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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics�

 
Dissemination, Analysis, and Training Project for 

Effective Utilization of Census-1997 Findings  
Introduction: 
In 1997, the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
conducted the first Population, Housing and 
Establishment Census. It was the first census to be 
implemented by Palestinians to achieve Palestinian 
goals in accordance with scientific pillars and 
international recommendations in the field. The post 
enumeration study implemented in the eve of 1998 to 
test coverage confirmed the high precision of the census 
and the high response rate. 

• The census results received great attention from the 
PNA, which accumulated in a decision by the 
Palestinian cabinet on January 16th 1998 calling for: 

• Establishing a higher ministerial committee to define the 
needs of the ministries of statistical tables in order to 
create the optimal environment for the utilization of the 
census data. 

• Issuing a presidential decree that compels all institutions 
of the PNA to use the findings of the census in its 
different programs and to revise their programs based on 
these findings and statistics.  
In implementing this decree, PCBS organized a series of 
workshops in 1998 involving Palestinian ministries, 
universities, research centers and institutions, non-
governmental institutions, and media. Following is list 
of issues discussed in these workshops: 
• Users needs from the findings of the census. 
• Analysis priority issues. 
• Preferred dissemination techniques. 
• Training needs. 
These workshops accumulated in many recommendations 
stressing the need for developing a dissemination plan for 
the findings of the census involving various traditional 
and non-traditional techniques that suit all social groups.  
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Other recommendations called for conducting public�
awareness campaigns of the census data, in particular, and 
statistical data, in general. Likewise, the workshops 
recommended carrying out a series of thorough analytical 
studies of produced data along with implementing a 
training program for the technical staff in the public and 
private sectors to equip them with needed skills and 
methods of optimal utilization of the census data. 
Based on these recommendations, PCBS developed an 
integrated project document, to implement these 
recommendations. 
 
Project Objectives: 

 
The main objective of the project is to assist in 
developing planning activities at the various levels, 
taking into account the population considerations when 
developing programs and plans for the different sectors. 
This will contribute to improving living conditions of the 
population in the Palestinian Territory. This objective 
will be achieved by: 

• Enhance awareness among PNA institutions, private 
sector institutions, non-governmental organizations, and 
researchers of the importance of available statistical data 
and census findings, in general, as well as the possible 
uses of data and relations with the different socio  
economic conditions. 

• Adopt a comprehensive dissemination plan involving the 
various traditional and non-traditional techniques that 
meet the needs of different beneficiary groups. 

• Carry out a series of in-depth analytical studies based on 
census findings. 

• Enhance the capacities of PCBS and other Palestinian  
institutions, non  governmental institutions, and research 
centers in using statistical data in general and census 
findings, in particular. 

 
Project Implementation: 
 
• PCBS will lead the efforts aiming to implement the 

project. 
•  A national steering committee comprising drawing 

general policies for the project and its work  
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mechanisms, coupled with reviewing progress made and 
issuing appropriate directives. 
• The project will manage through a team comprised of a 

coordinator and assistants in research techniques, 
dissemination, training and computer. 

• Work groups involving the various governmental and 
non-governmental institutions, universities and research 
centers will be set up in order to carry out analytical 
studies and reports. 

 
Term of the Project: 
 
The project will be implemented throughout 4   
consecutive years, 2001 - 2004. 
 

Expected Outputs: 
 
Project outputs include bulletins and detailed analytical 
reports and studies along with competent technical teams 
trained on statistical data use. The outputs include as well 
workshops aiming at creating public awareness of the 
importance of statistical data in general and census data 
in particular.  
 
Funding Parties: 
 
This project is funded by the Palestinian National 
Authority (13.1% of the total budget), British 
Government through the Department for International 
Development (69.6%), and United Nations Population 
Fund (17.3%). 
 
Participation in Project Implementation: 
 
As one of the main outputs of this project is to develop a 
series of analytical studies for the census findings, equal 
participation opportunities are open to all competent 
individuals and institutions experienced in conducting 
analytical studies in the field of population and social 
studies. Participation in the project implementation will 
be organized through part-time contractual arrangements 
for each study or part of a study. 
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