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TFR in the Three Years Preceding the Survey and the Mean Number of Ever-Born Children for Women Aged

40-49 by Background Char acteristics 1997-1999

Background characteristics Fertility rate Mean Number of
Ever-Born Children

Region

West Bank 4.7 6.05

Gaza Strip 54 7.04

Type of locality

Urban 4.9 6.27

Rural 5.0 6.46

Refugee camps 4.8 6.57

Refugee status

Refugee 5.0 6.54

Non-refugee 5.1 6.28

Years of Schooling

0 3.5 6.66

1-6 54 7.18

7-9 5.5 6.42

10-12 5.1 6.03

1338 3.4 4.09

Total 4.9 6.39

lower as compared to the mean number of live births among women aged 40-49 years, which confirms that a
reduction was witnessed in the fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory lately.

Palestinian Territory has fast reproduction pattern since the average length of birth intervals is (25 months).
This is rather short when compared to other Arab countries

Fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is high when compared with other Arab countries. Such rates are on the
rise and they go together with low mortality rates. This rise leads to accelerating the population growth rate. Data
indicates that the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in the Palestinian Territory is 4.9 children, of which 5.4 in Gaza Strip and
4.5 in West Bank.

There are no major variations in birth intervals by place of residence, type of locality, refugee status, and
mother’s education.

Duration of breastfeeding in the Palestinian Territory is 11.1 months, which is shorter than that of some
other Arab states. Some researchers refer Fertility trends in mid 1980s and early 1990s to Intifada. They
believe that Intifada was a reason for the increase in the average number of marriages as a result of low
wedding costs, and the belief that marriage limits youth chances of taking part of its activities.

The report concludes also that the percentage of Palestinian women who prefer not to have more children
has increased lately, 86.6% among those with 6 or more children in 2000.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
Dissemination and Documentation Department\ Users Services Division
P.O. Box 1647.
Ramallah-Palestine
Fax: (970-2) 240 6343 Tel: (970-2) 240 6340
Web-site: http://www.pcbs.org E-mail: diwan@pcbs.pna.org
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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Fertility in the Palestinian Territory: Analytical Heport

PCBS issued an analytical report
on fertility determinants in the
Palestinian Territory™. The main

lssusd in May

2002

Age-Specific and Total Fertility Rates (Direct Methods) During
the Three Years Preceding the Survey by Region 1997-1999

obje.cti\./e c?f this report is to provide Age group Sley Total
basic indicators on fertility rate, West Bank Gaza Strip
trer-u.js, and the direct and indirect 15-19 38 95 88
fertility determinants.

. 20-24 241 261 248
Fertility rate in the Palestinian
Territory is high when compared with 25-29 245 251 247
other Arab countries. Such rates are 30-34 194 229 206
on the rise and they go together with
low mortality rates. This rise leads to 35-39 133 167 144
accelerating the population growth 40-44 43 66 50
rate. Data indicates that the Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) in the Palestinian g 4 5 4
Territory is 4.9 children, of which 5.4 TFR 4.5 5.4 4.9

in Gaza Strip and 4.5 in West Bank.

The report indicates that there are no
significant variations in TFR by type of

TFR During the Three Years Preceding the Survey by
Background Characteristics 1997-1999

locality or refugee status or even 5 2 13+ ] 34
educational level, except for those & § 10-12 ] 51
women who had completed at least 13 § 5 = ] 55
years of schooling. Comparing the -2 T 1 54
average number of live births by region
in 1995-1999, it can be noticed that ‘08), o Reugoe 1 5.1
significant drop had occurred for women ..g B e ] 50
aged 35-39 years up to 44-45; however, o P
the drop in the West Bank exceeds the
corresponding figure of Gaza Strip. 52 S | 48

8 8 Rural 1 50
The report shows also thatthe TFR | & 9 " ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ M
in the past three years is 0 1 2 3 4 5 6
approximately more than one child TFR

(1) The report “Fertility in the Palestinian Territory” is one of a series of analytical reports issued by PCBS
based on the main findings of population census, 1997 and health and demographic surveys, in cooperation with social
research center, American university, Cairo and FORD foundation.



