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1.2 Executive Summary

Education in Palestine from a Gender Perspective

The form of higher education and its spread in the Palestinian society is the guarantee for the
Palestinian household that ensures the future of its children. For it, the Palestinian household
saves money for their education. Statistics indicate that the percentage of holders of a
bachelor's degree or higher for the year 2017 reached 18.4% for females, and 16.2% for
males. Statistics also indicate the high rates of enrollment in education for those aged 6 years
and above in Palestine, and indicate a decrease in illiteracy rates over the past decades among
Palestinians.

There are 81,316 children in kindergartens in the West Bank and 69,534 children in
kindergartens in Gaza Strip.

The Ministry of Education is following the policy of opening a preparatory class in some
public schools since the scholastic year 2013-2014, where in the 2017-2018 scholastic year
there were 146 public kindergartens in the West Bank and 13 public kindergartens in Gaza
Strip.

There is a serious problem in linking the number of public kindergartens with the number of
private kindergartens, as the number of public kindergartens is only 159 in all governorates,
while the number private kindergartens, which are not free of charges, reached 1,795
kindergartens, at a rate of 1,117.

Statistics of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics indicate that the enrollment rates of
students in kindergartens in Palestine (West Bank and Gaza Strip), constitute 54.2 and
include all students enrolled in kindergartens, whether private or governmental.

There is a significant gender gap that needs to be addressed, as the rates of males reached
54.3 and females 54.1, which means that both males and females have the opportunity to be
enrolled in kindergarten.

Basic and secondary education are the pillars of education and upbringing of successive
generations, in which students receive the basics of various sciences, and the most important
thing at this stage is that the awareness of the individual, the system of human and social
values, and the relationship with the other, are all formed. In this stage, the future directions
of higher education and jobs that the individual wishes to join are determined.

At the level of the gender gap, indicators of enrollment in education rise for males and
females, and at the female level they are higher than for males, while dropout rates are lower
than the males, but illiteracy rate is higher for females than males.

The gap widens through a greater decline for males than for females, which increased in
secondary education. Statistics on individuals with a “secondary” educational qualification
indicate that the percentage of males (15 years and above) decreased from 22.1% to 22.0%
between 2007 and 2017, while the percentage of female individuals (15 years and above)
increased from 22.5% to 24.8% between 2007 and 2017.

The decline in the enrollment rates in education or the completion of secondary school among
males and females has reasons due to the fact that the ability to continue education is linked
to the economic, political and social conditions in a dialectical relationship, as the recent
years are witnessing bad economic conditions and high unemployment rates among the
educated and others, which pushes male students to drop out from schools to the labor market,
were the household deems that education does not guarantee a job for them, while the labor
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market, especially in the Israeli projects, is available and its financial returns are higher than
the local labor market.

Society prefers jobs related more to women's reproductive roles, such as education and
health; therefore, there is a need for females to complete their education until post-secondary,
and the market is basically open to males due to the nature and type of work in construction
and services.

Unemployment rate in Palestine is the highest in the world according to the ILO, where the
unemployment rate in Palestine reached 28.4% in 2017.

Most of females join the academic education, especially the human sciences branch, where
the percentage reached 80.2% for females compared to 73.9% for males in 2017. While males
are distributed among all specializations, but with higher percentages at the scientific
specialization with 18.3% compared to 15.7% for females in 2017. Whilst males are enrolled
more than the females in the vocational and technical branches.

The ratio of females to males in the secondary stage in the industrial branch in Gaza Strip
was 0.6 (60 females for every 100 males) and it was in the West Bank 0.12 (12 females for
every 100 males). However, there are no branches of agricultural, hotel or technological
education in Gaza Strip according to the data of the Ministry of Education for the year
2017/2018, it is clear that the industrial branch in Gaza Strip is available and the percentage
of females enrolled in it is higher than in the West Bank, while other specializations,
including agriculture, are absent despite the presence of agriculture in Gaza Strip.

The distribution of students into different specializations is mainly due to the expected roles
for both sexes, which are in effect compatible with the expected gender roles for both sexes,
as females tend to specialize in human sciences, while males are distributed among different
specializations.

The main problem that reflects a gender gap between the sexes is the nature of the
specializations in which both males and females qualify, as the encouragement of enrolling
in vocational and technical specializations, which are most suitable for the labor market, and
the tendency towards scientific specializations, especially the human sciences, is still
dominant in education. It means more graduates whose specializations do not match the labor
market and this is reflected in the high unemployment rates in the human sciences for both
males and females, with a higher rise for females.

The traditional perspective based on the discrimination in roles and status of females and
males is the common perspective in education directions. The society prefers the
specialization of human sciences that female graduates end up as teachers, according to the
females reproductive part as a mother and a wife, without looking at her as a partner and key
participant in the labor market, and without taking into consideration female's right to choose
the type of major and the job she would like to join. The education and its jobs are considered
an extension of the females' reproductive and caring roles that the society considers them
suitable and only work for women.
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2.2 Executive Summary

Information and Communications Technology in Palestine from a Gender Perspective

e The IT sector is considered one of the main pillars that contributes to the building of the
Palestinian economy and achieving the comprehensive and sustainable development. It is
also considered one of the promising sectors that has work opportunities for youth,
especially women, due to its flexible working hours and work days, which, in return, helps
women to balance between their work and their families.

e There is a positive relation between the direct investments in the ICT sector and the opening
of new job opportunities, with a double percentage of about 1 to 3, i.e. each new job opening
in the ICT sector creates another three jobs in other sectors.

e The ICT sector is one of the fast growing economic sectors in the past two decades where
its contribution to the GDP reached about 4% in 2016. The ICT sector is now one of the
promising and reliable economic sectors to enhance the level of the economic performance
for the different economic sectors.

e The data of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017 indicate that there are
1,008 establishments operating in the ICT sector out of the total number of economic
establishments operating in Palestine (158,590). Also, the ICT sector employed 9200
employees out of the total number of employees (444,086) that are working in the operating
establishments in the private and civil sectors and public companies in Palestine in 2017.

e There is a gap in the use of modern technological tools, as the percentage of men who are
more accessible and owns modern technological tools is more than women. Whereas the
percentage of households headed by a male and own a cellular line, computers, PC tablets
and the most advanced T.V. screen in addition to the availability of internet is more than
those households headed by a female.

e The male youth use social media networks more than the female youth. As the percentage
of females that responded they haven’t ever used text messages, emails, WhatsApp,
Facebook or Twitter, is almost as twice as the percentage of males. Accordingly, this
indicates that females use such networks less than males, which, in return, limits their
contact with others or benefiting from them.

e Both male and females aged 10 years and above, of those who carried out mass media
activities, spend almost the same time; males spend two hours and 44 minutes while females
spend two hours each day in Palestine. In the West Bank, the average of time spent in
carrying out such activities is two hours and 42 minutes among males and two hours and 52
minutes. While in Gaza Strip, males spend two hours and 47 minutes compared to two hours
and 37 spent by females.

e The gap increased over time, as the percentage of females getting into fields such as
electrical engineering and computer science is dropping. This urges more research and
studies to figure out the reasons behind such reluctance; whether they are in terms of
knowledge (the hardness and toughness of the courses) or social reasons (work time, work
place, the availability of job opportunities... etc).

e Data showed that there is a gap between males and females in the field of computer systems
engineering, where the percentage of females is higher. Also, there is a gap between males
and females at the level of the Master's degree, especially in the field of software
engineering, where the percentage of males is as twice as the percentage of females at this
level.
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3.2 Executive Summary

Establishments in Palestine from a Gender Perspective

e The development of Palestinian establishments and developing the sector itself is very
important in terms of empowering the Palestinian women at the economic level, in addition
to increasing women's participation in the labor force in different economic sectors.
Accordingly, this is a pressing need to the emancipation of individual and to developing the
community.

e There are several challenges and obstacles that the Palestinian economy are suffering from.
Such challenges and obstacles are represented in the political factors, legal frameworks,
cultural and social factors, work conditions, Israeli occupation that negatively affected the
Palestinians ability of free movement, especially for women.

¢ Palestinian woman does not see a place for her in the labour market because of the Israeli
systematic destruction of the industrial and agricultural sectors, where the Israeli occupation
worked on underestimating those sectors and lowering their ability to employ women by
distorting the motivations provided for women and luring them away from the labor market.
As those two sectors are very important, especially for women employment anywhere in the
world, but in Palestine, they don’t provide the required job opportunities for them.

e The small and medium size establishments are considered the pillars for the future of labor,
as they create jobs, and they are very important for the economic growth, motivating
innovation and competition in labor markets.

e The Palestinian Labour and workers Law underestimates women's participation in the
Palestinian labour market, as it doesn’t take into consideration the differences between the
two sexes enough, doesn’t protect nor enhance women's rights. It excludes groups of the
Palestinian labour force, most importantly, the seasonal workers, self-employed individuals,
unpaid working household members, and many other jobs that are considered part of the
reproductive and caring role. Also, the Law doesn’t compel providing nurseries of working
mothers or fathers near the place of work.

e The percentage of the labour force participating in Palestine for individuals aged 15 years
and above in 2017 was 45.7%. Results indicated that the percentage of males participation
in the labour force reached 71.6%, while the percentage of females participation
reached 19.2%.

¢ The rates of unemployment among women are very high compared to the men's, with this
gap increasing over the past years. The unemployment rate among males reached 22.5% in
2017 while it reached 47.8% for females in the same year.

¢ The highest proportion of women participation is concentrated in the private and civil sectors
and the public companies in Palestine in 2017.

e The highest percentage of women participation is in the educational sector establishments,
which reached 59%, compared to 41% for males. As for the sector of human health activities
and social works, women participation in such sectors reached 43.5% and 56.5% for males.
In the services activities, their percentage reached 35.4%.

e The highest concentration of women participation is in the services sector that embodies
women reproductive and caring role in their society, as the percentage of their participation
in jobs related to technicians, specialists and assistants and clerks in 2017 (64%).
Accordingly, this is an important indicator for the issue of women's wages in such
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occupations, i.e. there is a huge wage gap between the two sexes in the labour market and in
the specializations in which women are concentrated in the secondary and university levels.

¢ The absence of a development plan to absorb the Palestinian women's labour force according
to an economic/social approach that takes into consideration the basic needs and
characteristics of Palestinian women, which cause their weak participation in the labor force.

¢ Preferring the reproductive role over the productive role of women and considering them a
secondary provider. Thus, their productive role is concentrated in the informal economic
sectors and the preference of men over women in institutions and companies of various
classifications because of the reproductive role of women.

e The majority of women work in unpaid sectors that belong mainly to the household/family
businesses or projects, including (cheese and dairy production at home, pastries, sewing and
embroidery), where these types of jobs take in their nature the form of informal work.

¢ Data indicated an increase in the percentage of males working in the informal sector, which
reached 51.6% compared to 31.4% for females, while the percentage of females working in
the informal sector in the West Bank is higher than it is in Gaza Strip, reaching 34.9%
compared to 21.3%.

e Census data indicated that the percentage of women who owned establishments in Palestine
during 2017 was low, as data showed that 9.0% of women own establishments compared to
91% of establishments are owned by men. The majority of the establishments owned by
women are establishments that has a national characteristic from legal aspects.

o Data from the Palestinian Capital Market Authority indicated that the percentage of female
managers or heads of companies enlisted in the Palestine Exchange has reached 9%, and
those who have the right to sign in companies have also reached 11% during 2018, which
reflects that the percentage of women who gets to sign on decisions made in companies is
still very low.

¢ The percentage of women working in the private and civil sectors and public companies in
Palestine constitutes 19.3% compared to 80.7% for men in 2017.

¢ Data also showed that female employees are more concentrated in Ramallah and Al-Bireh
governorate, as government institutions are concentrated more in there, in addition to the
existence of a number of big companies and small establishments more than any of the West
Bank governorates. In Gaza Strip, we found that the governorate with the highest
participation rate of women working in establishments was in Gaza City with 47%.
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4.2 Executive Summary

The Relation between Higher Education and Labour Market in Palestine from Gender

Perspective

e There is a common dilemma concerning the high percentage of females in the higher
education institutions and their low participation in the labour market, being associated to its
structures and policies. Even though, we are in a time where education is an essential
condition for joining the labour market, the higher education is also a reason behind the high
percentage of unemployment among Palestinian women due to the structure of the distorted
and dependent labour market that the higher education plans intend to supply it with the labor
force/workforce.

¢ The Palestinian economy suffers from distortions and structural imbalances resulted from the
policies and practices of the Israeli occupation that have worked since 1967 to attach the
Palestinian economy to the Israeli economy and worked on making the Palestinian economy
weak, vulnerable, dependent and uncompetitive. The main activity of the Palestinian
economy is fully focused on serving the Israeli sector by all of its details. Hence, the
Palestinian economy has the dominance of the services sector over other sectors, even with
the emerging of the Palestinian Authority.

e According to Palestinian higher education institutions statistics for the academic year
2018/2019, there are 52 accredited and licensed higher education institutions distributed as
follows: 15 traditional universities, 2 open education universities, 17 university colleges, and
18 intermediate community colleges. Moreover, 33 of those institutions are located in the
West Bank and 17 are located in Gaza Strip, in addition to the Al-Quds Open University, that
has branches located across the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and the Arab Open University in
Ramallah.

e The percentage of females enrolled in higher education has risen in comparison to males,
with 218.126 registered and enrolled students in the higher education institutions for the
academic year 2018/2019 (133.613 females and 84.513 males), as the gap is expanding in
favor of females.

o Data showed that the high levels of women's high educational attainment obtained over the
past two decades have led to genuine participation in the labour market; however, it has not
protected them from getting into unemployment. In 2019, unemployment rose steadily to
over 40% of the total female labour force, but women with higher education are more likely
to join the labour market than other educational groups, with women in the labour market
accounting for 42.7% of all women with 13 years of education and more, while the
percentage of women participation in other educational groups decreased, compared to
18.9% among men participating in the labor forces of the same educational category.

e \Women are the most dominant in some specializations in the academic year 2018/2019, as
the percentage of female students in the specialization of education, arts and human sciences,
natural sciences, mathematics, statistics, health and well-being, business, administration and
law rose.

e An improvement in the enrollment percentages among females compared to males in
specialization that were classified for a long time as specializations for males, such as ICT,
engineering majors, manufacturing, construction, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, veterinary
and lastly services. This might be due to considerations related to available job opportunities
for graduates of such majors, or because females now have this intension to challenge the
traditional work division between the two sexes.
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e The highest rates of unemployment were recorded among arts and human majors compared
to scientific majors that females are enrolled in, as it is considered as the main reason of
females joining unemployment among graduates holders of scientific intermediate diploma
or higher.
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