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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

July, 2002 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



Summary

1. Prevalence of disability among Palestinian population:
- The rate of disabled Palestinians totals 1.8%, including 1.9% in the West Bank
and 1.6% in Gaza Strip.

- According to gender classification, 2.1% of disabled people are males and 1.4% of
them are females.

- More than half of the disabled persons reside in urban areas, while less than one
third of them reside in rural areas and 17% live in refugee camps.

2. Disabled persons by type of disability:
- About one third of disabled persons have moving disability. The rate rises in the
West Bank and among males (30.4% and 31.0% respectively).

- Moving disability is the highest and stands at (30.2%), including a high 30.4% for
the West Bank and 29.8% for Gaza Strip.

- Seeing disability is the second disability and stands at (14.6%); it rises in Gaza
Strip and among females.

- The rate of mental disability among the disabled is 14.5%. According to region-
based variations, Gaza Strip registered a higher rate of mental imparity than the
West Bank; however, there are no significant variations based on gender.

- Refugee camps registered the highest rate of moving and mental disabilities, while
visual imparity prevailed in rural areas.

3. Disabled persons by cause of disability:
- More than two thirds (or 70.9%) of disabilities are congenital and disease-related.

- 39.3% of disabilities in Gaza Strip are congenital. The corresponding figures for
females are 40.3%.

- 35.5% of disabilities in the West Bank are congenital, whereas 40.3% of the
disabilities in the Palestinian Territory are of the same nature.

- In the Palestinian Territory, 38.8% of disabilities among females and 30.9% of
disabilities among males are disease-related.

- The rate of disabilities resulting from wounds at armed clashes (i.e. the Intifada or
Palestinian uprising), work injuries, and traffic accidents is higher among males
than females (at an increase of 4.6%). Work related disabilities are 10 times
higher among males than females and disabilities caused by traffic accidents are
1.5 times higher among males than females.

- Disease related disabilities are the highest among persons aged 60 years and over
(63.3%), whereas congenital disabilities are the highest among persons under 15
years of age.



. Distribution of disabilities by type and cause:

Diseases are the main causes of seeing, hearing, and moving disabilities (46.7%,
44.2%, and 37.8% respectively).

54.6% of mental disabilities are congenital, while 25.8% of them are disease
related.

. Disabled persons by age:

More than one quarter of disabled Palestinians are under 15 years of age.

The rates of disabilities among males aged 15 years are higher than those among
females of the same age.

The rates of disabilities among females aged 60 years and over are higher than
males of the same age group (23.6% and 16.7 % respectively).

Moving disabilities constitute 25% of all disabilities among persons aged 15
years; such disabilities are mainly congenital.

. Social characteristics of disabled persons:

40.7% of disabled males and 53.3% of disabled females have never been married.
49.1% of disabled persons are literate, while the percentage of disabled persons
with secondary education and above is 8.9%.

25.6% of disabled persons are economically active, including 28.1% in the West
Bank and 20.8% in Gaza Strip.

. Rehabilitation services:

According to 2000 figures, there are 97 rehabilitation centers in the Palestinian
Territory, including 45 in the West Bank and 52 in Gaza Strip.

The Ministry of Health supervises 15.5% of the rehabilitation centers. Local
NGOs supervise 51.5%, international NGOs run 14.4% of the centers, and 16.5%
are run by the private sector.

. Prevalence of disability during the AL-Aqsa Intifada (Uprising):

The rate of disabilities among the Palestinian population has risen to 3.5% during
the Al Agsa Intifada (an increase of 66.6% compared with 1997).

The number of reported cases of Intifada related disabilities between September
29, 2000 and July 24, 2001 is 1396 of which 499 under 18 years of age.

186 of the Intifada related disabilities among those aged 18 years are terminal.
However, 33.6% of the disabilities of the Intifada in 2000 are severe, 36.9% are
moderate, and 29.5% are mild disabilities.

35.5% of the Intifada injuries, which caused disabilities, were in the legs, 19.7%
were in the arms, and 21.4% were in the head and neck.






