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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project, cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

December, 2002 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



SUMMARY

United Nations General Assembly Resolutions regarding the right of return of
Palestinian Refugees to their homeland has no statutory time limitation.

According to the United Nations estimates, the number of Palestinian refugees
expelled from their homeland between 1948 and 1950 was 957,000.

The 1998 estimated number of Palestinian refugees is approximately 5,118,552,
according to the United Nations.

The number of Palestinian refugees living in refugee camps in the Palestinian
Territory in 1997 totaled 414,430, including 209,162 males and 205,268 females.

15.9% of Palestinians living in the Palestinian Territory reside in refugee camps,
53.1% of them live in urban areas, and 31.0% of them reside in rural areas.

According to the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997, the sex
ratio is 101.9 at refugee camps whereas, the sex ratio for the Palestinian Territory
is 103.3.

The fertility rate of the refugee camps is 6.06 compared to 5.93 for the Palestinian
Territory.

Results show that the rate of children born to ever-married Palestinian women
aged (12 years and over) in refugee camps reached 5.3.

The average number of ever born live births for ever-married Palestinian women
aged (15-49) in refugee camps reached 4.35.

According to results, the mortality rate among the newly born at refugee camps
reached 20.1% compared with 15.3% for the Palestinian Territory.

Marriage rates of refugee camps (38.8%), urban and rural areas (39.8%) of the
Palestinian Territory are similar, which may be due to the fact that Palestinians
have similar social fabrics and are living in a small area.

The Palestinian society has high marriage rates and low divorce rates.

The average of household size in refugee camps is 6.6 persons, compared with 6.4
persons in the Palestinian Territory.

Results show that 1.9% of Palestinians living in refugee camps have disabilities
mostly physical disabilities.

Urban centers enjoy better public educational services than rural areas or refugee
camps. United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) is in charge of
refugees’ education. Results indicate that 86.5% of refugee camps’ residents (15
years old and over) are literate.



4.3% of refugee camps’ residents have graduate degrees.

5.4% of the males’ population at refugee camps is uneducated compared with
20.1% of the females' population of the same category.

Drop out rates among schoolchildren increase with age. 98.5% of Palestinian
children aged (6-11) are enrolled at schools; however, the rate decreases as age
increases.

Palestinian males constitute 88.6% of the Palestinian labor force whereas
Palestinian females constitute 11.4% of the same labor force.

The percentage of economic participation in refugee camps for those aged (15
years and over) reached approximately 41.8%.

The unemployment rate of refugee camps reached 21.5% compared with 17.5% in
the Palestinian Territory.

Elementary Occupations aged (10 years and over) constitute the majority of the
refugee camps’ employed and unemployed ever worked at 27.1%, legislators and
managers and general employees constitute 1.8% of the same employed and
unemployed ever worked.

58.6% of refugee camps’ population work within their Governorates.

83.8% of the refugee camps’ employed and unemployed ever worked of (10 years
of age and over) are wage earners.

The final results show that for every 100 economically active persons there are
dependent of 590 non economically active persons in the refugee camps,
compared with 530 for the Palestinian Territory.

The national government employs 27.4% of the labor force of the refugee camps.
On the other hand, 34.7% of the same work force occupies jobs at the private
national, and 19.5% of them work for international organizations, private foreign,
and foreign government.

In 1998, the monthly income rates at refugee camps, urban and rural areas of the
Palestinian Territory at 1998 totaled 479.6 JD, 563.3 JD, 555.5 JD, respectively.

32.8% of Palestinians living in refugee camps are poor, who constitute 26.5%
from the poorer in the Palestinian Territory in 1998. The poverty line 1460 NI.S
monthly.

There are 57,227 occupied residential housing units in the refugee camps, of
which 61.4% the type of the housing is house..

Most families own durable goods such as refrigerators, gas cookers, television
sets, washing machine, and central heating. 11.8% of families own private car.



*  98.5% of the residential units at refugee camps are connected to electricity, 96.3%
of them are connected to public water networks, and 59.6% are connected to
sewage networks.





