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The report shows that high percentage of women aged (20-24) years are engaged in early marriages; 4%

got married at an early age of less than 15 years, 29% were married before turning 18 years, and 48% got

married before turning 20 years.  The report points out that early marriage is a widespread in the Palestinian

Territory.  One half of women aged (20-24) years get married before turning 20 years.

Marriage among relatives varies by region; it registered 53% among women aged (15-49) years in Gaza Strip

against 46% in the West Bank.  Marriage among relatives is more apparent in rural areas than urban areas and

refugee camps (51%, 48%, 45% respectively).  Refugee women tend to marry a relative more than non-refugee

women at 50% and 46% respectively.

The report concludes that education

has a vague control over the tradition

of marriage among relatives,

particularly when comparing data of

1995 with those of 2000.  In 2000, the

percentage of women married to first

cousins was slightly different from that

of 1995. The percentage of women

married to a non-relative increased by

about 17% in 2000 compared to the

case in 1995.  Henceforth, the tradition

of marrying a relative seems to be

Percentage of Women Aged (20-24) Years Who Got

Married at 15, 18, or 20 Years of Age by Region, 2000.

Region

Age at first marriage

15 18 20

West Bank 2Æ4 27Æ3 46Æ5

Gaza Strip 6Æ2 31Æ8 51Æ7

TotalTotalTotalTotalTotal 3ÆÆÆÆÆ7 28ÆÆÆÆÆ9 48ÆÆÆÆÆ3

The report concludes that there is a tendency toward marrying at a later age than before among women at

reproduction age.  The results show the impact of education on age at first marriage; the percentage of

never married rises as years of schooling increases.  In addition, 7% of married women aged (15-49)

years got married to younger spouses with variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Distribution of Ever Married women Aged (15-49) by Relation to Spouse and

Background Characteristics, 2000

Relations to SpouseRelations to SpouseRelations to SpouseRelations to SpouseRelations to Spouse
BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

characteristicscharacteristicscharacteristicscharacteristicscharacteristics First cousins Distant cousins No relations Tota lTota lTota lTota lTota l

RegionRegionRegionRegionRegion

WestBank 26.8 19.3 53.9 100
Gaza Strip 31.5 21.0 47.5 100

Type of Local ityType of Local ityType of Local ityType of Local ityType of Local ity

Urban 28.4 19.5 52.1 100
Rural 27.8 23.3 48.9 100
Camp 29.8 15.2 55.0 100

Years of School ingYears of School ingYears of School ingYears of School ingYears of School ing

0-6 29.4 23.1 47.5 100
7-9 28.1 20.4 51.5 100
10-12 30.4 19.0 50.6 100
13+ 21.5 14.3 64.2 100
Tota lTota lTota lTota lTota l 28.4 19.9 51.6 100
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backing off when compared to the results of the past five years (the Demographic Survey 1995).



PCBS issued an analytical

report on family formation in the Palestinian Territory(1).  The

main objective of this issue is to study family formation and its determining

factors, particularly early marriage, marriage among relatives, and polygamy.  The report

Marital status

Age Single Married Divorced Widowed Total

15≠19 81Æ6 18Æ4 0Æ0 0Æ0 100

20≠24 39Æ9 58Æ6 1Æ5 0Æ0 100

25≠29 19Æ6 78Æ5 1Æ7 0Æ2 100

30≠34 12Æ8 84Æ4 1Æ8 1Æ0 100

35≠39 13Æ6 82Æ9 1Æ5 2Æ0 100

40≠44 10Æ4 81Æ1 3Æ2 5Æ3 100

45≠49 9Æ5 80Æ7 1Æ7 8Æ2 100

Total 35ÆÆÆÆÆ0 62ÆÆÆÆÆ3 1ÆÆÆÆÆ4 1ÆÆÆÆÆ4 100

 Distribution of Women Aged (15-49) Years by

Marital Status and Age, 2000

aimed also to point out the main

characteristics of Palestinian

households that influence their

formation in comparison with

other societies of similar

demographic and social

structure.

The report shows a drop in the

percentage of never married

women as age increases.  The

report shows that  82% of

women aged (15-19) are still

single, compared with 40% for

those aged (20-24) years.

Moreover, the gradual drop in

the percentage of single women

is more apparent among those

aged (40-44) years at only 10%,

which means that 10% of

potentially reproductive women

are never married.

The report indicates the impact

of education on family

formation.  The results show

that education plays a major

role in delaying marriage.

About 22% of women who

completed less than 6 years of

schooling are never married

compared with 36% of women

who completed 7-9 years and

about 39% among women who

completed 10-12 years of

Percentage of Single Females by Age and Years of

Schooling, 2000
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schooling.  Furthermore, about 45% of women who completed more than 13 years of schooling are never

married.  The report shows the impact of education on delaying marriage.  Percentage of never married women

rises by the level of education.  However, this rule does not apply to women in the age group (45-49) years.

(1) The report “Family Formation in the Palestinian Territory” is one of a series of analytical reports issued by

PCBS based on the main findings of population census, 1997 and health and demographic surveys, in cooperation with

social research center, American university, Cairo and FORD foundation.


