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Preface

The lack of adequate statistics on the situation of women and men in the Palestinian society
has been recognized as a critical deficiency in development planning. For this reason the
Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics has given the production of gender statistics a high
priority since its establishment in 1993.

Gender Statistics Program, which was established in 1996, works in close consultation with
the government, non-government and academic community to determine the kind of
indicators needed for gender analysis and the “user friendliness” of its output. The Program
has strengthened PCBS’s capacity to produce and disseminate gender statistics by ensuring
that all official surveys integrate differences between both sexes as a basic component, and
that data analysis and presentation reflect a concern for gender issues.

During 1999-2000, PCBS, conducted the fieldwork for the first Time Use Survey in
Palestine. The objective of the survey were to analyse the way in which the Palestinians
spend their time so as to provide greater understanding to policy-makers on the economic
and social well being of different groups. In particular, the survey provided new
information on the division of both paid and unpaid Labour among women and men, and
greater insight into less well- understood productive activities such as subsistence work,
casual work and work in the informal sector.

This analytical study attempts to provide a situation analysis of women and men based on
the findings of the Time Use Survey to reveal the way in which men and women spend their
time in housework, childcare and community activities, in order to examine the time use
difference for men and women in the Palestinian society.

The goal of compiling and disseminating of such data is to raise awareness among policy
makers, planners, NGOs, gender advocates and the public at large, about the importance of
Time Use data for the purposes of policy formulation, planning and lobbying. However, we
hope that this study will create interest among researchers and planners to conduct further
analysis and interpretation from available data.

June, 2002 Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D
President
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Chapter One
Introduction

Time use studies, which collect detailed information about how individuals “men and
women, the young, the mature and the elderly” spent their time on a daily and weekly basis,
have numerous applications, from understanding patterns of leisure and consumption to es
timating the size of the labor force in a specific country, to measuring the value of paid and
unpaid work. The ability of this methodology to provide reliable data that opens up broad
new concepts of work and economic activity and to measure in detail specific activities in
national populations and households has generated global interest from governments,
policymakers, and researchers.

The data from the Palestinian Time Use Survey, conducted for a full year from May 1999-
May 2000 is a rich source for understanding the labor contributions and economic activity
of Palestinian men, women and children, whether in the market or household economy. This
understanding is crucial to effective planning for Palestinian human and economic
development and for the well-being of Palestinian households ( men, women and children).
In particular, the data offers a window into the relation and size of the household and market
economy and into the relatively uninvestigated world and working of Palestinian households
and the roles and work responsibilities of women, men and children there in.

1.1 Measuring Unpaid Work: The Beijing Objective

In the wake of the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing, the Beijing
Platform for Action provided an international impetus to use time use studies to better
understanding the economic activity and work of women and men. The Platform’s strategic
objective H.3, which aimed “to generate and disseminate gender-disaggregated data and
information for planning and evaluation,” resolved in point (q) that national, regional and
international statistical services should;

1. Conduct regular time use studies to measure, in quantitative terms, unpaid work,
including recording those activities that are performed simultaneously with paid or other
unpaid activities.

2. Measure in quantitative terms, unpaid work that is outside national accounts and work to
assess and accurately reflect its value in satellite or other official accounts that are
separate from but consistent with core national accounts; (United Nations 2000: 177).

We will define below the key concepts in this mandate. It is important to note that the
objective is to measure both women and men’s unpaid work — in other words, to understand
how economies and societies organize paid and unpaid work, the organization of non-
market and market human productive activity and how is might be gendered in various
contexts.

1.2 Palestinian Context: Understanding and Building an Emerging National Economy
and The Role of Men, Women and Children Within It

Of particular interest in the context of Palestinian state-building and policy formulation are
the new concepts of work and economic activity emerging from time use studies and the
contributions of paid and unpaid work to national economies and development. In this
context, the Palestinian Time Use Survey (PCBS 1999/2000) is part of a global initiative to
develop a more comprehensive view of economic activity and work, whether paid or unpaid

11



work, and whether the activity takes place in the market or household economy.
Understanding the relationships between the market and household economies in Palestine is
particularly important given that highly restricted labor markets and the youthful structure of
the population means that, according to calculations based on the Population, Housing
Establishment Census 1997, only 37% of the population ten year and over is regularly or
irregularly engaged in market-related economic activity included in national accounts
(PCBS 1999). In addition, Palestinian households have acted as ‘“shock absorbers” in
periods when Israeli closure and siege cause massive unemployment: how the household
economy functions in these emergencies, and how burdens are distributed among men,
women and children, is also a subject of great interest.

Generally, poor people around the world are forced to substitute their time for money,
making goods and providing services instead of buying them, for example. Studies on the
effects of structural adjustment have shown that women face increased burdens of care when
public provisions are slashed (Sparr, pamela, ed. 1994). Other important information for
policymakers includes greater understanding of living standards, human capital investment
decisions (in education, for example), nutrition, gender, and age inequalities within
households and in the society as a whole, among others (Harvey and Taylor 2000: 249).

1.3 System of National Accounts (SNA): Measuring Only 50% of Work

The global initiative to re-examine concepts of work and economic activity begins with the
recognition that the system of national accounts, and the standard measures of Gross
National Product (GNP) and Gross Domestic Product (GDP) developed by the United
Nations in 1968 and still in use today, are both flawed and incomplete in their
measurements of national production. As one analyst noted: “GNP covers at best about 60
percent of all valuable production and labor market employment statistics cover less than 50
percent of all work performed each week (Ironmonger 1999: 11). As a result, initiatives to
develop what are called “satellite accounts,” began to measure productive activity not
covered in the standard national accounts.

1.4 Satellite National Accounts

In 1993, the United Nations recommended that the productive activities of households be
prepared as a set of “satellite” accounts, defined as “a set of statistical accounts of the
productive aspects of households or other aspects of a country, such as environmental
resources, that are separate from, but consistent with the main system of National
Accounts.” (Ironmonger 1999: 42) Most commonly, these satellite accounts examine
primary production activity for subsistence, where households produce primary products
such as fruits, vegetables, chickens, eggs or fish and other goods such as clothing or
household utensils for use on their own or other households without payment in cash or in
kind. Primary production not for establishments or other production of goods and services
not for establishments is thus included in satellite national accounts. However, while to
some extent extending the “production boundary” of the System of National Accounts to
include primary production without remuneration in cash or in kind as an economic activity,
that boundary still tends to exclude other forms of household productive activity.
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1.5 Extended SNA (Formerly Non-SNA) Productive Activities

The core work of the domestic economy, housework and care of children, the elderly and
the ill and disabled — is productive in several senses, as human labor produces “outputs” in
services and human capital, but has tended to be seen as non-economic. However, this view
has begun to change. Becker, for example, a founder of the New Home Economy, argues
that household goods “are not consumed for themselves... but are inputs into household
production, which when combined with time inputs creates the commodities that households
desire” (Horrell 1994: 199-200, Becker 1995). Since housework by family members and the
work of caring for other family members by is almost be definition not sold, several models
have been used to impute monetary value to these activities, which broadly can be
characterized as measuring either input or output (UN 2000: 135). Input models basically
calculate the value of the labor of each household activity if it was hired on the labor market
(the replacement cost or the opportunity cost). Using such models, a Japanese government
study found that “In 1996, the total assessed value of unpaid work in Japan amount to
around 76 trillion yen to 116 trillion yen accounting for about 15% to 23% of the GDP”
(Fukami 1999: 226). Women did about 89% of this unpaid work.

In output models, the outputs of produced by household unpaid work are valued at market
rates. Although the input model is more common, an output model would examine the
volume of the principal and secondary final outputs of household goods and services,
including “accommodation, meals, child and adult care, clothes care and personal transport”
(Ironmonger 1999: 25). Using Australian time use data, [ronmonger notes input and output
time for some of these activities: for example, 5,971 hours of input labor time are devoted
to accomodations (housework and maintenance) and 45,262 hours of output time are spent
utilizing these accommodations.

1.6 Questions of Value

Using hours instead of monetary value to measure output raises an important question of
whether market value is the best or only a way to measure these non-market activities and to
recognize their contribution to national economy, societies, and households. The value of
prolonging an elderly person’s life through attention and care, of nurturing and educating a
child, of providing a “home” (rather than only shelter) for youth to develop values, abilities
and life-skills is perhaps best recognized in a non-monetary language of value. However,
this recognition is in itself crucial, if policymakers and the public alike are to develop better
frameworks for understanding and valuing the work and contribution of all members of
society.

Of particular concern is recognizing unpaid work in the provision of social entitlements,
such as social security and old age support. Thus, whether we wish to calculate monetary
value or to measure these activities in other ways, the fundamental point is that they are
productive activities that contribute to society. Our “extended SNA activities are thus
“productive activity which are outside the production boundary as defined for national
accounts purposes. This covers unpaid reproductive work such as housework and caring for
others” (Bundlender 2000: 2). Some analysts have suggested that education also be
included in this definition, arguing that education is a productive activity producing human
capital, rather than an issue of consumption. While this is an interesting and valid point,
this study will not include education under extended SNA productive activities; as an initial
study of Palestinian time use, it is important to clearly focus on comparisons of paid and
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unpaid work, and of the organization of market and household economies and produce data
that has comparative value.

1.7 Working Definitions

It is useful to state the working definitions used in this analysis, as there are some
differences in terminology in national time use studies and in other analysis of activities that
fall outside the System of National Accounts. For this report, we will use the classification
of the Indian Time Use Study (Pandley 2000: 4).

1.7.1 SNA: System of National Accounts, including satellite accounts for primary
productive activities, that fall within the new production boundary of national accounts. In
our classification, these include work in establishments, primary production not in
establishments and service for income and other production of goods not in establishments.

1.7.2 Extended SNA: Productive activities in the household economy that were formerly
considered non-economic and still fall outside the new production boundary of national
accounts, including household maintenance, care of children and the elderly and community
service. In our classification,, these include household maintenance, management and
shopping for own household, care for children, the sick elderly and disabled for own
household, and community service and help to other households.

1.7.3 Non-SNA: Activities undertaken by an individual for his or her own personal
consumption or use, such as leisure activities, personal hygiene, personal consumption. We
will include education here, although recognizing its productive dimension. Thus, in our
classification, non-SNA activities include learning, social and cultural activities, mass media
use, and personal care and self-maintenance.

1.8 Measuring Market and Household Economies

While extended SNA activities like housework and childcare can be measured and even
valued in monetary terms, as noted above most economists and researchers do not suggest
that they be directly entered into systems of national accounts, but require a separate system
that may not be within the system’s boundaries. One researcher has proposed that a Gross
Household Product be calculated in addition to the Gross National Product, noting that:
“The starting point for the discussion should be that the household economy is an economy,
similar in magnitude to the market economy” (Ironmonger 1999: 36). Fundamental to this
understanding is that these two economies are not separate spheres, but are interwined and
influence each other; they are “two economies existing side by side, with constant exchange
between them (Hirway 1999: 2).

Without understanding this relationship and measuring work in the household economy,
the work of both men and women will be under-measured and undervalued, but particularly
the work of women. Indeed, gender discrimination in the labor market cannot be
understood without understanding divisions of labor and responsibilties in the household:
“Perhaps the major factor still influencing gender-based differentials in the labour market is
the division of labor within the household — the time spent on the unpaid work of cleaning,
caring for family members and preparing meals (United Nations 2000: 17).
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1.9 Problems and Limitations

Although the first international comparative time use study was conducted in 1965, time use
studies, particularly in the developing world, are in many ways in their infancy. Problems of
categorization, comparison and methodology abound and have affected the Palestinian time
use survey, as well as other surveys. In addition to technical difficulties, however, there is
the challenge of developing an approach to understanding what constitutes work in two
different environments: the market and the household. Are all the activities a paid
employee engages in from the beginning of his workday to the end productive activities and
thus we count eight hours of work? Or should we judge each activity during the workday of
our employee and discount his or her’s time-outs for personal hygiene, gossip, rest, or a
coffee-break? If so, what about a person working in his or her home — do we measure each
discrete activity or consider that periods between discrete activities can often constitute
planning, supervision or other work activities? The point is if we measure the employed
person one way and the house-worker another way, we will consistently under-estimate the
latter’s work.

1.10 The Palestinian Time Use Survey

The Palestinian Time Use Survey, conducted between May 8™ 1999 and May 7" 2000,
utilized household and individual questionnaire and a daily diary, divided into 15-minute
intervals during the day and 30-minute intervals after midnight and until 6:00 am. The diary
was based on a Norwegian model, modified to suit Palestinian condition. Respondents were
asked to identify their “primary activity” in each period only, a decision that may affect the
measurement of some household activities.

1.11 Multi-Tasking and Supervision: Under-Reporting of Domestic Labor and
Childcare?

Humans don’t always do only one activity at a time — a simple truth that poses problems for
reporting in time use surveys. The Beijing goals for time use survey recognize the
importance of “recording those activities that are performed simultaneously with paid or
other unpaid activities.” For technical reasons, The PCBS time use diary asked respondents
only to report their “primary activity” for each time interval and thus secondary activities
in that time interval were thus not reported. Our time-use study can thus not capture a
prominent feature of labor, particularly women’s labor, inside the home, which is “multi-
tasking,” where by several domestic chores are carried out simultaneously — for example, a
woman prepares food and holds a crying baby, and perhaps answers questions from an
older child about homework, all at the same time Indeed, multi-tasking is the modus
operandi in childcare for many women. As a South African statistician involved in a time-
use study contemporary to the Palestinian Time Use Survey, has observed:

“The time use literature repeatedly notes that looking after children is under-reported in
surveys. Where the instruments allow for primary and secondary activities, child care is
usually relegated to secondary position (Bundlender 2000: 7).

The importance of this observation is underlined by the results of the Australian Time Use
study, where minding children occurred 1400 times more often as a secondary activity than
a primary activity (Harvey and Royal 2000: 7). The South African time use study, as do
other surveys, such as the massive Indian Time use Survey , allowed the entry of up to three
activities in each time slot. Nonetheless, the South African researchers added a prompt

15



question asked at the end of the day’s time diary which read “Did you spend any time
during the day looking after children?” To which respondents could answer; “yes, and
these activities were all reported in the diary”, “yes and not all activities were reported” (in
which case the person was directed to go back to the diary and enter) and “no”.
Interestingly, about 19% of persons who did childcare had to return to their diary and record

new activities.

Further complicating assessments of time spent on childcare, is the problem of evaluating
“supervision” of children — sometimes a twenty-four hour a day activity with very young
children. In the Palestinian Time Use Survey, supervision is not considered an activity of
childcare. Thus, we must concur with the suspicion that “much child care activity —
especially when it involves supervision which occurs while the caregiver is doing something
else — is not reported at all” (Bundlender 2000: 7). Activities of planning and organization
may also be undervalued in relation to household maintenance and housework in general
when only discrete activities are measures, as noted above. In addition, household chores
may also be carried out simultaneously — cooking and cleaning, for example.

The experience of the South African Time Survey above, and the problems of definition in
childcare, suggest that childcare in our survey is under-reported, and this should be kept in
mind, both in evaluating childcare time in the national context, and in comparing with other
countries.
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Chapter Two
Market and Household Economies in Palestine: Paid and Unpaid Work

What is the size of men and women’s work in the market and household economies in
Palestine and in paid and unpaid work? Noting some of the limitations above, we can still
develop a much better understanding of this important question from our time use data, as
displayed in table 2.1. A first observation is that paid work for men and women together (4
hours and 39 minutes per day) is actually greater than unpaid work ( 60 minutes per day),
with the proportion perhaps greater than that found elsewhere, although most studies to date
have been in countries with highly developed market economies. “For example, time use
accounts in several developed countries, like Japan, Australia and some western European
countries reveal that unpaid work in households is frequently of the same magnitude as paid
work in the market” (Hirway 1999: 5).

Table 2.1: Average total work hours per day and hours in SNA and extended SNA
work (market and household economies), and paid and unpaid work by sex, for
population, 10 years and over in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Variables IITI/I ‘;} WI_(I):I;;II
Average work hours per day (market and household economies) 6:01 533
Average work hours per day (market and household economies) for Age 8:38 8:13
group 25-44
SNA (market) Versus Extended SNA (household)
SNA and satellite economic activities 5-:07 0:32
Extended SNA (formerly non-economic) activities 0:54 5:01
Paid Versus Unpaid Work
Paid work 4:18 0:21
Unpaid work 0:49 0:11

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statisttics, 2001. Time Use Survey Database. Ramallah — Palestine. (Unpublished data)
H: hours, M: minutes

SNA includes employment in establishments, primary production and services for income and other production of goods
not in establishments. Extended SNA includes household maintenance and management, care for children, the sick, elderly
and the disabled and community service.

In the table above, the activities of women and men are highly differentiated, both in terms
of SNA versus extended SNA activities, and in paid versus unpaid work, roughly
corresponding to different responsibilities and roles in market and households economies.
The correspondence may not be precise, as primary production activities, considered here as
SNA (market) activities may also be placed in the household economy as these activities
often take place there and are often used for household consumption. In addition, for the
reasons noted in the section on limitations above, housework and childcare may be under-
estimated but the general pattern emerges clearly from our data.

*  Only 10% of women’s work is within the SNA framework (market economy and
primary production ) and only 6% paid.

* 85% of men’s work is within the SNA framework (market economy and primary
production) but only 71% of work or SNA.

* Of SNA activities, 44.5% (49 minutes) are unpaid for men, and 11.5% (11
minutes) for women. This ratio is higher in the West Bank than Gaza.

17



2.1 Gender Gap in Palestine Sharper Than Global Pattern

This difference between the spheres of work for Palestinian men and women are sharper
than patterns observed globally: for example, UNDP’s 1995 Human Development Report
found that “three-fourths of men’s work is in paid market activities, compared with only
one-third of women’s work.” (UNDP 1995, inside cover), whereas our data shows that in
Palestine 71% of men’s work is in paid market activities, and only 6% of women’s work.

2.2 Male Pattern More Similar to Global Pattern Than Female, but High Travel Time
Contributes to Unpaid Work

Here what is particularly interesting is that Palestinian men’s proportion of paid work to
total work is more similar to the global average than Palestinian women’s, although it is still
slightly lower than the global average, due to a decided gap between the 85% male work
within the SNA framework and the 71% of work that is paid. This gap requires an
explanation. This may be partly be found in unpaid primary production activity, which
would certainly contribute to a higher rate of unpaid work in the more rural West Bank than
in Gaza as in found in this study. However, the large gap between paid and unpaid work
within the SNA framework may also be explained by rate the relatively high male unpaid
travel time associated with market-based work in establishments, whereby overall men 10
years and over spend 30 minutes per day and the 40.1% of men who engage in such travel to
work in establishments spend an average of 1 hour and 15 minutes per day (every day of the
week) on such travel (Table 2.2).

Table 2.2: Time spent on travel by men 10 years and over and men aged 30-39 years
by purpose of travel, average for all days of week in hours and minutes,

1999-2000
Time Spent on % Using Various Time Spent by
Travels Means of Transport Those Using

Purpose of Travel Travels

Total 30-39 Total 30-39 Total 30-39

H:M H:M H:M H:M
To/From Work or Seeking |  0:30 0:51 40.1 61.8 1:15 1:23
Employment
To  Primary  Production |  0:04 0:05 5.5 5.2 1:12 1:42
Activities
To Services for Income 0:07 0:10 8.1 10.3 1:26 1:35
For Household 0:08 0:09 23.2 25.9 0:35 0:37
Maintenance/Shopping
For Care of Children and |  0:01 0:02 2.0 4.4 0:50 0:40
Elderly
For Community Service 0:01 0:01 3.2 3.6 0:31 0:35

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M: minutes

For men of prime working age, such as age 30-39, the average is 51 minutes every day and
the 61.8% of men of this age, for example, who actually engage in such travel, the average
is 1 hour and 23 minutes per day. It is quite likely that travel time is driven up by the long
travel time for workers in Israel. Aside from increasing the ratio of unpaid to paid work for
men, the addition of lengthy travel times to male work days will also inevitably contribute to
low rates of participation in housework and childcare activities. The figures in Table 3.2
represent travel times prior to the current severe restrictions in Palestinian mobility imposed
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by the Israeli siege during the Al Aqgsa Palestinian intifada but remind us that political
conditions and economic dependency and colonialism directly affect the organization of
work and the gendered divisions of labor that are our subject.

These political and economic conditions are pertinent when we review the very low
percentage of Palestinian women’s work within the SNA/market framework, and the even
lower percentage that is paid is unusual even in comparison with other countries in the
region, or elsewhere in the developing world. While it is true that Western Asia and
Northern Africa have the lowest rates of female labor force participation , in general, “the
percent of labor force that is female has increased, from 23% for Western Asia in 1980 to
27% in 1997” (UN2000: 110). While some of the reasons lie in the highly restricted and
gendered labor markets discussed in the analysis of labor by Hadil Qazaaz, an
accompanying reason may well be an especially high burden of work and care in the home,
given exceptionally high fertility rates (and thus large family size, particularly in Gaza), the
lack of public provisions to support childcare and the care of the elderly, and the function of
households as “shock absorbers” noted above. The long average working days of both
women and men lend credence to this picture.

e Both men and women of prime working age (25-44) work an average of over eight
hours aday, everyday of the week.

The long working day of both men and women of prime working age is an important finding
with a number of policy implications, particularly if we assume that poor men and women
may well put in longer hours than their more well-off counterparts. Programs to assist poor
women through credit for income-generation, for example, must take into account that the
“target” group may already be working every day for long hours. As one analyst warns,
“the objective of increasing employment for poor women, in the context of the long working
days of poor women, or what has been termed “time famine,” can produce perverse effects
on their well-being” (Jackson and Palmer-Jones 1998: 2). As women have no more hours
and so must intensify their work. Here the third element is clearly public provisions or
policies that address the needs for support for care and domestic labor.

2.3 Can We Compare With Other Countries?

Compilers of national statistics tend to warn of the dangers of comparisons given variances
in methodologies. The age range of the population under study is one obvious problem in
aggregate statistics — while our population is ten and over, the statistics for OECD countries
below are for 15 and over — which means that these countries would register higher
aggregate hours for both market-based and household work. Definitions of what to include
in SNA and non-SNA or extended SNA work are also not standard: the suggestion to
include education as a productive (extended SNA) activity is one example, but also some
countries do not include voluntary work in extended SNA activities.
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Table 2.3: Work in household and market economies by sex and country, in average
hours and minutes per day, 1999

Household Market
Extended or Non-SNA SNA
Countries Unpaid Paid

Men Women Men Women

H:M H:M H:M H:M
Mean for 12 OECD 2:27 4:45 4:28 2:28
countries
Denmark 1:37 3:10 6:00 4:17
Britain 2:12 4:17 4:40 2:34
Italy 1:22 6:05 4:41 1:45

Calculated from Ironmonger 1999, Table 2, 17. Age range for most of the twelve countries is 15 and over.
Britain and Italy 15 and over, Denmark 16-74.
H: hours, M: minutes

In Italy, the country of highest household work and lowest market-based work for women,
men have only average market participation, but work less in the household. In Denmark,
the country of least household work for women and men and most market work for both
women and men. Here, two general points are important:

* Lesser male participation in housework does not necessarily mean more male labor
force participation (Italy).

* Both men and women may work less in the household and more in the market
economy when public provisions for childcare and family support are present
(Denmark)

» Comparing with Palestine, we can see that, even with the differences in population
under study (Palestinian population of 10 years and over versus OECD populations
usually of 15 years or over):

* Palestinian women spend more hours in work in the household economy than any
OECD country except Italy; Palestinian men spend more hours in market-based
work than any OECD country except Denmark.

e The division of market and household work is much sharper between Palestinian
men and women than between men and women in the OECD countries. In general,
OECD country data follows a pattern generally observed whereby: “On average, the
time that men devote to unpaid family responsibilities is half that of time spent by
women” (Bittman 1999: 28) In Palestine, the time men devote to unpaid work
altogether (not just household responsibilities) is one third that of the time spent
by women.
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Chapter Three

Inside the Household: Patterns of Work and Divisions of Labor

In our population over 10 years, women and men are sharply differentiated in the proportion
who engage in household management and housework and in childcare and care of other
household members; a large gender gap also exists in the time spent on these activities by

those who undertake them.

Table 3.1: Percentage of individuals 10 years and over performing activities and
average time spent in performing activities in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Percentage of individuals

Average time spent by those

Other Households

Activities performing activity performing activity
Men Women Both

Men Women Both H:M H:M H:M

Household Management, 39.8 90.9 65.2 1:20 4:07 3:16

Housework, Household-

Related Shopping

Childcare and Care of 20.7 50.3 35.4 0:59 212 1:51

Elderly, Disabled and Infirm

in Household

Community Service/Aid to 7.2 10.4 8.8 2:13 1:35 1:51

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.

Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M: minutes

Only 40% of Palestinian men 10 years and over spend time on household management
and housework, while 91% of Palestinian femen do; only 21% of Palestinian men
spend time on childcare and care of the elderly and disabled while 50% of Palestinian
women do.

Of those women and men participating in housework and care, women spend over
three times as much time on housework and over two times as much time on childcare
and care of the elderly. If women and men participate in both activities at average
rates, women would spend 6 hours and 19 minutes on housework and childcare per
day, and men only 2 hours and 19 minutes.

More Palestinian women than men spent time on community service and aid to other

households but the average amount of time spent by women who do community
service is less than the amount spend by men who do community service.
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3.1 How Does Age Affect Participation in the Household Economy and Divisions of
Labor Within it?

Participation in houswork, childcare and related activities is conditioned by men and
women’s position in the lifecycle but in different ways for men and women.

Table 3.2: Average daily time spent for women by age groups, in hours and minutes.

1999-2000
Average Daily Time Spent on Various Activities
Activities Age grou

10-14 15-19 | 20-29 | 30-39 | 40-45 50+ Total

H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M
Household Management, 1:39 2:40 4:43 5:22 5:14 3:.07 3:44
Housework, Household-
Related Shopping
Childcare and Care of 0:15 0:34 2:10 2:01 0:47 0:13 1:07
Elderly, Disabled and Infirm
in Household
Community Service/Aid to 0:07 0:09 0:13 0:09 0:14 0:08 0:10
Other Households

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.

H: hours, M:minutes

Table 3.3: Average daily time spent for men by Age Groups, in hours and minutes.

1999-2000
Average Daily Time Spent on Various Activities
Activities Age grou

10-14 15-19 | 20-29 | 30-39 | 40-49 50+ Total

H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M
Household Management, 0:32 0:29 0:27 0:33 0:36 0:40 0:32
Housework, Household-
Related Shopping
Childcare and Care of 0:05  0:02 0:14 025 0223  0:08 0:12
Elderly, Disabled and Infirm
in Household
Community Service/Aid to 0:07 0:13 0:10 0:09 0:08 0:09 0:10
Other Households

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.

H: hours, M:minutes

3.2 Participation of Male and Female Children and Youth
* In the youngest age group, girls of aged 10-14 years spent one hour and 39 minutes per day
every day on housework, while boys of this age spent about half an hour. Girls thus spent
about three times as much time on these activities as boys.

* As girls move into later adolescence, they make a much greater contribution to
housework than their male counterparts: while male participation declines from ages 10-
14 years to 15-19 years, women participation rises sharply, with housework increasingly
by almost an hour per day and childcare time doubling. It should be noted that 15 is the
legal age of marriage for girls and that boys 15 years old and over begin to join the labor
market in substantial numbers.
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Grouping the 10-17 age group together as in Table 3.4, shows that 83% of females aged
10-17 contribute to housework and 25% contribute to childcare, but only 45% of men in the
same age group contribute to household and only 9% contribute to childcare. Of those
participating, girls spend one hour and fifty minutes per day on housework and boys only
thirtey two minutes. Girls spend 15 minutes on childcare and men boys four minutes.
(Table 3.5)

Reviewing other data for the age group 10-17 years, we note that a considerable 16% of
young men are participating in employment in establishments, 10% in primary production,
and 6% in services for incomes, while females in this age group are only 1% in
establishments, 2% in primary production and 1% in services for income. The greater
participation of boys in the market economy and primary production may partly account for
lesser participation in the household, but the gap between boys and girls in household chores
and childcare is wider and requires other explanations as well that are rooted in gender roles
and responsibilities. However, it is also important to note that almost half of all boys in this
age group (45%) do participate in some form of housework or errands (like shopping), so
gender roles allow for male participation but may condition its form.

Table 3.4: Percentage who perform activities by age group. 1999-2000

Age group
Activities 10-17 18-24 25-44 45+
Women | Men | Women | Men | Women | Men | Women | Men
Household 831 448 955 286 974 381 870 458
Management,

Housework, etc.
Childcare and Care of | 252 86 659 98 788 366 223 162
Elderly, Disabled and
Infirm

Community 7.8 6.5 13.6 7.9 10.6 6.1 11.1 6.3
Service/Aid to Other
Households

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.

3.3 Rates of Participation

* Men’s rate of participation in housework is higher at younger and older stages in their
life cycle, with 45% of men in the age group 10-17 years and 46% in ages 45 years
and over participating in housework compared to a low of 28% in age group 18-24
years and a relatively low 38% in age group 25-44 years. Participation thus drops
most dramatically in young adulthood, either for reasons of study or work and in the
middle years when their participation in the market economy is highest.

e The highest male rate of participation in childcare and care of the elderly is in the
25-44 age group, with 37% participating, compared to only 10% of 18-24 year olds,
and 16% of men 45 years and over.

*  Women have an opposite and less marked pattern in rates of participation housework
with high levels of housework at all stages but slightly lower in younger and older
cycle. Childcare is similar to men in the sense that it is concentrated in the 25-44 age

group.
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3.4 Adult Women’s Participation in Domestic Responsibilities: A Full Working Day

* In ages 30-39 years, Women participation in housework about sixteen times as greater
than men while men employment in establishments is about thirteen times greater than
women in this age group. Women in this age group put in about a 50 hour work week
in housework and childcare.

*  Women performing these activities in the larger 25-44 age group (Table 3.5) have
almost an eight hour day every day (56 hour work week) in housework and childcare
alone. Whereas for men performing these activities it is less than one hour per day.
Given that housework is performed by over 95% of women in the two middle-aged
groups and childcare by over 80% of women in these ages, which are also the critical
years for market-related labor force participation, we see that many women may
literally have no time for market-related activities in the present conditions.

Table 3.5: Time spent on various activities, per day by age group, in hours and
minutes. 1999-2000

Age group
Activities 10-17 18-24 25-44 45+
Women Men Women Men Women Men Women | Men
H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M
Household 1:50 0:32 4:06 0:22 2:03 0:22 0:15  0:12
Management,

Housework, etc.
Childcare and Care of | 0:15  0.04  1:37 005 203 022 015 0:12
Elderly, Disabled and
Infirm
Community 0:07 009 014  0:13  0:11 0:10  0:08 0:08
Service/Aid to Other
Households

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M: minutes
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3.5 Does Labor Force Participation Reduce Housework and Childcare for Women?

Table 3.6: Time spent on variouse activities for men and women population 10 years
and over by labor force participation, in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Activities Time Spent on Various Activities

In Labour Force Outside Labour Force Total
Women H:M H:M H:M
Household Management, 3:07 3:48 3:44
Housework, Household-Related
Shopping
Childcare and Care of Elderly, 0:43 1:09 1:07
Disabled and Infirm in
Household
Community Service/ Aid to 0:09 0:10 0:09
other Households
Men
Household Management, 0:30 0:35 0:32
Housework, Household-Related
Shopping
Childcare and Care of Elderly, 0:16 0:11 0.10
Disabled and Infirm in
Household
Community Service/ Aid to 0:09 0:11 0:10
other Households

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M: minutes

*  Female participation in the labor force does reduce time spent on housework to
some extent and time spent on childcare substantially, with women in the labor
force spending only 88% of the time that women not in the labor force spend on
housework and only 39% of the time that women not in the labor force spend on
childcare. However, the lesser participation of women in the workforce in childcare
is almost certainly conditioned by age and marital status, as young unmarried women
are disproportionately present in the formal labor force in Palestine.

e Men outside the labor force average only 5 minutes more housework per week
than men in the labor force, showing that increased leisure or domestic time for men
does not necessarily lead to more involvement in household tasks. The slight increase
in childcare by men in the labor force over men not in the labor force is almost
certainly due to the fact that men not in the labor force are more likely to be elderly or
students, and thus more likely not to have resident children who need care.

e  Women in the labor force still spend another four hours on domestic labor, while
men in the labor force spend less than an hour. Men in the labor force spend
slightly more time on childcare than men outside the labor force (at 16 minutes versus
11 minutes per day), corresponding to our finding that men aged (25-44) years of
greatest labor force participation, do the most childcare.

J Both men and women outside the labor force do slightly more community
service.
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3.6 How Are Tasks Divided in Housework and Care? How Sex-Segregated Are
These Tasks?

Table 3.7: Average time spent, percent performing, and average time of those
performing various detailed tasks for men and women 12 years and Over, in hours and
minutes 1999-2000

Average Time % Performing Average Time by
Activities Those Performing
Women Men Women Men Women Men
H:M H:M H:M H:M

Household Maintenance, 3:44 0:32 90.9 39.8 4:07 1:20
Management
Cooking, Making 1:27 0:03 78.2 9.0 1:50 0:35
Drinks, Setting Table
and Serving
Cleaning and Upkeep of 1:35 0:04 84.3 8.0 1:53 0:47
Dwelling and
Surrounding
Care of Textiles, 0:28 0:00 37.4 1.3 1:14 0:34
(Laundry and Ironing)
Shopping for Good and 0:07 0:11 14.7 24.8 0:45 0:42
Non-personal Services
Household Management 0:01 0:03 3.5 6.1 0:31 0:55
and Do it Yourself
Improvements and
Maintenance
Pet Care 0:01 0:01 2.6 2.3 0:45 0:48
Travel Related to 0:05 0.08 134 23.3 0:36 0:36
Household Maintenance,
Shopping
Not Elsewhere 0:02 0:02 7.1 1.7 0:30 1:09
Classified
Care for Children, 1:07 0:12 50.3 20.8 2:12 0:59
Sick, Disabled, Elderly
Physical Care of 0:40 0:01 405 2.2 1:40 0:35
Children
Teaching, Training of 0:22 0:08 30.5 18.1 1:09 0:50
Children
Physical Care of Sick, 0:02 0:01 3.9 1.1 0:54 1:22
Disabled, Elderly
Accompanying and 0:02 0:01 3.2 1.2 0:54 0:52
Supervising Children,
Sick, Disabled, Elderly
Travel Related to Care 0:01 0:01 3.8 2.0 0:37 0:46
of Children, Sick,
Disabled, Elderly
Community Service 0:10 0:10 10.4 7.2 1:35 2:13
Volunteer Work and 0:08 0:09 10:2 8:5 1:29 2:02
Informal Help to
Neighbors
Travel Related to 0:01 0:02 2.4 3.2 0:34 0:41
Community Services

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M:minutes
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3.6.1 Divisions of Labor in Tasks of Household Maintenance and Management

Under 10% of men participate in the major and most time-consuming domestic chores
of cleaning and cooking, while well over three-quarters of women do. Men participate
to a greater degree in shopping for household goods and travel related to household
management and shopping, with about one-quarter of men participating in these
activities. In other words, men participate more in tasks for the household that are
related to the public sphere outside the household.'

With 90% of women overall participating in housework in some form, rates are
particularly high in cleaning at 84% and cooking at 78%. Rates are relatively low in
shopping for household goods at only 15% and travel related to household management
and shopping at only 13%. In other words, women participate less in tasks that are
related to the public sphere outside the household.

Tasks of home repair and improvement are undertaken by only 4% of women and 6% of
men but participating men spend twice as much time on these tasks, at 1 hour and 9
minutes versus women’s thirty minutes.

Laundry and ironing (care of textiles) are the tasks the least performed by men, at only
1%, while 37% of women engage in this task.

3.6.2 Divisions of Labor in Tasks in Childcare and Care of the Elderly and Disabled

With 50% of women and only 21% of men participating in childcare, those men that do
participate spent less than half the time of women — at 59 minutes a day as opposed to
two hours and twelve minutes for women.

Men participate much less in the physical care of children and relatively more in
education and training of children. Only a low of 2% of men participate in the physical
care of children, as opposed to 41% of women, while 18% of men participate in the
education and training of children, and 31% of women.

Even the 2% of men who participate in the physical care of children spent only a
third of the time of participating women. This indicates that men spend very little
time caring for babies and toddlers at a crucial time in the developmental cycle of very
young children.

The gender gap is slightly less in physical care of the sick, disabled and elderly with 4%
of women and 1% of men participating in this task, and participating men spending
longer (at 1 hour and 22 minutes) that participating women (at 54 minutes). However,
more women than men accompany and supervise children and the elderly (in visits to
the doctor or elsewhere) at 3% participating as opposed to 1% men.

'This observation was also made by Rema Hammami in analyzing data on household division of labor form a

community-based household survey undertaken by the Institute of Womem’s Studies (Giacaman and Johnson,
ed. 2001)
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3.6.3 Divisions of Labor in Community Service and Assistance to Other Households

Community service has less observable differences in tasks, since there is not a detailed
classification, but men tend to spend more time on travel-related assistance than
women. As noted above, women participate to a slightly greater extend in community
service (at 10% women as opposed to 7% men) but participating men spend
considerably more time.

It is interesting that the time spent on community service by those who perform this task

is quite high — at two hours and thirteen minutes per day for men and one hour and
thirty-five minutes for women.
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Chapter Four

Effect of Household Appliances and Differences Between the West Bank
and Gaza

4.1 Do Appliances Reduce Housework and Childcare Time?

Do household appliances, and thus advances in domestic technology, reduce time spent on
housework and childcare? In the wake of World War II and the advent and spread of new
technologies, a substantial reduction in housework was certainly predicted by advertisers
and social scientists alike, who predicted modern appliances, new domestic products and
prepared foods, particularly frozen foods would free women in the industrialized West from
much of the drudgery of housework. There is more than a grain of truth in this argument,
although ever greater consumption (for example, the latest model of refrigerator) does not
necessarily reduce domestic workloads. However, at a basic level, electricity, refrigeration
and in-door plumbing, for example, clearly reduce some of the most burdensome and time-
consuming domestic tasks.

And it is not just a question of time: the intensity of work — the physical energy needed to
carry it out, is reduced when water does not have to be carried, wood chopped for fuel, and
basic sanitation is available to households. But this is not the case for many women and
families in the developing world. In the year 2000, over half of the population of all
developing countries (56%) did not have access to sanitation and 28% did not have access to
safe water: in the Arab states, almost a quarter (23%) of the population did not have access
to sanitation (and 17% did not have access to safe water) (UNDP 2000: 171).

In Palestine, according to 1997 census, only 2.9% of all households in the West Bank and
Gaza (11,909 households) did not have electricity and only 4.1% (16,827 households) had
no piped water, whether from private or public systems (PCBS 1999, Tables 3 and 5).
However, for households in some communities, particularly remote villages, water and
electricity are not continuous or sufficient, posing obvious problems for domestic work.
Thus, when considering the effect of household appliances on time spent in housework,
basic problems of infrastructure still need to be taken into account.

Global research also suggests that domestic technology may create new tasks and new
expectations, so do not always mean that the absolute time spent on housework (and
childcare) is always or substantially reduced with the introduction of new domestic
technologies. These technologies may reduce some tasks but lead to new expectations and
new organization for other chores and caring work in the household. One pattern observed
is that the reduction in physical work in the home leads to an increase in time spent on the
care of children: “As domestic technology has reduced the time that needs to be spent on
physical tasks in the home, and time spent on routine domestic work has declined, childcare
has become a more visible and significant part of the domestic labor process. Household
technology alters the way physical tasks are performed” (Gardiner 2000: 66). Even when
time is reduced — for example, in buying prepared food, rather than home production — there
seems to be a limit. In one contemporary researcher’s summation, “substitution between
market and home-produced goods and the time-saving characteristics of domestic
technology have been argued to be limited” (Horrell 1994: 199).

In examining the time spent on various activities by married women 15-65 years in our
surveyed households by whether or not they possess household appliances like a
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refrigerator, washing machine, microwave or boiler (Table 4.1), present some results that at
first sight seem puzzling:

The possession of a washing machine (and other appliances) slightly lowers time
spent in care of textiles (laundry and ironing) from 42 minutes per week for those
without a washing machine to 39 minutes for those with a washing machine.

However, the possession of a refrigerator does not affect time spent on cooking and
meal preparation or on time spent in shopping, while women who possess a
microwave actually spend slightly more time in cooking and meal preparation, at 2 hours
and nine minutes per day than women without this modern convenience at 2 hours and
five minutes per day. Women who possess a washing machine or boiler also spend more
time in cooking and meal preparation.

Women who possess any of the four appliances spend more time in cleaning and
upkeep of their dwelling than women who do not have these appliances. For
example, women with washing machine and boilers spend 15% more time on cleaning
and upkeep than women without these appliances.

Women who possess refrigerators or microwaves spend less time on child care and care
of the elderly than women who do not have these appliances, but women who have
washing machines or boilers spend more time on child care.

Table 4.1: Time spent on various activities by possession of household Appliances, for
married women aged 15-65 years, average for all days in hours and minutes.

1999-2000
possession of household appliances
Activities Refrigerator X/Iv:zlﬁigg Boiler Microwave
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M
Cooking, Making Drinks, 2:05 2:05 2:06 1:57 2:06 1:57 2:09 2:05
Setting Table and Serving
Cleaning and Upkeep of 2:01 1:50 2:02 1:44 2:02 144 2117 1:59

Dwelling and Surrounding

Care of Textiles, (Laundry 0:39 0:47 0:39 042 039 042 024 040
and Ironing)

Shopping for Good and 0:08 0:08 0:09 0:05 0:09 0:05 0:10 0:08
Non-personal Services

Care of Children, Elderly, 1:51 2:06 154 1:35 154 1:35 1:32 1:53
Disabled

Community Service 0:13 0:09 0:12 0:15 0:10 0:13 0:12 0:13
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statisttics, 2001. Time Use Survey Database. Ramallah — Palestine.

(Unpublished data)
H: hours, M: minutes

A similar pattern is observed with appliances that are not directly related to domestic labor,
but rather signal wealth (a private car) or patterns of leisure and consumption (satellite dish).
(Table 4.2). In households that possess these appliances, femen spend significantly more
time on cleaning and upkeep, slightly more time on cooking and preparing times, and
slightly less time in child care. We can therefore conclude:
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e The Possession of Both Household Appliances or Other Appliances Generally
Seems to Increase the Time Women Spend on Cleaning and Upkeep of Their
Dwellings.

Table 4.2: Time spent on various activities by possession of select appliances, for
married women aged 15-65 years, average for all days in hours and minutes.

1999-2000
possession of select appliances
Activities Private Car Satellite Dish
Yes No Yes No
H:M H:M H:M H:M
Cooking, Making Drinks, Setting Table and 2:08 2:04 2:06 2:04
Serving
Cleaning and Upkeep of Dwelling and Surrounding 2:12 1:56 2:08 1:55
Care of Textiles, (Laundry and Ironing) 0:39 0:40 0:37 0:41
Shopping for Good and Non-personal Services 0:10 0:08 0:09 0:08
Care of Children, Elderly, Disabled 1:48 1:53 1:51 1:53
Community Service 0:15 0:12 0:10 0:14
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statisttics, 2001. Time Use Survey Database. Ramallah — Palestine. (Unpublished
data)

H: hours, M: minutes

The same patterns are not observable for men. Male time spent on both domestic chores
and on child care does not signficantly vary in the presence or absence of household
appliances or in other appliances (Table 4.3)

Table 4.3: Time spent on various activities by possession of select appliances, for
married men aged 15-65 years, average for all days in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Private Car Satellite Dish
Activities Yes No Yes No
H:M H:M H:M H:M
Cooking, Making Drinks, Setting Table and 0:04 0:03 0:03 0:03
Serving
Cleaning and Upkeep of Dwelling and Surrounding 0:03 0:03 0:03 0:03
Care of Textiles, (Laundry and Ironing) 0:00 0:00 0:00 0:00
Shopping for Good and Non-personal Services 0:13 0:12 0:10 0:14
Care of Children, Elderly, Disabled 0:22 0:21 0:22 0:20
Community Service 0:09 0:10 0:09 0:10
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statisttics, 2001. Time Use Survey Database. Ramallah — Palestine. (Unpublished
data)

H: hours, M: minutes

How do we explain these findings, particularly the increase in time spent by women on
cleaning and upkeep when households possess appliances or other appliances? First, our
investigation here is preliminary. More multi-variable investigation is needed to determine
whether higher levels of appliances are found in certain types of households in composition,
size, headship, location, labor market participation or educational level, among others that
might correlate with increased housework. Second, possession of household appliances in
our households as in the national population is either widespread, with 89.6% of our
households possessing refrigerators and 84.4% washing machines type of washing mashine
automatic, semi- automatic macine or.... quite confined, with only 4.9% possessing a
microwave. Thus, those households who do not have a refrigerator (only 10.1% of all
households) are atypical and may share features — vulnerability, elderly heads and spouses,
location, job-sharing among more than one female — that reduce overall time spent on
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cleaning. Households with microwaves are equally atypical, and the purchase of a
microwave, as well as indicating wealth and consumption patterns, may also indicate
households where cooking and meal preparation have a central role.

However, our data does suggest that household tasks are not simply conditioned by
necessity but by social organization and expectations, as well as by the composition of the
household itself. The fact that cleaning and upkeep is the area where more time is spent by
women who possess appliances does indicate higher expectations and standards that women
may feel obliged to meet.

4.2 Are There Differences on Spending Time in Housework and Childcare Between
The West Bank and Gaza Strip?

The differences in how men and women in the West Bank and in Gaza Strip spend time in
housework and childcare are slight, but of interest. Indeed, given substantially larger
families (and more children) in Gaza and substantial lower female labor force participation,
the fact that differences are not pronounced is in itself interesting. Here, one suspects that
Gazan women in particular must organize chores and care somewhat differently in order to
accomplish all their tasks each day.

Table 4.4: Time spent on housework and childcare for women in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip 10 years and over, average for all days in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Average Time % Performing ?;;zzzglfeg::‘fnsiggglgzl
R West Gaza Gaza
Activities Bank Women West Gaza West Bank Women
Bank Women
Women Women Women H:M
H:M H:M H:M

Household Maintenance, 3:45 3:43 90.2 92.3 4:10 4:02
Management
Cooking, Making Drinks, 1:25 1:27 78.3 78.1 1:49 1:51
Setting Table and Serving
Cleaning and Upkeep of 1:39 1:29 83.6 85.7 1:58 1:44
Dwelling and Surrounding
Care of Textiles, (Laundry and 0:28 0:28 36.2 39.7 1:17 1:11
Ironing)
Shopping for Good and Non- 0:06 0:06 12.9 18.0 0:47 0:43
personal Services
Household Management, DIY, 0:01 0:03 29 4.6 0:35 0:25
and Maintenance
Pet Care 0:01 0:01 21 3.7 0:49 0:40
Travel Related to Household 0:04 0:06 121 16.0 0:35 0:36
Maintenance, Shopping
Other 0:01 0:03 4.9 11.2 0:30 0:31
Care for Children, Sick, 1:04 1:12 4904 51.8 2:08 2:19
Disabled, Elderly
Physical Care of Children 0:38 0:45 39.8 41.8 1:35 1:48
Teaching, Training of Children 0:20 0:23 29.3 32.8 1:09 1:07
Physical Care of Sick, 0:02 0:02 4.0 3.7 0:47 1:.07
Disabled, Elderly
Accompanying and Supervising 0:02 0:01 3.4 2.7 0:56 0:51
Children, Sick, Disabled,
Elderly
Travel Related to Care 0:02 0:01 4.2 3.1 0:37 0:38
Community Service 0:10 0:09 10.1 11.1 1:44 1:21

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.
H: hours, M: minutes
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Observable differences in time use on housework and childcare between Gazan and West
Bank women include:

Cleaning is the housework task with the most significant time difference, with West Bank
women spending more time than Gazan women in cleaning and upkeep of their
dwellings. West Bank women engaged in cleaning and upkeep spend an average of
twenty more minutes per day (1 hour and 58 minutes) than Gazan women (1 hour and 44
minutes)

A higher percentage of Gazan women, at 18%, engaged in shopping than do West Bank
women at 12.9% and more Gazan women travel for shopping and other tasks. Thus,
almost one-fifth of Gazan women over 10 engage in this domestic task that takes place in
the public sphere.

On average, Gazan women spend slightly more time in child-care, spending an average of
1 hours and 12 minutes per day, while West Bank women over ten spend one hour and 4
minutes. Slightly more Gazan women perform childcare and the time spent by those
performing it is higher, at two hours and 19 minutes per day as opposed to the West
Bank’s two hours and eight minutes. However, this difference is not great, given the
sharper gap in family size and fertility between the West Bank and Gaza. More
investigation is clearly needed. Patterns of family assistance could lower Gazan women’s
childcare time, although as we see below male assistance in childcare in Gaza is not
much different than in the West Bank. One hypothesis is that additional children, at
least in large families does not always greatly increase the time of care for mothers, as
older children care for the younger and maternal responsibilities are necessarily limited
by already existing time pressures. The time gap between West Banka nd Gazan women
is greater in the physical care of children than in their teaching and training.

Although the proportion of West Bank and Gazan women engaged in care of the sick,
disabled or elderly is quite similar, the time spent on care by those performing them is
different: West Bank women engaged in such care spent an average of 47 minutes per
day, while Gazan women spent 1 hour and seven minutes per day. As we will see below,
this gap is even sharper for men.
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Table 4.5: Time spent on housework and childcare for men in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip 10 years and over, average for all days in hours and minutes. 1999-2000

Average Time Spent
Average Time % Performing by Those Performing
them
Activities West Gaza West Gaza West Gaza
Bank Men Bank Men Bank Men
Men Men Men
H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M H:M
Household Maintenance, 0:30 0:35 37.1 44.8 1:22 1:18
Management
Care for Children, Sick, 0:13 0:11 21.0 20.2 1:03 0:52
Disabled, Elderly
Physical Care of 0:01 0:01 2.2 2.1 0:34 0:37
Children
Teaching, Training of 0:09 0:07 18.5 17.3 0:53 0:44
Children
Physical Care of Sick, 0:01 0:01 1.5 0.5 1:14 2:03
Disabled, Elderly
Accompanying and 0:01 0:01 1.0 1.6 0:56 0:46
Supervising Children,
Sick, Disabled, Elderly
Travel Related to Care 0:01 0:01 2.2 1.7 0:37 0:39
of Children, Sick,
Disabled, Elderly
Community Service 0:09 0:09 6.1 9.2 2:30 1:53

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Time Use in the Palestinian Territory 1999/2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah — Palestine.

H: hours, M: minutes

More Gazan men over 10 (44.8%) engaged in housework than their counterparts in the
West Bank (37.1%). A somewhat higher proportion of Gazan men (10%) engaged in
cooking and meal preparation than West Bank men (8.5%), and also in shopping (27.4%
versus 23.3%).

There are no real differences in time spent on childcare, with only 2.2% of West Bank
and 2.1% Gazan men engaged in the physical care of children and a higher 18.5% of
West Bankers and 17.3% of Gazans engaged in teaching and training.

Care of the elderly, sick and disabled engaged a very low percentage of both Gazan and
West Bank men, but the time spent on the task for Gazan men who do care is very high —
at 2 hours and 3 minutes per day as opposed to the West Bank’s one hour and seven
minutes. However, this finding might be skewed due to the low number of cases, with
only 0.5% of Gazan men engaged in such care.

A higher proportion of West Bank men engaged in community service but spend less
time than Gazans so engaged.
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Chapter Five

Housework, Child Care and Human and Social Development: Directions for
Change

As Palestine moves toward sovereignty and genuine independence, the development of
economy, society and citizenry become imperatives for politicians, planners and polity.
Palestine’s resources are mainly in its people and their skills, capabilities, and commitment.
An inventory of these resources and capabilities must extended beyond the labor market,
and make visible the “social invisibility of skills acquired outside formal education and
training” (Gardiner 2000: 66) and value the work of caring and reproduction carried out in
the household economy. Understanding women and men’s work of child care in particular
as an investment in “human capital” is one way to realize its centrality to national
development, whatever the problems of this economist paradigm.

In parallel, however, an independent and growing economy and society will need to utilize
women’s capabilities in other ways, particularly in paid employment. How can this be done
given the finding that women in the prime 25-44 age group who engage in housework (95%)
and childcare (80%) spend almost eight hours every day (56 hours a week) in housework
and childcare alone? Three avenues are possible:

5.1 More Equitable Division of Labor Among Men and Women in Housework and
Childcare. Palestinian men do share in domestic work, albeit in much lower proportion and
spending much less time in tasks undertaken , but work responsibilities tend to be highly
sex-segregated. Change in the domestic division of labor worldwide is uneven and slow, as
renegotiating gender divisions of labor is a process that involves attitudes, practices and
interests. Indeed, men can hold egalitarian attitudes, but not translate them into practice: in
Australia, for example, a majority of men believe that domestic work should be equally
shared, but in practice undertake only half as much work (Bittman 1999:30). The
Palestinian context is also complicated by the long working hours of men, partially due to
such factors as work in Israel; relieving some of the market-related work burden on men
would thus also have to be a factor. However, one avenue is to encourage fathers to take
more physical care of young children for reasons of better parenting and child-rearing, as
well as more equitable division of labor. Changes also may occur in the wake of greater
female formal labor participation, rather than preceding such participation. It is also
important to recognize the burden on many men of long working days, especially in the case
of work in Israel, and re-orient the economy to reduce these burdens.

5.2 Outsourcing Domestic Work or substituting market for home production. Globally
outsourcing is mostly found in paid childcare and in the replacement of elements of meal
preparation, whether through restaurants, take-away food, or other prepared food items. This
avenue is also limited in the present Palestinian context, given pervasive low income levels.

5.3 State Provisions to Ease the Burden of Care. This is probably the most important mid
to long-term way to give women more opportunities for activities outside the household,
whether for paid work, political participation or cultural and social activities. State support
for quality day-care for young children is the key element in these provisions, but support
for care of the elderly and the disabled is also quite important.
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