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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

August, 2002 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



Executive Summary

The main objective of this study is to point out the main demographic, social and economic
characteristics of Palestinians aged 15 years and above engaged in the economic activity in
private and public sectors. The main data source is the 1997 Population, Housing and
Establishment Census (PHC-1997), in addition to the continuous household labor force
survey programme conducted by PCBS. The study is based on a descriptive comparative
approach in order to point out the differences among workers by sector of employment, and
other relevant background characteristics. Following is a brief description of the main
findings of this report.

Demographic and Social Characteristics

The final results of the PHC-1997 indicated that Palestinian employment amounted to
491,271 persons aged 15 years and over, 89.6% of them were males, against 10.4% females.
About 76.3% of employed persons used to work in the Palestinian Territory, 19.3% in Israel,
and 2.2% in the Israeli settlements, and the rest 1.7% used to work abroad, and place of work
of 0.5% were not stated.

About 53.7% of employed persons reside in urban areas, 32.1% in rural areas and 14.2% in
refugee camps. In addition, 41.1% of employed persons were absorbed by national private
sector; whereas 18.2% were working in foreign private sector institutions, 20% in the national
public sector (PNA), and 2% in foreign public sector. The rest were distributed between non-
public organizations (0.8%), outside establishments, mostly informal sector (15.7%), and
0.4% was not stated.

The socio-economic characteristics of employed Palestinians by sector were as follows:

1. The youth (15-34 years) constituted 61.2% of the employed persons in the Palestinian
Territory, of which 64.6% in the private sector and 58% in the national public sector. The
percentage of the employees in the age group (35-54) in the national public sector was
37.1% against 28.9% in the national private sector.

2. Sex ratio was 103.3% in the Palestinian Territory for Palestinian population. The
corresponding figure for employed Palestinians was 857.7%. This ratio reached 763.7% in
the West Bank compared with 1165.7% in Gaza Strip.

3. Average population density in 2000 was 355.8 people per km? in the West Bank and 523.3
people per km? in Gaza Strip respectively.

4. Major differences raised in the distribution of employed females by marital status. 56.3%
of employed females in the national private sector were never married, compared with
32.6% were married, 58.8% of the females working in the national public sector were
married, and 33.8% were never married. These differences did not appear in the
distribution of employed males by sector.

5. National public sector absorbs the majority of educated people. The percentage of the
Palestinian persons who completed 13 years of schooling was 16.8% in the national public
sector compared with 5.5% in the national private sector. This image becomes clearer if
we look to the distribution by sex, as employed males constituted 15.1% of the total
employment in the national private sector and 48% in the national public sector. The
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females surpassed males as 34.2%, and 85.1% of the females who completed 13 years of
education are engaged in the national private sector and the national public sector
respectively.

Economic Characteristics

1.

The services sector dominated the activities of the public sector as 63.4% of employed
Palestinians are engaged in public administration and defense; 25.2% in education, 6.1% in
health sector, the public services sector makes 94.7% of the total public employment,
which is distributed as; 94.6% in the West Bank, against 95% in Gaza Strip. Noticeable
changes presented in the public education sector where the percentage of employed
Palestinians in West Bank was more than the corresponding figure of Gaza Strip (34.5%
and 15.1% respectively).

About 50.8% of employed males working in the national private sector are engaged in
primary occupations, whereas 11.3% occupied high-rank positions compared with 45.1%
in the national public sector. Meanwhile, the percentage of females occupied high-rank
positions were 44.5% in the national private sector compared with 91.9% in the national
public sector.

According to the region, the percentage of employed females in the national private sector
who occupied high-rank position was 60% in Gaza Strip that exceed the corresponding
figure in West Bank, which was 41.6%.

According to the employment status, most of employed Palestinians are wage employees
(75.5%), of which 79.7% in Gaza Strip and 73.2% in the West Bank.

Almost all employed Palestinians in the national and the foreign public sector were wage
employees against 72.9% in the private sector (national and foreign). The percentage of
wage employees in the national private sector was 61.2%, of which 61.7% in the West
Bank against 61.7% in Gaza Strip.

Wages

1.

In general, the average daily net wage was 59.3 NIS (New Israeli Shekel) or (14.8 US$)
regardless of the place of work and the economic sector. According to place of work, the
average daily net wage for Palestinian wage employees in Israel and Israeli settlements
exceeded the corresponding figure in the Palestinian Territory.

. We notice that the average daily wage for Palestinian paid employees in Israel and

Settlements is higher than it is in the West Bank of about 77% and 110% in Gaza Strip;
whereas the average daily wage for paid employees in the west Bank is higher than Gaza
Strip of about 18.6%.

. The average daily wage for paid employees (both sexes) in the private sector (National and

foreign) was 51.7 NIS in the West Bank compared with 50.3 NIS in the public sector
(national and foreign) for the favor of paid employees in the private sector of about 2.9%
only. But the average daily wage for paid female employees in the public sector in the
West Bank registered a raise of about 44.0% compared with same group in the private
sector.
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4. The average daily wage for paid employees in the public sector is higher than its
counterpart in the private sector in Gaza Strip as high as by (27.7%). According to gender,
the average daily wage for male employees in the public sector in Gaza Strip exceeds
counterpart in the private sector by 27.6%; whereas the daily wage for paid female
employees in the public sector is 39.3% higher than it is in the private sector.

5. According to sex, the average daily wage for male employees is higher than female wages
in both public and private sector in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But the gap between
male and female wages is higher in the private sector than it is in the public sector by
10.3% in the public and by 71.2% in the private sector in the West Bank, where it was
higher by 12.8% in the public sector and 23.1% in the private sector in Gaza Strip.

6. According to region and sector, the average daily wage for paid employees (both sexes) in
both sectors is higher in the West bank than in Gaza Strip. This raise was 10.3% in the
public sector compared with 44.8% in the private sector.

7. According to age groups, it is clear that wage rates increase as we move from lower age
group to upper one in both sectors which can be due to increased experience and
proficiency of the employee, in addition to the annual raises which participate in raising
the wages, as employees work more in the same job.

8. According to the economic activity, the West Bank private sector recorded higher level of
wages in construction sector, which was 64.63 NIS and recorded the lowest in the
agriculture sector, as it was 14.4 NIS. The highest wages were recorded in communication
and transportation which was 40.3 NIS and the lowest of 29.5 NIS in agriculture in Gaza
Strip.

9. According to the major jobs, wage rates decrease as we move from highly ranked position
to lower ones in both sectors in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The highest were recorded
in legislators group, which was 82.7 NIS in the public sector, compared with 75.4 NIS in
the private sector. And the lowest were recorded in the primary jobs which was 36.3 NIS in
the public sector compared with 42.5 NIS in services and sailors in the private sector.

Housing Conditions
1. Distribution of employed heads of households by household size reveals that 13.9% of
them are heading households composed of six members. About 14.2% of employed
Gazan heads are heading households composed of eleven member compared with
7.9% in the West Bank.

2. According to sector, the percentage of Palestinian employees who have six-member
households in the Palestinian Territory is the dominate in all sectors. The percentage
of the Palestinian employees who have six-member households in the private sector
was 14.2% compared with 13.8% in the public sector.

3. Taking into account the housing conditions for Palestinian employees for sector and
region according to the numbers of available rooms to their families, we notice that the
largest percentage was for the employed persons who have less than three rooms
(37.1%). There are no major differences by region. The percentage of employed
persons who live in a house of less than three rooms was 37.0% in the West Bank
against 37.6% in Gaza Strip.
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4. According to sector, the result were almost similar to the distribution by region as the
most dominate percentage for both sexes in the Palestinian Territory of those living in
a house of less than three rooms (37.3%) in the private sector and 37.7% in the public
sector.

5. Studying the availability of durable goods by sex and region, results reveal that the
percentage of employed males in both public and private sector in the West Bank who
have private car was 26.8% compared with 18.8% in Gaza Strip. The percentage of
employed persons who have refrigerator was 83.5% in the West Bank compared with
82.7% in Gaza Strip. As for employed persons having solar heater, the percentage
was 57.6% in West Bank compared with 73.9% in Gaza Strip.
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