6: Estimated Palestinian Population by Refugee Status and Place of Residence- Mid Year 1995

Cpdadl e Ogiadu) % ) JRCOA JRRYS o
Place of Residence Ay} yl<a
Non-Refugees | Refugees | Percent % Population
Israel 1,064,975 0 13.8 1,064,975 W
Gaza Strip 257,698 692,647 12.3 950,345 53¢ gl
West Bank 851,162 643,498 19.4 1,494,660 Jw el dal)
Returnee after (1/ 1990) 0 62,155 0.8 62,155 (1990 /1) axs ¢y sailadl
Total Palestinian Territory 1,108,860 1,398,300 325 2,507,160 Lihandd) ) M £ $a2a
Total Palestinian Territory + Israel 2,173,835 1,398,300 46.3 3,572,135 i el + Aiadaaddl) g,a'a\ﬂ\ £ a2
Jordan 676,899 1,468,522 27.9 2,145,421 oY)
Lebanon 55,000 495,000 7.1 550,000 old
Syria 18,707 355,426 4.9 374,133 L
Egypt 0 57,791 0.8 57,791 B
Total in Bordering Countries 750,606 2,376,739 40.7 3,127,345 GBEl Jg0 £ gana
Iraq+Libya 0 73,359 1.0 73,359 Ll + (3) 2l
Saudi Arabia 0 240,128 3.1 240,128 303 gadll
Kuwait 11,000 15,000 0.3 26,000 PN
Other Gulf Countries 0 104,225 1.4 104,225 s AY ) Js
Total in Gulf Countries 11,000 432,712 5.8 443,712 Al Jg2 £ sena
Other Arab Countries 0 85,746 1.1 85,746 @AY Ayl Jsal
Total in Arab Countries 2,935,441 4,293,497 93.9 7,228,938 Ayl Jod) £ gara
U.S.A 56,060 168,181 2.9 224,241 Ay yaY) sasiall LY
Other Countries 61,181 183,542 3.2 244723 GAY! Jsall
Total of non-Arab Countries 117,241 351,723 6.1 468,964 Ayl e Jedd £ sa2a
Total 3,052,682 4,645,220 100 7,697,902 £ saaall

Source: Salman Abu - Sitta, 1996. The Right of Return, Palestinian Return Center, London.
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Table 7: Distribution of the Palestinian Population by Country of Residence-

Mid Year 1995
Country/ Region L) il ) dabatal) /Al gal)
Percent % | Number (per 1000)
Israel 11.7 801 Sy
West Bank 21.7 1,485 iy all daal)
Gaza Strip 13.2 905 3¢ glad
Jordan 28.8 1,977 RN
Lebanon 5.7 392 okl
Syria 5.2 358 L) gus
Egypt 0.6 44 e
Saudi Arabia 3.6 248 430 grdll
Kuwait 0.7 50 RPN
Bahrain 0.3 24 o
Oman 0.1 7 Olee
Qatar 0.5 34 hd
UAE 0.8 52 eyl
Iraq 0.5 36 Gl
Algeria 0.1 5 BB
Libya 0.5 32 [
Other Countries 6.0 410 GAY! Jsal
Total 100 6,860 £ el

Source: United States Bureau of Census, No0.43/1995.

as quoted in ESCWA population Bulletin.
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Table 8: Estimated Palestinian Population by Country- Mid Year 1996

Country/ Region Gl s dahial) /4l gal)
Population Number
Palestine Calanald
'West Bank 1,571,572 iy 3l dacal
Gaza Strip 963,062 3¢ glhad
Israel 950,000 3
Total in Palestine 3,484,634 Cpladd £ gara
Palestinian Diaspora il gaidacdd
Jordan 2,225,000 Y
Lebanon 350,000 ol
Syria 340,000 Lo
Saudia Arabia & the Gulf Region 450,000 i) ddhaia g 450 gadd) Ay sl ASLaall
Libya 25,000 Ll
Iraq 40,000 Gl
(North & South America 480,000 A il 1S el g Alladd) 1Syl
Europe 150,000 Ly
Other Countries 50,000 s A Js
Total Palestinian in Diaspora 4,110,000 LAY idaudd £ gana
Total Palestinian Population 7,594,634 bl ) £ gana

Source: Website for Palestinian Diaspora

and Refugee Center (Shaml).
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Table 9: Number of Non Jews Population Inside Israel by Religion- End Year

1998
GSad) aae
Religion sl
Population Number

Muslims 899,800 Osalosall
Christians 128,700 O sl
Druze 99,000 BN
Unclassified 128,700 Cahaa p&
Total 1,256,200 £ sanall

Source: ICBS, 1999. No. 50, Statistical
Abstract of Israel.

1999 (Al ) A58 ) slasyl 5 i 1 jdadl
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Table 10: Estimated Palestinian Population in the World by Place of
Residence- Mid Year 1996

) dae ;
Indicator c . Higall
Population Number
Number of Palestinians Inside Israel 1,000,000 Sl el (A Cppialanddl) dae
Number of Palestinians Abroad 4,000,000 sl A Gaiadaddl axe
[Number of Palestinians in Gaza Strip Aaall 538 gl (b Oppdanddl e
2,534,000
& West Bank FgH|
Total 7,534,000 £ gaxall
Source: The Human Development Profile, COpanald (5 Aaala 199764 00 el Cila 1 juaal)

1997. Bir Zeit University, Palestine.
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Table 11: Population Projections of Palestinians Abroad by Selected Years

Year

-

Al

Country A
2002 | 1997 | 1992
Lebanon 584,340 516,471 456,485 olad
Syria 455,956 383,903 323,236 L g
Jordan 2,417,710 2,035,647 1,713,960 A
Egypt 211,701 178,200 150,000 s
Kuwait 529,299 461,037 401,578 ey &I
Saudi Arabia 293,479 270,871 222,637 0y
Qatar 43,679 37,862 32,819 had
Bahrain 2,757 2,497 2,262 S
UAE 69,135 59,061 50,454 Ly
Libya 39,251 33,858 29,207 L
Iraq 42,662 34,688 31,744 3 el
Algeria 5911 5,354 4,849 BN
USA 147,678 139,128 131,073 4 ) saniall Y )
Latin America 230,779 217,417 204,829 Al S
Other Countries 112,572 1,061,000 100,000 Al g
Total 5,186,909 5,436,994 3,855,133 £ sanall

Source: Palestine Red Crescent Society, Oct,
1992. the National Health Plan For Palestinians

Outside Palestine.

O [ a5 ¢ cuhanddl) 5aa) Dledl duman  jsaall
Orirlanadill Adlall Lnal) 422l L1992 (J V)
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Tablel2: Estimated Palestinian Population and Refugees by Place of Residence- Mid Year 1998

COladanddl) cpiadll) aac Cahauddl) sl aae
Country/ Region Number of Palestinian Abaial) [ Al
Refugees Number of Palestinian
Israel (200,000 internal) 953,497 J
Gaza Strip 766,124 1,004,498 8¢ glad
West Bank 652,855 1,596,554 Ay al dexl
Jordan 1,741,796 2,328,308 )
Lebanon 408,008 430,183 ol
Syria 444921 465,662 Ly s
Egypt 40,468 48,784 e
Saudi Arabia 274,762 274,762 30a el
Kuwait 34,370 37,696 ]
Other Gulf Countries 105,578 105,578 s AY zlal Jso
Iraq+Libya 74,284 74,284 Lad + 3l )
Other Arab Countries 5,544 5,544 S AY) gyl Jgall
U.S.A 173,050 203,558 LS0,aY) sasiall Y )
Other Countries 220,361 259,248 GAY! Jsal
Total 4,942,121 7,788,156 g saxal

Source: Salman Abu - Sitta, 1998. Palestine, 1948. 50 Years After

Al Nakba, Palestinian Return Center, London.

S any e 50,1948 ¢plansld 1998 (i 5 el ;)
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Table 13: Estimated Palestinian Population in the World by Place of

Residence- Mid Year 2000

Country/ Region Palecs,i::ﬁ:lfﬂl‘\l ::nber Akl [l
Israel 1,113,000 J
West Bank 2,011,930 Ay yall daa)
Gaza Strip 1,138,126 3¢ ¢l
Jordan 2,522,431 RN
Syria 456,381 okl
Lebanon 494,021 Lsw
Egypt 51,755 e
Saudi Arabia 291,495 300 gl
Kuwait 39,992 PN
Other Gulf Countries 112,008 G AY mlal Js
Iraq + Libya 78,808 Lad + & =)
Other Arab Countries 5,882 G AY) gyl Jgall
U.S.A 211,782 A8 sasial Y )
Other Foreign Countries 269,722 A Aal) Jsal
Total 8,797,333 £ saxall

Source: Estimated by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. el slas3l (5 38 jall Slead) < i 1 jaaal)
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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics was established as a result of a wise decision
taken by the Palestinian leadership, in an attempt to provide official Palestinian statistical
figure and realize the Palestinian statistical independence. The first accomplishments of this
Bureau include a comprehensive study of all available studies and researches on the
Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory; the implementation of the Demographic
Survey of 1995; and the implementation of the Population, Housing and Establishments
Census of 1997. A recent presidential decree expanded the scope of work of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics to include Palestinians all over the world.

Since its late transformation into the “Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics” on May 4
1999, it embarked on examining sources that could provide data on the Palestinian people all
over the world along with the most significant demographic and social indicators on the
Palestinian people in order to arrive at reasonable estimates for their numbers. Such an efforts
also aims to develop a methodology for updating these data and expand the search base in the
coming years.

Statistics available on the Palestinian people all over the world showed a multiplicity of
resources and a variation of estimates. Nevertheless, available data are not complete in some
aspects due to the absence of scientific and statistical bases for these data, i.e. the availability
of an updated data base typically based on solid censuses and surveys.

This report presents a summary of the most important data available on the Palestinians all
over the world from different sources (administrative records, censuses, estimates ...etc). It is
worthy to note that this report has been prepared to enable us to derive updated estimates on
the numbers of Palestinians in the world.

This report involves the most important statistics and estimates for the numbers of Palestinian
population in Diaspora. It is an attempt from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics to
settle the current debate on the estimates and size of the Palestinian population all over the
world, which could be achieved by examining published figures coupled with objective and
professional assessment. Moreover, this report includes the interpretations of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics on this subject.

November, 2000 Hasan Abu- Libdeh, Ph.D.
President
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Chapter One

Introduction

Data on the Palestinians all over the world are crucial for the identification of the Palestinians’
demographic status inside or outside Palestinian, along with the changes occurring in this
status on an annual basis. In accordance with the PCBS' transformation decision (presidential
decree) and the master plan for Palestine official statistics, statistics on the Palestinian people
constitute part of priorities of the Bureau in general and the PCBS' Population Statistics in
particular.

Due to the unavailability of such data in a user-friendly way that facilitates utilization in the
past, we deemed it appropriate to issue this report on the number of Palestinians in the world.
Statistics available on the numbers of Palestinians by country of residence were collected,
compared, studied, and analyzed in a way that ensures drawing solid recommendations on the
most realistic estimates, from the point of view of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.

The production of this report came as a result of continuous efforts aiming to provide data on
the characteristics of the Palestinians in the world, irrespective of whether such data cover all
or portions of the Palestinians. Special focus and attention has been paid to countries hosting
considerable numbers of the Palestinians such as Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Gulf
countries. This involves examining various data sources, e.g. the publications of Arab Bureaus
of Census, Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, UNRWA statistical publications, Central
Bureau of Statistics and Natural Resources in Damascus, and the publications of research
centers interested in Palestinian studies ...etc.

Report Objective

The main objective of this report is to assess available data on the numbers of Palestinians in
the world and, thus, to make use of these data in building a database on the demographic and
social characteristics of the Palestinian people. Another pertinent aim is to give political
planners and decision-makers opportunities to draw solid plans based on update and reliable
estimates.

Report Structure

This report is comprised of six main chapters — Besides the first chapter that involves an
introduction to the report, the second chapter introduces definitions and explanations of the
main concepts and terminology used in the report. The third chapter involves an overview of
the number of Palestinian refugees and displaced. The Fourth chapter contains a brief
description of the methodology adopted in estimating the numbers of Palestinian people all
over the world. The fifth chapter involves a reading in the sources of available data. The sixth
chapter includes the recommendations of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and its
estimates of the numbers of Palestinians in the world. Furthermore, this report involves a set
of statistical tables on the numbers of Palestinians in the world.
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Palestinian Refugee
in the UNRWA
Definition:

Palestinian Refugee in
the Definition of the
Palestinian National
Convention:

Displaced:

Camp:

Refugee status:

Registered
Refugees:

Non-registered

Refugees:

Non- Refugee:

Vulnerable Refugees:

Country of Residence:

Chapter Two

Definitions and Explanations

Any one who was living in Palestine two years before the 1948
War and migrated to one of the areas in which UNRWA operates
(Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, West Bank and Gaza Strip) and became
“financially ” in need

Arab citizens who were living in Palestine until 1947, whether
displaced by force outside Palestine or remained inside Palestine.
The definition also includes all of their descendants born to an
Arab father inside or outside Palestine after that date.

Those individuals and their families who left their dwellings in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip or were unable to return to their houses
due to the 1967 War.

It refers to any locality referred to as a refugee camp and
administered by the United Nations Refugees Relief and Work
Agency in the Near East (UN.R.W.A).

This status relates to the Palestinians forced to leave their land in
the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel in 1948. It applies to
their male sons and grandsons. Every Palestinians falls in one of
the following categories:

It applies to registered refugees holding refugee registration cards
issued by UNRWA.

It applies to unregistered refugees who do not hold refugee
registration cards issued by UNRWA.

It applies to any Palestinian not categorized under any of the two
aforementioned statuses.

Members to refugee households who receive subsistence aids from
UNRWA.

The country in which the Palestinian person normally resides in
most days of the year.
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Chapter Three
Statistical Overview

Statistical data indicate that the number of Palestinian population at the end of British
Mandate in the eve of 1948 amounted to 2.1 million persons, 1.454 million Palestinian Arab
compared to 650 thousand Jews'. In fact, there are varied figures on the numbers of 1948

refugees. Whereas the Palestinian sources indicate that the numbers of Palestinian refugees
amounted to 780 thousand refugees at the end of 1948 and around 850 thousand at the end of
1952, United Nations sources estimated the numbers of the Palestinian refugees by 726
thousand in 1949. American sources noted that the number of the Palestinian refugees in 1953
was 875 thousand refugees. The sources of the British government estimated the number of
the Palestinian refugees in 1949 by 810 thousand refugeesz. Moreover, UNRWA estimated the

number of Palestinian refugees in 1949 by 960 thousand refugees. The Arab League sources,
on the other hand, estimated the number of Palestinian refugees in 1949 by 940 thousand
refugees. If we focus on the lowest number of Palestinian refugees in 1948 introduced by
these estimates, we conclude that the number of Palestinian refugees in 1949 was around 736
thousand out of the total number of the Palestinian people which was 1.466 million in 1949,
i.e. more than 50% of the Arab Palestinian people became refugees’.

As for the 1967 Palestinian displaced, Jordanian sources indicate that their number amounts to
250 thousand Palestinian®. On the other hand, Palestinian researchers including Dr. Abdel -

Fattah Abu Shukur indicated that around 273 thousand Palestinian migrated from the West
Bank and Gaza Strip between 1967 and the end of 1985°. Furthermore, Bilal Al — Hasan

indicated that their number was 408 thousand Palestinian until the end of 1968, around 361
thousand in the West Bank and 47 thousand in Gaza Strip6. On the other hand, the UNRWA

estimates indicate that the number of Palestinian refugees who migrated from Palestine in the
outbreak of 1967 was 335 thousand Palestinian out of whom 200 thousand sought refuge for
the second time’. According to Palestinian negotiators, the number of Palestinian refugees as a

result of the 1967 war is very much higher than that figure and amounts to 412 thousand
refugees in addition to those uprooted by the Israeli occupation through direct or indirect
deportation. This figure includes deportees and those who lost their residency right in the
period 1967 — 1991°,

! Palestinian Return Center, 1999. The Question of Palestinian Refugees 51 Years After Nakba 1948, London.
® Elia Zureik, 1994. Palestinian Refugees and the Peace Process.

> Palestinian Return Center, 1999. The Question of Palestinian Refugees 51 Years After Nakba 1948, London.
+ Alternative Information Center, 1994 Article 74, Vol.12.

> Al-Quds Newspaper, July 1990.

0 Al-Quds Newspaper, 22/9/1995.

’ Vieanna, 1995. Palestine Refugees and UNRWA-45" Year, UNRWA Headquarters.

s Gear Hard Belfer, Ingreid Gasner, 1997. UNRWA Between the Hammer of Politics and the Anvil of Serving
the Refugees, Badil Center.
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Chapter Four

Methodology

Data Source:

Data included in this report were obtained from the report of UNRWA high commissioner,
some international agencies, Statistical Yearbook (Abstract) of Israel, the statistical set issued
by the Central Bureau of Statistics and Natural Resources in Damascus, the Norwegian
Institute for Applied Social Science (FAFO). And the web sites of some international
institutions concerned with the question of Palestine all over the world.

Methodology:

Data introduced in this report vary by source. Some of these data are obtained from
administrative records, such as data obtained from UNRWA records. Other data are based on
assumptions adopted by some researchers and concerned parties. On the other hand, other data
are derived from statistical report issued by countries hosting Palestinians. Therefore, the
accuracy of data is primarily contingent on the accuracy of the sources. We present in the
following sections the main sources adopted in preparing this report along with the
methodology they adopted in estimating the numbers of Palestinians.

With regard to UNRWA data, they are limited only to the numbers of refugees in the five
arecas where UNRWA operates (Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, West Bank and Gaza Strip). One
should note that UNRWA did not prepare these figures for statistical purpose, but rather to
have a mechanism for providing assistance to the refugees in these countries. In 1950, for
instance, the UNRWA assumed the responsibility of managing — what is thought to be at that
time- a temporary relief work, but it did not register the refugees refuted to Egypt as the
Government of Egypt had not asked for UN assistance and, as a result, the UNRWA claimed
that those refugees are not entitled to receive its aid. Thus, they were not included in UNRWA
records’. This applies to refugees with similar conditions in other Arab countries.

Furthermore, UNRWA assumes that the numbers of refugees in the areas of its operations are
less than the figures of other institutions, which is due to lack of reporting birth and mortality
cases as well as other inaccuracies.

On the other hand, data available on the numbers of Palestinians in Israel, these data are
obtained from the Israeli Statistical Series of the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics. This
source issues statistical data on population of Israel by nationality (Jewish and non-Jewish) or
by religion (Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Durzi, others)m. It should be noted that it is imperative

to double-check the complete dependency of these sources on Israeli sources, especially in
relation to the demographic data pertinent to the Palestinians in Israel. Thus, the provision of
statistical data on the Palestinians in Israel is not easy as all relevant data are Israeli-oriented
(Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics). Therefore, it is crucial to separate data on the numbers of
Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory occupied in 1948 including the J1 area of Jerusalem

K Palestinian Return Center, 2000. Brief Overview of the History of the Palestinian Refugees in Egypt, London.

10 . . . . .
Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Abstract of Israel, Series for Different Years.
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governorate“. Thus, we calculated the number of Palestinian population inside Israel for

different years by deducting the number of Palestinians living in J1 area of Jerusalem
governorate.

As for the data representing the Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory (West Bank
and Gaza Strip), they are derived from the estimates prepared by the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics based on the findings of the Population, Housing and Establishments
Census of 1997. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics also made use of the assumptions
it put forward on the expected trends of fertility, mortality, and international migration for the
Palestinian people in the Palestinian Territory in the years to come.

As for the data representing the Palestinian population in Jordan, many researchers and
statisticians adopted the assumption that the Palestinians represent half of the Jordanian
population and that they share the other characteristics equally with the rest of the Jordanian
population. This assumption implies that this percentage represents a minimum of the
Palestinian existence in Jordan. This is confirmed by Jordanian researchers including Mr.
Fathi Nsour, who estimated the number of Palestinians in Jordan by 2.5 million Palestinian
out of the total Jordanian population 4.1 million in 1995"%. The Central Bureau of Statistics

and Natural Resources in Damascus adopted the same assumption in compiling data on the
Palestinians in Jordan — The estimates of the Office indicate that the number of Palestinian
population in Jordan in 1993 amounted to 2.070 million Palestinian". As for the number of

Palestinian refugees according to UNRWA records, it is estimated that there number amounts
to 1.570 million Palestinian refugees at the mid of 2000'*. Nevertheless, the statistics of the

National Center for Studies and Documentation for the year 2000 indicate that 282 thousand
refugees are not registered in the UNRWA records. It is also worthy to note that considerable
numbers of the Palestinian population in Jordan have the Jordanian nationality'”.

As for the data representing the Palestinian population in Syria and Lebanon, they are based
on the estimates of the Central Office for Statistics and Natural Resources in Damascus as
well as some of the surveys the Office conducted in cooperation some international agencies.
There are also based on the reports of UNRWA high commissioner compiled from the records
of UNRWA.

As for the data representing the Palestinian population in the rest of Arab and non-Arab
countries, they were obtained from the estimates of some researchers and interested parties
including estimates made Palestinian societies and centers.

"J1: Includes Those Parts of Jerusalem Governorate, Which were Annexed by Israel Following its Occupation

Of West Bank in 1967.
12 Jordan Times Newspaper, 7/5/1998.

B Palestine Liberation Organization, No.9, 1993/1994. Central Bureau of Statistics and Natural Resources,

Palestinian Statistical Abstract, Damascus.
1 Website foe United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).

15 National Center for Studies and Documentation, 2000. The Memory of Palestine.
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Chapter Five

A Reading in the Sources of Available Data

The problem of having varied data sources and statistics on the number of the Palestinian
people all over the world is due to the fact that available data have been compiled from all
available sources, statistical publications, studies, researches and estimates on the Palestinians
in the world. Another reason that accounts for such a variation is the different purpose for
each of the different estimates, which brought about variation in these sources, coupled with
multiplicity and difficulty to unify.

5.1 UNRWA Statistics

UNRWA publishes statistics on the registered refugees only in the Jordan, Syria, Lebanon,
and West Bank and Gaza Strip. This means that UNRWA disregarded the refugees registered
in the remaining Arab countries and the rest of the world. Furthermore, UNRWA defines a
refugee as “any one who was living in Palestine two years before the 1948 War and migrated
to one of the areas in which UNRWA operates and became “financially ”” in need”. This
definition excludes many categories of the refugees including:

1. Refugees not “financially” in need
2. Refugees living outside the aforementioned five areas in which UNRWA operates.

3. Refugees displaced inside the homeland (those displaced inside Israel and refugees
displaced inside and outside Jerusalem).

4. Persons who were outside Palestine in the outbreak of the war.
5. Persons who had to migrate in the years that followed the war.

The updating of UNRWA data depends on the refugees themselves; thus, it is expected to
have delay from the side of the refugees in updating their pertinent data. Therefore, UNRWA
data is not considered relevant demographic data from statistical point of view due to the
expected lack in the numbers of refugees.

5.2 Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory (West Bank including Jerusalem and Gaza
Strip)

Data available on the numbers of Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory are characterized
with precision as population estimates are based on the findings of the Population, Housing
and Establishments Census of 1997 as well as assumptions on the expected trends of fertility,
mortality, and international migration for the Palestinians in the coming years. Thus, the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics estimated the number of usual residence population in
the Palestinian Territory at the mid of 2000 by 3.150 million persons, 2.012 million in the
West Bank and 1.138 million in Gaza Strip.
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5.3 Palestinians in Israel

As for sources of data on the Palestinians inside Israel, they are based on the Israeli Central
Bureau of Statistics. These data include the population of J1 area of Jerusalem governorate,
The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics estimated the number of non-Jews in Israel at the end
of 1998 by 1.256 million'’. According to the statistics of the Palestinian Diaspora and

Refugees Center (Shaml), number of Palestinian population in the middle of 1996 in the
Palestinian Territory occupied since 1948 by 950 thousand persons. On the other hand, Dr.
Salman Abu -Sitta, (a Palestinian researcher specialized in the Palestinian refugees) —
estimated the number of Palestinians in Israel in the middle of 1998 by 953 thousand persons.
The United States Bureau of Census estimated the number of Palestinian population in Israel
at the end of 1995 by 801 thousand persons”.

5.4 Palestinians in Arab Countries

Data available on the numbers of Palestinians in Arab Countries are very limited due to the
absence of clear enumeration for the Palestinians in these countries. This is basically due to
the different policies these countries adopt towards the Palestinians, as well as to the lack of
studies aiming to enumerate the Palestinians in the world or the Arab countries that received
them. Likewise, the integration of Palestinians with the citizens of the hosting countries
caused their numbers to differ and vary from source to another. Some of the Arab countries
offered numbers of Palestinians nationalities and residence rights. Also, the huge migration of
the Palestinians to Arab and Western countries, as well as the frequent migrations made it
almost impossible to obtain accurate numbers.

5.4.1 Palestinians in Jordan

The numbers of Palestinian refugees registered in UNRWA records as living in Jordan
amounted to 1.570 million Palestinian at the mid of 2000. According to the statistics of the
Palestinian Diaspora and Refugees Center (Shaml), the number of Palestinian population in
the middle of 1996 in Jordan amounted to 2.225 million Palestinian. On the other hand, Dr.
Salman Abu-Sitta estimated the number of Palestinian in Jordan in the middle of 1998 by
2.328 million Palestinian. Moreover, the United States Burecau of Census estimated the
number of Palestinian population in Jordan at the end of 1995 by 1.977 million Palestinian.
On the other hand, the Official statistics of the Jordanian Governments indicated that around
2.050 million Palestinian refugees live in Jordan, according to the 1994 statistics . As shown,

there is a clear variation and discrepancy in the estimates of the Palestinian population in
Jordan. This is primarily due to the fact that a percentage of Jordanian people are of a
Palestinian origin holding the Jordanian nationality. In this context, The Norwegian Institute
for Applied Social Sciences (FAFO) carried out many surveys in the Palestinian Territory,
Jordan, Lebanon and other countries in cooperation with these countries. These surveys
targeted the living conditions of the Palestinian refugees. In a report that tackled the
movement of Palestinian refugees in Jordan, FAFO indicated that Jordan underwent three

16 Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. No, 50. Statistical Abstract of Israel.
7 George F. Kossaifi, 1996. The Palestinian Refugees and the Right of Return.

18 Alternative Information Center, 1994. Article 74, Vol. 12.
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waves of Palestinian refugees: The First wave of approximately 440 thousand refugees
denoting Palestinian whom left their homeland following the 1948-war. A second wave of
refugees was created following the 1967 war when an additional 240 thousand Palestinian
from West Bank and Gaza Strip displaces forced to migrate to Jordan. The third wave of
Palestinian refugees where approximately 300 thousand Palestinian came from Kuwait'"’. In a

report of a living condition survey conducted in Jordan, FAFO indicated that around 1.843
million Palestinian were living in Jordan in 1996. This report talks about four categories of
Palestinians listed above (refugees, displaced, both refugees and displaced, and comers from
Gaza). The aforementioned figure involves 571 thousand Palestinian are displaced; while an
additional 1.272 million Palestinian are refugees, both refugees and displaced, or comers from
Gaza Stripzo.

5.4.2 Palestinians in Lebanon and Syria

The numbers of Palestinian refugees registered in UNRWA records as living in Lebanon
amounted to 376 thousand Palestinian at the mid of 2000. According to the statistics of the
Palestinian Diaspora and Refugees Center (Shaml), the number of Palestinian population in
the middle of 1996 in Lebanon amounted to 350 thousand Palestinian. On the other hand, Dr.
Salman Abu —Sitta, estimated the number of Palestinians in Lebanon in the middle of 1998 by
408 thousand Palestinian. Moreover, the United States Bureau of Census estimated the
number of Palestinian population in Lebanon at the end of 1995 by 392 thousand Palestinian.
On the other hand, the Official statistics of Lebanese Government indicated that around 450
thousand Palestinian refugees live in Lebanon, according to the 1993 statistics™ . A former

Lebanese minister, Shawqi Fakhuri stated that the number of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon
varies from 400 thousand to 500 thousand persons. The statistics of the Directorate General of
Palestinian Refugee Affairs (DPRA) in Lebanon indicated that the number of Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon amounted to 350 thousand persons for 1993, Differences in the

numbers of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are due to the following factors: Absence of
recent enumeration; population integration between some Palestinians and Lebanese; 30
thousand Palestinian obtained the Lebanese nationality considerable numbers of whom
refused to register themselves in UNRWA records; UNRWA refusal to register Palestinians
who sought refuge to Lebanon after 1952; lack of registration of those who came to Jordan
between 1970 — 1977; and the frequent migration of many Palestinians outside Lebanon™.

This data was supported by the study that prepared by FAFO, about the Palestinian living
conditions in Lebanon.

The numbers of Palestinian refugees registered in UNRWA records as living in Syria
amounted to 383,199 Palestinians at the mid of 2000. According to the statistics of the

" FAF 0, 1994. Finding Ways, Palestinian Coping Strategies in Changing Environments, Almashriq.

20 Marie Arneberg, 1997. Living Conditions Among Palestinian Refugees and Displaced in Jordan, Fafo
Institute.

*! Suheil Al-Natur, 1993. The Norwegian Refugees Council.

> Rose Marry Al-Sayegh, 1993. Palestinian in Lebanon, A Painful Reality and an Ambiguous Future,
Palestinian Studies Journal.

> Nawaf Salam, 1994. Between Return and Settlement, What Solution for the Future of Palestinian Existence

in Lebanon, Palestinian Studies Journal.
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Palestinian Center for Refugees and Diaspora (Shaml), the number of Palestinian population
in the middle of 1996 in Syria amounted to 340 thousand Palestinian. On the other hand, Dr.
Salman Abu -Sitta estimated the number of Palestinians in Syria in the middle of 1998 by 444
thousand Palestinian. Moreover, the United States Bureau of Census estimated the number of
Palestinian population in Syria at the end of 1995 by 358 thousand Palestinian.

5.4.3 Palestinians in Remaining Arab Countries

In the remaining Arab countries, the Palestinian Diaspora and Refugees Center (Shaml)
estimated the number of Palestinians in the middle of 1996 in Saudi Arabia, Gulf Area, Libya
and Iraq by 515 thousand Palestinian. Dr. Salman Abu -Sitta estimated the number of
Palestinians in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya, Gulf Countries, and other Arab
countries by 547 thousand Palestinian in the middle of 1998. Moreover, the US Bureau of
Census estimated the number of Palestinian population in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Algeria and Libya by 532 thousand
Palestinian at the end of 1995. It is clear that the figures on the remaining Arab countries are
close to each other in the various sources.

5.5 Palestinians in the Rest of the World

Data available on the Palestinians in the rest of the world are inaccurate, due to the fact that
considerable numbers of them have the nationalities of the countries they live in, and are
integrated in the various aspects of the life of those societies. In addition, such inaccuracy is
also due to the fact that Palestinians in Diaspora do not register their names and the names of
their family members in the embassies of Palestine all over the world as it is the case in the
majority of embassies. The Palestinian Diaspora and Refugees Center (Shaml) estimated the
number of Palestinians in Northern and Western America and Western European countries by
680 thousand Palestinian in the middle of 1996. 463 thousand Palestinian estimated as the
number of Palestinians in the United States of America and other foreign countries in 1998,
according to Dr. Salman Abu -Sitta. It is worthy to refer to the workshop organized by
Refugees Studies Center (RSC), Oxford University on Palestinian communities in Europe. In
this workshop, Mr. Abbas Shiblak — founder of the Palestinian Diaspora and Refugees Center
(Shaml) - indicated in the preliminary paper he presented to the workshop that the number of
Palestinians living in Europe is not less than 150 thousand, the majority of whom are from the
Palestinian refugees living in Lebanon™.

In the context of its work plan for the years to come, the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics will prepare regular statistics on the numbers of Palestinians all over the world and
their characteristics when ever new and appropriate data are available. Such an undertaking
aims to give an accurate picture on the reality of the Palestinians in the various places.

** Palestinian Diaspora and Refugee Center (Shaml), 2000.
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Chapter Six

Assumptions Used for Estimates

In view of the multiplicity of data sources and after conducting careful analyses and
comparative studies among these sources, special estimates for the numbers of Palestinians at
the mid of 2000 have been made in accordance with the following assumptions:

1.We adopted the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics were for estimates of the Palestinian
population in the occupation Palestinian Territory in 1967 at the mid of 2000.

2. We adopted the figures of the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics for the number of non-
Jews population in Israel after deducting the Statistics for the number of Palestinian
population in J1 area of Jerusalem governorate. The number of Palestinian population in Israel
was estimated based on a growth rate of 3.3% for 2000.

3. As for the number of Palestinian population in Jordan, we adopted the assumption that
Palestinian population constitutes half of the Jordanian Population and that they share the
other characteristics equally with the rest of the population.

4. As for the rest of the world, we adopted the figures prepared by Dr. Salman Abu -Sitta,
which published by Palestinian return center, who estimated the number of the Palestinian
population in the middle of 1998 — and calculated their number for the mid of 2000 — by using
a growth rate of 3.0% for the Arab countries and 2.0% for the rest of the world.

Thus, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics estimated the number of Palestinian
population at the mid of 2000 by 8.797 million persons, distributed by place of residence as
follows: 3.150 million persons in the West Bank including Jerusalem and Gaza Strip; 1.113
million persons in Israel; 2.522 million persons in Jordan; 456 thousand persons in Lebanon;
494 thousand persons in Syria; 52 thousand persons in Egypt; 528 thousand persons in other
Arab countries; 212 thousand persons in USA; and 270 thousand in other non Arab countries.

In accordance with its future work plan, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics will
prepare statistics and indicators on the Palestinians in Diaspora. The Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics will publish all available data and information on this group in special
reports or as part of the statistical yearbook that will published regularly.
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