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Preface

The population, housing and establishment census-1997 is considered
the corner stone in the efforts of developing a reliable up-to-date and
comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for
Effective Utilization of Census Findings to enhance awareness among
PNA, NGOs, and private sector of available statistical data in general,
and census findings in particular, as well as their potential uses and
inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training
and analysis of the census findings. This includes production of a
series of user-oriented reports at different levels of concern, including
analytical, in-depth analytical and executive summary report, of which
this report comes as one of these products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to the improvements in the
quality of life in the Palestinian society through strengthening the
development planning process at various levels.

January, 2002 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



Important Remarks

The detailed tables published in this report and addressing all
essential characteristics are related to the final result of
population actually enumerated in December 10™-24" 1997.
However, likewise, the results do not include the estimates of
not enumerated population based on the findings of the post
enumeration study.

Census concepts and methodology are available in part one
of census reports.

Calculation of percentages and rates excludes categories of
“not stated”.

The reference date of population is December 9/10 1997,
while the reference period of labor force indicators is the
week preceding the enumeration date.

All tables and figures are related to Nablus Governorate,
unless otherwise was stated.

The calculation of rates and percentages is the responsibility
of the researcher, and the ideas presented in the report
represent the researcher, and do not necessarily express
PCBS official position.



Executive Summary

Population

The final results of the enumeration of
population of the 1997 census indicated
that the number of the total population in
Nablus governorate on the census
reference date (December 9-10/1997)
amounted to 261,340 persons, of them
132,818 males and 128,522 females.
The final results of the population
enumeration indicated that the number of
the persons actually enumerated in the
reference date amounted to 251,392
persons, of them 127,788 males and
123,604 females.

The final results show that the sex ratio
reached 103.3 males per 100 females,
and the average population density in
mid 2000 is 460 persons per km2. The
results revealed that about 42.6% of the
population are under 15 years of age.

The median age upon the first marriage
was 24.0 years for male and 18.0 years
for females.

The final results show that the number of
ever born live children is 252,271, and
the sex ratio at birth is 107.4 per 100
females.

The results show that there is an increase
in the illiteracy rate among women
whose age upon the first marriage was
less than 15 years. The results indicated
a clear relationship between mother’s age
and the number of ever born live
children. There is a negative correlation
between the education level of ever-
married women 12 years and above and
number of live births.

Education

There is an increase in the percentage of
males (15 years and above) who had the
ability to read and write (93.9%)
compared to females (82.4%), and the
average of school attendance for males
six years and above is 38.1% compared
to 36.1% for females.

Social Indicators

About one fourth of the governorate’s
population are refugees, whereas 1.8%
are disabled. Moving disability reported
an increase compared to other types of
disability (34.0%), whereas seeing
disability reported 14.3% of total
disabilities in the governorate.

Household Characteristics

The total number of households in 1997
was 42,925 private households and ten
collective (institutional) household.

Housing density reached 1.8 persons per
room, whereas the average number of
rooms for the household amounted to
3.4. In addition, 9.8% of households are
headed by females.

Housing and Housing Conditions

More than one half of housing units were
in the form of apartment (58.2%), and
67.9% of the housing units were owned
by a household member.

The final results show that 76.4% from
the housing units were connected to
water public network, 97.7% connected
to electricity network and 50.3%
connected to the public network of
sewage system.

Labor Force
The percentage of economically active
population 15 years and above was



46.6%. About one fifth of the employed
and unemployed ever worked were
classified by occupation in the
elementary occupation, while one third
of them were crafts and related workers.

As far as economic activity is concerned,
it is noted that construction absorbed
about one fifth of employed and
unemployed ever worked persons,
whereas about one fourth were working
in services and other branches.

Buildings

The number of building amounted to
33,084, and 72.1% of total full-bodied
buildings were used for dwelling,
whereas about 11.1% used for housing
and work together.

Establishments

The total number of establishments that
was enumerated during the census period
was 13,934 and 79.3% from these
establishments are working. The final
results show that the economic
establishments in the private sector and
government companies employed 28,993
persons, of them 24,308 males and 4,685
females.



